
GR801.1     Tracking #063-24     Draft #2      Amended

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 4/1/2025 12/19/2024

Extraordinary Change Reason

rider safety

Rule Change Intent

The intent of this rule is twofold:

1. As currently written, the protective headgear rule contained in GR801 has been found to be confusing. The re-organization and clean up of the protective 
headgear language does not substantiively change the rule, except that the exception to remove the protective headgear during prize giving is removed.  

2. As modern equestrian apparel includes more stretchy fabrics, which are more likely to result in the possibility of getting caught and hang on hooks or other 
protrusions, this rule change introduces a prohibition on hooks or other upward projections/attachments on saddles, including stirrups with hook or open bar 
designs that could cause a rider's apparel to get stuck or cause injury to the rider. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEF Officers Leslie Mangan

lmangan@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 10/18/2024

American Saddlebred

Draft 1: The committee has strong concerns in regards to headgear: the verbiage “approved” 
headgear needs to be added back in this rule with full definition of what approved headgear would 
entail; the rule does not address what a judge is to do if an exhibitor comes in a class with headgear 
that they personally feel is in compliance, but the judge deems not in compliance. The committee 
feels that the rule does not fully define nor help educate those on what is acceptable, simply shifts 
the liability from USEF to the competitor.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 12/04/2024

Andalusian/Lusitano

Draft 1: The committee feels that the portion of the rule regarding stirrups would require heavy 
education of exhibitors, especially those at entry level, to be in compliance with this rule. With this 
rule change being extraordinary, on an expedited timeline, the committee feels that the timeframe 
for educating exhibitors is not feasible. The committee also would like to point out that we can not 
mandate how stirrups are made and the options that are available on the market.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 11/26/2024

Arabian

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 12/05/2024

Carriage Pleasure Driving

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 11/26/2024

Connemara

Draft 1: The Council agrees with and fully supports recommending approval of this rule change 
proposal, however, it also recommends maintaining the portion of the existing rule that allows 
removal of headgear during the playing of the National Anthem and for prize giving ceremonies in 
the hunter and jumper divisions only. Striking that section creates a conflict with FEI rules for the 
jumper division which does allow the removal of headgear during national anthems and prize giving 
ceremonies. Additionally, the Council feels strongly that the effective date for the saddle attachment 
restriction (GR801.11) should be extended to allow stirrup manufacturers with enough notice and 
lead time to modify stirrup designs that would not be permitted under the new rule. The Council 
encourages the Federation to continue its efforts to encourage the use of protective headgear in all 
breeds and disciplines for the safety of all equestrians and the protection and sustainability of the 
sport.

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 12/17/2024
Draft 2: Recommends Approval 12/19/2024

Council - Member Services

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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Draft 1: This rule, specifically the point regarding protective headgear, raises questions as to 
officials responsibility and authority. Approve with the following recommendation: Protective 
Headgear point e. "It is the responsibility of the rider, or the parent, guardian, or trainer of the junior 
exhibitor to see to it that the headgear worn complies with appropriate safety standards for 
protective headgear intended for equestrian use and is properly fitted and in good condition... ADD - 
'including comments from officials regarding helmet adjustments'.   It is felt that Licensed Officials 
who observe possible non-compliance may/should inform competitors. It was also noted that 
several safety stirrups fall into the description of attachments to the saddle.

Dressage

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 10/15/2024
Draft 2: Recommends Approval 01/02/2025

Driving

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 11/19/2024

Endurance

Draft 1: The Committee believes that safety stirrups should be allowed. The Committee recommends 
the requirements regarding head gear during prizing giving not be removed, as it would be difficult 
to enforce and would differ from the FEI Rules, which could cause confusion with FEI athletes 
competing in national divisions. The Committee also recommends 2.b be amended to align with the 
language in the Eventing chapter: “A body protecting vest must be worn during the warm-up for 
and the Cross-Country phase. Inflatable vests are permitted to be worn without a body protecting 
vest during the Dressage and Show Jumping phases”.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 11/19/2024

Eventing

Draft 1: The committee does not agree with this rule change no longer allowing for most safety 
stirrups and peacock style stirrups. They feel that these stirrup options were created for safety of an 
exhibitor being less likely to have their foot caught in the stirrup and dragged. Also, the committee 
has concern for those riders that might require these modified type stirrups to ride due to a 
disability, etc.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 12/18/2024

Friesian

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 11/20/2024

Hackney

Draft 1: The Committee recommends disapproval of this rule change as the data available does not 
support prohibiting the use of peacock stirrups in competition. A review conducted of 
approximately 21,000 accident reports submitted since 2001 referenced approximately 280 injuries 
related to stirrups. One of these injuries was from a rider dismounting and catching the upper thigh 
on a safety stirrup latch which resulted in bruising. The other reports in the 280+/- that referenced 
stirrups, referenced injuries caused by dragging or getting caught in the stirrups during a fall, 
coming down too hard into the stirrups after a jump causing injury and losing stirrups leading to 
fall. The committee feels that eliminating access to the less expensive safety stirrups, may 
inadvertently create a rise in dragging accidents.   With regards to the change in language 
surrounding helmet use, the group did not feel trainers should be responsible for the proper use of 
headgear for minors as that should be the responsibility of the parent or guardian.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 12/16/2024

