
GR1127.3     Tracking #059-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 6/20/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Currently the Federation does not award Para-Driving Horse of the Year. Recognition of these horses and ponies will continue to bring attention to and grow 
the sport of Para-Driving. This rule change adds Para Driving Single Pony and Para Driving Single Horse to the Award Categories outlined in GR 1127 3.a 
and 3b. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Combined Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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GR1127 Driving, Combined 

[ ... I 
3. Award Categories. Awards will be given in the following award categories for the following 
divisions: 
a. Open & Novice Advanced divisions: Combined Driving Single Horse, Combined Driving 
Pair Horses, Combined Driving Four-In-Hand Horses, Combined Dr iving Single Pony, 
Combined Driving Pair Ponies, and Combined Driving Four -In-Hand Ponies. 
b. Intermediate, Prelim inar y, and Training divisions: Combined Driving Single Horse, 
Combined Driving Pair Horses, Combined Driving Four-in-hand Horses, Combined Driving 
Single Pony, Combined Driving Pair Ponies, Combined Driving Four-in-hand Ponies, 
Combined Driving Single Small Pony, Combined Driving Pair Small Ponies, Combined Driving 
Four -in-hand Small Ponies, Com bined Driving Single Very Small Equine, Combined Dr iving 
Pair Very Small Equine, and Combined Driving Four-in-hand Very Small Equine. 
c_ Para-Driving awards will be given in the Para-Driving Single Pony and Para Driving 
Single Horse categories. Para drivers competing in able bodied Combined Driving divisions 

will earn HOTY points for the relevant Para-Driving awards in accordance with this 
section. 
c. Horses and ponies competing in com binations {Pair or Four-in-Hand) will accrue points by 
the driver's entr y. A unit for a pair consists of up to three horses or ponies and is still 
considered the same unit until at least half of the equines have changed. A unit for a four -in­
hand consists of up to five horses or ponies and is sti ll considered the sam e unit unti l at least 
half of the equines have changed. A new unit will consti tute a new combination and will 
accrue points as a new entry for that driver. 



GR1005.35     Tracking #061-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 7/18/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

After experiencing an influx of inquiries regarding the wording of the Guest Card rules for the Welsh Division, the Licensed Officials Department evaluated the 
current Guest Card rules in conjunction with the USEF Welsh Committee. Through discussion, we came to the realization that the Welsh Guest Card 
language was outdated and unclear as written. We took the opportunity to reevaluate the Guest Card restrictions and opted to allow all types of Hunter 
judges, not just ‘R’s, to officiate Welsh Pony Hunter and Welsh Pleasure classes without a Guest Card. WPCSA Approved Welsh judges can officiate the 
Welsh Division with a Guest Card. Guest Judges (WPCSA Approved Judges with a Guest Card) would be restricted to a two-Guest-Card lifetime limit per 
GR1005.6.g.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Licensed Officials Alina Brazzil

abrazzil@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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GRl00S Officiating Eligibility and Guest Cards 

35. Welsh 

a. Federation Registerea Hunter judges may officiate in" J!,(' rated Welsh Pony Hunter classes and 
"A" rated Welsh Pleasure classes without a Guest Card. f;odorat:i9A Registered l=h,.mter judges 

sRall effieiate a fTlmEi FflUl'TI efWJe ~FAes iA a li:f.e~ffle fer"A" rates \Ou'elsR Pleasure elasses . 
b. If a Guest Judge is Aot a f;odorat:i QA l=I uAtor Jydgo, tRo Guest Jydgos R"'IU&t bo a A Welsh Pony 

and Cob Society of America Approved Judge iA era er to is permitted to officiate in any Welsh 
Division classes at Federation licensed regular or local competitions with aAd <RYSt apply fer a 

Guest Card. See GR1005.6.g. 



GR821.1     Tracking #063-23     Draft #3      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 6/3/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The intent of the opportunity class is to allow emerging athletes an opportunity to compete without paying the high show entry fees with the hope of attracting 
more para athletes to the sport by making it more affordable. To make showing more affordable for riders who are just starting out in para dressage, many of 
the para riders start out on borrowed horses and this gives them a chance to experience licensed competition without additional fees, giving us an opportunity 
to grow our program from the grass roots. By offering para dressage classes as opportunity classes, more riders will have exposure to the licensed 
competition enviornment.

