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The intent behind allowing optional protective boots and bell boots of black or white in color would be to prevent unneccessary injury or injuries that may
impact the horses health and/or well-being. Any boots may be removed for inspection post ride to allow officials to check for any obvious bleeding or other
signs of injury. The change of this rule would allow for protective wear similar to those equine athletes competing in eventing, jumpers, reining, driving, etc. In
order to regulate the protective wear, similar restrictions to the jumper rules would be put in place. This would insure that the movement seen by a horse is not
impacted, either by hinderance or exaggeration, by the protective wear. Many equine atheletes school at home in protective wear and allowance for the
optional use of boots at shows woud allow for increased protection away from home where there is an air of excitment and tension.

The potential impact of leaving the rule as is may subject horse and rider combinations to injuries that are preventable, but lead to elimination from the event
at best, and career ending injuries at the worst.
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DR121 Saddlery and Equipment

11. Boots and bandages Boots and bandages without magnets are permnted in the warm up and other

mmpetrtmn the use I'Jf boﬂts is permﬂted pmwdad the tﬂta.' maximum we;ght I'Jf equ.'pment
permitted to be added to a horse’s leg, front or hind is 500g (shoe excluded).

a. Boots: Non-weighted, non-performance enhancing protective boots (any boot that does
anything but protect the horse’s leg/ankle will be considered performance enhancing) are
permitted in warm up, training areas, and competition arenas. All front leg protections must have
a maximum imterior length of 14 cm. All hind leg protections must have a maximum interior length
of 16 cm. The following requirements apply to all boots and bandages:

1. The inside of the boot must be smooth, that is, the surface must be even and there may
not be any pressure points on the inside of the boot; sheepskin or synthetic linings are permitted;

2. Only Velcro-type fasteners are permitted; no hooks, buckles, clips, or other methods of
attaching the fasteners may be used;

3. No additional elements may be added to orinserted in the boot itself, other than a
protective flap, providing it is soft and clearly intended for protection only.

b. Exseplion: Leq bandages are allowed in Pas de Deux and Quadrille classes.

c. Bell boots. Non-weighted, non-performance enhancing bell boots (any boot that does anything
but protect the horse’s shoe and hoof will be considered performance enhancing) are permitted in
warm up, training areas, and competition arenas.
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