Human and Equine, Safety & Welfare

Draft 1: The JSC disapproves because of pushback athletes will receive for not removing their 
helmet during the National Anthem and suggests using the same exception the FEI uses in Jumping 
Art. 256.1.4 which states, "As an exception to this rule Senior Athletes may remove their Headgear 
while accepting prizes, during the playing of the National anthem and any other ceremonial 
protocol." Additionally, further explanation of which stirrups are to be prohibited needs to be 
provided along with reasons why prohibiting these safety stirrups would be safer.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 11/18/2024

Jumper

Draft 1: The requirements around safety stirrups should be clarified, as there is concern that they 
will not be permitted in the future. Additionally, the language should be clear about excluding 
particular breeds/disciplines that are not covered by this.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 12/09/2024

Licensed Officials

Draft 1: The committee agrees with the intent and rule changes, but MUST see within this rule 
change what additions or revisions will be made to the MO chapter specifically to allow for the 
current MO breed’s headgear practices and standards to remain unchanged.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 12/04/2024

Morgan

Draft 1: The committee feels the trainer(s) should not be held liable for non-compliance with safety 
standards. Further, the committee noted that education on safety stirrups would be beneficial if 
approved.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 12/03/2024

National Hunter Committee

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 11/27/2024

National Show Horse

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 10/15/2024

ParaEquestrian
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Draft 1: The committee would like consideration of adding a medical exception to the rule regarding 
stirrups as some handicapped or disabled competitors require stirrups that would appear to be not 
permitted by this rule. The committee feels that the rule needs to outline which type of stirrups 
would be permitted and not permitted via this rule. The committee is in agreeance with the 
prohibition of hooks or upward projections on the saddle itself, but not for the stirrups.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 12/19/2024

Paso Fino

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 10/21/2024

Roadster

Draft 1: The committee agrees with the intent but questioned since the Saddle Seat EQ chapter is 
silent on whether protective headgear is required, should an exception be added to this proposal. 
They suggested reviewing all chapters that are silent on protective headgear and adding exceptions 
to this rule.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 10/21/2024

Saddle Seat Eq

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 11/27/2024

Shetland

Draft 1: While we support the concept of this proposal, USDF cannot approve it as written. This 
proposal should be revised to make it clear that judges possess the authority to address helmet fit 
as appropriate. We recommend that language be added to the first sentence of paragraph e, 
following “and is properly fitted” to the effect “including as directed by an official”. USDF does 
support the new paragraph 11 in this Proposal.
Draft 2: While we support the concept of this proposal, USDF cannot approve it as written. This 
proposal should be revised to make it clear that judges possess the authority to address helmet fit 
as appropriate. We recommend that language be added to the first sentence of paragraph e, 
following “and is properly fitted” to the effect “including as directed by an official”. USDF does 
support the new paragraph 11 in this Proposal.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 01/01/2025
Draft 2: Recommends Disapproval 01/01/2025

USDF

Draft 1: We would like an exception for safety stirrups (stirrups) and also an issue with 1.e that the 
trainer reference should not be responsible over parent. Also issue with 2.a feel it should define 
protective vest and not air vest since air vests are not ASTM tested.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 12/12/2024

USHJA

Draft 1: GR801.1, tracking 63-24: Disapproval with the following comment:  With the removal of the 
language that specified this rule for Hunter/Jumper, this would require vaulters to wear helmets 
when vaulting. It is not possible for helmets to be worn when vaulting.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 11/12/2024

Vaulting

Draft 1: The Committee has concerns about the cost effectiveness of the new safety stirrups and 
feel that they will not be easily attainable to all competitors.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 12/05/2024

Welsh

Draft 1: The committee wants specific verbiage protecting the use of western hats within their 
division.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 12/17/2024

Western Committee

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 12/16/2024

Western Dressage

Heather Sullivan Draft #1

This rule would make many safety stirrups illegal, including the very common peacock stirrup. If that is the 
intent, it should be emphasized that peacock stirrups are illegal for all competition.

Amber Asbell-Jackson Draft #1

Peacock safety stirrps are very widely used among children and there needs to be more available options for 
safety stirrups before banning them. In my opinion the risk of hanging on the small hook the rubber band is 
secured to is much smaller than the safety measure they offer of allowing a child's foot to break free.

Annette Longenecker Draft #1

so you want to eliminate the use of children's safety stirrups with the rubber bands?  Seems counter 
productive.
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