Proponent Details Contact Information

ParaEquestrian Laureen Johnson

lkjohnson@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 2: The Council fully supports the intent of this proposal but feels the language needs to be 
adjusted to ensure that competition management receives a copy of the athlete’s 
dispensation/classification certificate.

Draft 2: Recommends Disapproval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 2: The Council fully supports the intent of this proposal but feels the language needs to be 
adjusted to ensure that competition management receives a copy of the athlete’s 
dispensation/classification certificate. This is essential for management to determine the athlete’s 
eligibility, grade, and authorized competing aids. The Council would recommend approval of this 
proposal if the wording in the second to the last sentence in GR821.2.e.1.f is changed to read: “The 
rider must have a national dispensation/classification certificate or FEI classification on file with the 
Federation and must provide such certificate or classification to competition management.”

Draft 2: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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GR821 Opportunity Classes. 
2. OpportunityClasses: 
e. Dressage cl asses may be offered as Opportunity classes at Dressage Com petitions or ReglAar/LocalCompetitions 
viith -Open" Dressage d asses as described below: 
1. Classes are i mited' to the fol oviing competition levels and dressage tests: 
a. Level 1 com petitions may offer three tests and only three classes per l evel per day at Introductory - Fourth Level. 
b. Level 2 com petitions may offer three tests and only three classes per level per day at Introductory - Thiltl' Level. 
c . Level 3 oompetitions may offer three tests and only three classes per level per day at ln troductoiy - Second Level. 
d. Level 1, 2, and 3 oompetitions may ofer h\O Ev enting Test of Choice classes per day i n addition to the 
tests, classes, and levels list above in Section 1.a - 1 .c. 
e. Level 1, 2, and 3 oompetitions may also ofer h\O dressage seat equitation d asses per d ay in addition to the test~ 
classes, and l evels listed above i n Section 1.a - 1.c. 
f, Level 1, 2, and 3 competitions may offer up to two para dressage test of choice classes per day in addition 
to the tests, classes, and levels li sted above in Section 1,a - 1.c, The rider must hcNe a national 
dispensation/classification certificate or FE/ classification on file with the Fed?ration and must provide said 
certificatR orclassification to competition management. See DR119. 12 - DR119.14. Rid?rs are prohibited from 
riding above or below theirclass ified grade. 
g. Level 4 and Level S com petitions may not offer O pportunity classes. 



GR1039.3     Tracking #065-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 8/21/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The Licensed Officials Department has received questions regarding the interpretation of the mileage and day restriction conflict of interest rule for Hunter and 
Hunter/Jumping Seat Equitation Judges. This rule is intended to clarify how the restriction is implemented in relation to Federation licensed rated hunter and 
hunter/jumper competitions.

As proposed, this rule would allow Hunter Judges to officiate back-to-back weeks within a 125 radial miles so long as they do not officiate the same section 
when the section is rated the same.

In the following examples, Week 1 and Week 2 are within 125 radial miles and 20-days of each other. Please note that sections at Hunter competitions are no 
longer referred to as “A” or “AA” rated. As defined in GR312, certain hunter sections and classes will hold the same rating of the competition (Premier, 
National, or Regional).

      

Proponent Details Contact Information

Licensed Officials Alina Brazzil

abrazzil@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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Intent Guide: 

Hunter Judges 

Week 1 Week2 Permitted or Not 
Permitted? 

Officiate the Premier 3'6' Performance Officiate the National 3'6' Performance 
Permitted 

Hunter section Hunter section 

Officiate the Premier 3'6' Performance Officiate the Premier 3'6' Performance Not permttted (same 
Hunter section Hunter section section wtth same rating) 

Officiate the Premier 3'3' Performance Officiate the National 3'6' Performance Permitted Hunter section Hunter section 

Officiate the Premier Performance Hunter Officiate the Premier Regular Pony Hunter Permitted 
section section 

Officiate the Premier Performance Hunter Officiate the Region a I Performance Hunter 
Permitted section section 

Officiate the Premier rated International Officiate the National rated National Hunter Permitted Hunter Derby class Derby class 

Officiate the Premier rated International Officiate the Premier rated International Not permitted ( same Derby 
Hunter Derby class Hunter Derby class class with same rating) 

Officiate the National rated International Officiate the Regional rated National Permitted 
Hunter Derby class Hunter Derby class 

Hunter/Jumping Seat Equitation Judges 

Week 1 Week2 Permitted or Not 
Permitted? 

Officiate the USEF Hunter Seat Medal class Officiate the USEF Hunter Seat Medal 
Not permitted (same class) at a Premier rated com= tition class at a National rated comoetition 

Officiate the ASPCA Horsemanship class at Officiate the USEF Hunter Seat Medal Permitted 
a Premier rated comoetition class at a Premier rated com= tition 

Officiate the USEF Hunter Seat Medal class Officiate the USEF Hunter Seat Medal Not permitted (same class) at a Premier rated comoetition class at a Re<1iona I rated competttion 
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GR 1039.3 

3. A j1:1dgo i=Ray Rot QfliGiato l:r::IQi:& thaR ORO tii:r::ie withiR 1&5 radial r=Rilot during any JO day pori<;-,d in the 
following cicc1 ,mstaoces· 

a. In any one Qf the fallowing slatsot al J2t:ei:riior and Mational i:atod sompotiti9ns: AS12C A 
Horsemanship, \1\/ashiogtoo I otacnatiooal Horse Show Eq1 ,ibtion, I ISEF Show h ,mpiog Talent 
Soarst::i, or the I IS5F Hunter Seat Medal at 121:orRior or Mational i:ated Go1+1petitions 
9. IR &ho can:ie •A". Pl:omior. or ~la&ienal rateel cestion ,~'6eption: Fe€.loi:a&ien bicencoel Special 
Cor=RpetitiQns}. 
s. In &he A'ldalusian!Lusitano. Ai:a9ian, Friesian, Hasl<.RO)', Morgan, Mational St:iow Horse. Roaelcter. 
or American Saddlobred dt•icion or cestion . 

3. 'Mthin 125 radial miles during any 20-day period: 
a. Hunter Judges are: 

i. Prohibited from officiating the same section at the same rating. 
ii. Prohibited from officiating the same USHJA Hunter Derby class (Pony, National, or 

International) at the same rating. 
Exception: Hunter Judges officiating at Federation Licensed Special Competitions are not 
restricted by this rule. 

b. Hunter/Jumping Seat Equitation Judges are prohibited from officiating the same ASPCA 
Horsemanship, Washington International Horse Show Equitation, USEF Show Jumping 
Talent Search, or USEF Hunter Seat Medal class. Hunter/Jumping Seat Equitation Judges 
may officiate different classes more than once during that period. 

c. Judge are prohibited from officiating more than once in the AndalusianA..usitano, Arabian, 
Friesian, Hackney, Morgan, National Show Horse, Roadster, or American Saddlebred 
division. 

d. Judges are prohibited from officiating more than once in the same "A" rated section. 



GR201.2     Tracking #067-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 8/24/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

In an effort to improve member experience and processing times, the Federation is moving away from paper applications and replacing them with online 
applications.  This rule change is to remove all references in the rulebook to paper application for horse and membership forms and the post competition 
report.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Bill Moroney Lisa Owens

lowens@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
GR 411 (084-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: The Council strongly feels that the forms need to remain available online for downloading, 
due to the large number of exhibitors in the Amish communities and exhibitors of Spanish speaking 
origin. These downloadable forms could be used for assistance in getting the information in the 
online format.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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GR201 Membership 

1. Competing Membership(s) 

Competing members are those individuals who desire to participate in Federation Licensed 
Competitions as Life or Active members as defined in Bylaw 212. 

a. Li fe Member. Life Members are those persons who have made a single payment of the fee, 
established by the Federation. They shall be exempt from annual dues. 
b. Active Member. Active Members are those Members who have paid the requisite annual dues. 
For purposes of these rules, 'Sen ior Active Members' are those Active or Life Members who have 
reached their 18th birthday. 'Junior Active Members' are those Active or Life Members who have 
not reached their 18th bi rthday, as provided for in GR128. 

2. Non-competing Membership(s) 
Non-competing members are those individuals who do not desire to participate in Federation 
Licensed Competitions. Non-competing members are not eligible to participate as a licensed offi ci al, 
rider, dri ver, handler, vaulter, longeur, owner, lessee, agent, trainer, coach, competition manager, or 
competition secretary. The non-competing membership options are described on the membership 
application fefm. 

GR203 Effective Date of Membership 

1. Effective Date of Membersh ips 
a. Membership is effective the date the correct application and fees are received by iA the Federation 
effi€e, with the following exceptions: 

l. Fer ai, i,lieatie AS s1::18mit1ed at Li eeA seel Qressage CeR=I i,et:itie RS, a13i,I ieatieRs ar=e eoR sid er=ed 
e#ea:i•.1e GR tl::ie date the applieatiefl aAet el1:1es are r=eeeived 13y the Comi,etition Secretary 
i, F0\1ideel ti::! e ai,i,li eatioR is sigA eel a Rel date el by tt:ie Comi,etitioR SeeFCtar-y GA th at saR=le d a,,•. 
i!1. Applications completed on line at any Dressage com petition are effective the date the 
application is submitted. 
~- For ai,J3lieatieF1:s s1:18Fflitted at all CemJ3etitieRs ett:ier tt:lafl Qressage CeFRpetitieRs, a13J3 lieali0As 
are eeA:sidered e#eetive OR U:ie start date of said CeFR13 et=ffieA 13re•.1i eled tt:ie aJ313 lieatieR a Rd el ~es 
are r:eseil •ed by the Cor=Rpet:it:igr::i Secretary ar::id U:ua applicat:igr::i i& signed and dated by U:10 

Cgr:Rpet:it:iQA Sesretary Qyr:ir=ig tho poriGd gf tt:10 CorRpet:it:ion. 
42. Applications completed on line at any competition other than Dressage are effective, for 
points and eligibility to compete only, the start date of the Competition. 

GR302 Li cense Application Policies and Procedures 
1. General Provisions. 

( ... ) 
h. License Modification. Any changes to the License agreement including location, dates, rating, level, or 
prize money, will require a license modification request and payment of a fee. Any modifications 
resulting in a conflict will result in the loss of Priority Date Holder status. Any modi fication not resulting 
in a conflict sh al I comply with the provisions set forth below in order to retain Priority Date Hold er 
status. The Federation may or may not approve the requested changes. Exception: Eventing 
competitions without mileage conflict requesting changes outlined in GR302.1h5 mu st follow the 
Eventing competition modification process outlined in GR302.2g. 
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1. Holding a competition on a date(s) other than that approved shall constitute a violation of the rules 
unless a request to change the date(s) is received ii> by the Federation'5 effise at least 30 calendar days 
prior to the competition and permission is duly given. Exception: Eventing competitions. 
2. Holding a competition at a location other than as stated on the date application shall constitute a 
violation of the rules uni ess a request to change the location is received ii> by the Federation' 5 effise at 
least 60 calendar days prior to the com petition date and permission is duly given. Exception: Eventing 
Competitions. For eventing competitions, requests for change of location must be received at least 240 
calendar days prior to the first day of the competition. 

GR308 National Championships 
The Federation shall have the exdusive right to designate national championships in the disciplines for 
which the Federation is designated as the National Governing Body by the United States Olympic and 
Paralympic Committee and in the disciplines for which the Federation is designated as the National 
Federation by the Federation Eq uestre Internationale (Oressage, Oriving, En durance, Reining, Show 
Jumping, Three-Oay Eventing, Para-Equestrian and Vaulting). The allocation of national championships in 
the foregoing disciplines, including issuance of date approvals, licensing of officials, approval of name 
and all copyright, trademark, trade name, television, video and other broadcast ri ghts and all 
sponsorship matters shall be solely reserved to the CEO acting upon the advice and recommendation of 
the relevant Council. All persons or organizations, in duding affiliate organizations, organizing 
committees and/ or com petitions managements, wishing to receive Federation approval to hold a 
national championship in the foregoing divisions must apply to the Federation in wri ting on appropriate 
form(s) provided by the Federation and received by the Federation'5 effise by the applicable deadline. 
The CEO shall be entitled to condition the Federation's designation and granting of approval for a 
national championship in any manner that they deem appropriate in their discretion. 

GRSOl 0th er Measurement Rules 
For all measurements, references to the measurement form implies eil~ er I~ e ~a~er er electronic 
version of the form. The rules in Chapter 5 do not apply to measurement of entries in Hunter, Jumper, 
and Welsh Pony Oivisions: refer to rules HJ126-138. For Combined Oriving, see Appendix OC-A 
Measurement of Combined Oriving Ponies. For Oressage, see OR135. For all other measurements, see 
GR502-518. 

GR514 Results of Questioning or Protesting 
1. The measurement card or valid measurement form of any pony that is required to transfer into 
another division or section must be surrendered to the competition steward or technical delegate who 
must forward it to the Federation e#iee with their report. 

GR1011 Special Judge 
4. Application must be received ii> by the Federation .Ql/iGe at least 21 days prior to the start of the 
competition. In cases where special applications are received prior to the competition, but less than 21 
days prior, the competition must pay a processing fee. If management disputes thatthe application was 
not timely filed or that the above fine is not properl y owing, it may request a procedural review of these 
issues before the Co Ch airs of the Hean ng Committee or their designees, provided that the request is 
made in writing to the Federation within 30 days of management's receipt of the Federation's notice of 
fine, specifying the grounds for the procedural review. The Co-Chairs of the Hearing Committee or their 
design ees may waive a part or al I of the fee upon a fin ding of good cause why the application was not 
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timely filed and/ or a finding that extreme hard ship results from the fee. 

GR1015 Special Steward 
4. Application must be received iA by the Federation GffiGe at least 21 days prior to the competition. In 
cases where the special applications are received prior to the competition, but less than 21 days prior, 
the competition must pay a processing fee. If management disputes th at the application was not timely 
Iii ed or that the above fine is not properly owing, it may request a procedural review of these issues 
before the Co-Chai rs of the Hearing Committee or their d esignees, provided th at the request is made 
within 30 days of management's receipt of the Federation's notice of fine, specifying the grounds for the 
appeal. Th e Co-Ch airs of the Hean ng Committee or their designees may waive a part or all of the fine 
upon a finding of good cause why the application was not timely filed and/ or a finding that extreme 
hardship resu It s from the fee. 

GR1024 Special Hunter Course Designer 
4. Application must be received iA by the Federation GffiGe at least 21 days prior to the start of the 
competition. In cases where special applications are received prior to the competition, but less than 21 
days prior, the competition must pay a processing fee. If management disputes thatthe application was 
not timely filed or that the above fine is not properl y owing, it may appeal in writing to the Federation 
within 30 days of management's receipt of the Federation's notice of fine, specifying the grounds for the 
appeal. Th e Federation's CEO or their designee, a special committee appointed by the President or the 
Hearing Committee wil I consider the appeal and may waive a part or all of the fee upon a finding of 
good cause why the application was not timely filed and/ or a finding that extreme hardship results from 
the fee. 

GR1025 Special Jumper Course Design er 
4. Application must be received iA by the Federation effiee at least 21 days prior to the start of the 
competition. In cases where special applications are received prior to the competition, but less than 21 
days prior, the competition must pay a processing fee. If management disputes thatthe application was 
not timely filed or that the above fine is not properl y owing, it may appeal in writing to the Federation 
within 30 days of management's receipt of the Federation's notice of fine, specifying the grounds for the 
appeal. Th e Federation's CEO or their designee, a special committee appointed by the President or the 
Hearing Committee wil I consider the appeal and may waive a part or all of the fee upon a finding of 
good cause why the application was not timely filed and/ or a finding that extreme hardship results from 
the fee. 

GR1101 Horse Identification Number and Horse Identification Form 

1. All horses competing in Federation licensed competitions must be properl y identified. For all such 
competitions, entries for each horse must include a Federation-issued Unique Horse Identification 
Number. Additionally, a Federation Recognized Discipline Affi liate may require horses to be registered 
with their organization, and if so, the entry mu st al so i nclud e that regi stration number. 
2. The Federation will issue only one Unique Horse ID Number per horse. This Unique Horse ID number 
must subsequently remain wit h the horse in perpetuity, and shall not be changed for any reason, 
in duding upgrade from Unique Horse ID to a Recording. change of ownership, change of name, or 
death. 3. Prior to submitting an application for a new Unique Horse ID number, it is the owner's 
responsibili ty to verify the current ID status of a horse through a Horse Recording/ ID search, (the 
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assistance of Federation staff may be requested) . Anyone who knowingly seeks to obtain an additional 
Unique Horse ID Number for a horse which has previously been issued one is subject to disciplinary 
action. 
4. 1h e Federation must be notified of any change of ownership and/ or competition name of the horse. 
5. Owners are requested to n otify the Federation of corrections to previously submitted information, 
e.g., names, addresses, breed registration, pedigree, or marl<ings. 
6. A Unique Horse ID number can be upgraded to Federation recording. The Unique Horse ID Number 
will remain the same. 
7. Applications for Unique Horse ID Numbers and/ or recordings can be completed online at 
www.usef.org W5ing tt::ae MoFSe applisat:ion foR=R wl::iicl::i san al50 be downloaded. Tl::ie IQ applicat:ioR form 
is also a¥ailable on reGJwestfr:eFR tl::ie ~eelerat:ion offise1 anEt fr~FR competition management. 
8. Com petition management is responsible for notifying exhibi tors in their prize I ists of the Unique Horse 
ID Number requirement, and availability of Horse ID Number application ~ on the Federation 
website. 
9. lhere will be no charge for Unique Horse ID Numbers that are issued via the internet to members of 
USEF or it s affiliates for : 1) horses that are life record ed, registered or otherwise identified or listed with 
a USEF discipline affiliate, or 2) hors es registered with a USEF breed affi liate. Horses not meeting the 
above criteria must have a completed USEF Horse application indicating on the application the request 
for a Horse ID before a number wil I be issued. 1h is form can be completed on the intern et, free of 
charge, at www.usef.org. 

GR1102 Horse Recordings 
1. Using each horse's Unique Horse ID number the Federation maintains the only official record of 
winnings for Federation awards, Federation ranking lists, Federation qualifying classes and Federation 
championships of horses at all Regular Competitions. To keep these records consistent, a horse should 
be recorded with the Federation in the same name of horse and owner under which it is exhibited at 
competitions. 1h e Federation's horse recording records are not a tit le regi stry and the Federation does 
not decide, otherwise resolve, or become involved in ownership disputes. 
2. Horses must be recorded in order to be eligible for National, Regional, or Zone Horse of the Year 
Awards (see GR1110), and to enter a USEF Show Jumping Ranking List class. (Exception: Horses entered 
in a USEF Show Jumping Ranking List class that are owned by a member of another National Federation 
and, have proof, in English, of current membership in good standing of their own National Federation, 
GR901.9, item 9.) 
3. Horses must be recorded in order to be eligible to compete in USEF/ USDF qualifying dasses for 
dressage championships and wil I not be credited with qualifying for the Region al Fin al s for Dressage 
Championships until they are recorded in the name of the current owner or lessee of record and unless 
they are entered in qualifying classes under their official recorded names and ownership. lhe 
responsibili ty for such recording rests entirely with the exhibitor. 
4. Horses competing in divisions restri cted to a particular breed may be recorded with the Federation 
under any name but if regi stered in a Breed Registry, the registered name must also be given. 
a. To maintain breeding identification, exhibitors may not shorten horses' names by dropping registered 
prefixes. 
5. Horse record ing applications are available lrgll'l l ~e ~ederaligo gffice g,: online at www.usef.org. The 
record ing fee is discounted for the life of a horse i f applied for from birth to December 31st of year 
foaled. A recording may also be activated on an annual basis, using each horse's Unique Horse ID 
number. Exception: Horses must be recorded for life to be eligible to receive FEI or National Passports. 
To quali fy for the age discount, registration papers and/ or other proof of age must be provided. The fees 
can be found on the horse recording application at www.usef.org. 
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6. Once a foal year has been submitted to the Federation office, the original date cannot be changed 
without a copy of the animal' s breed registration papers or a signed statement from a veterinari an 
certifying the animal' s age. 
7. A horse's Federation Recording may be made retroactive to cover bad points earned at Federation 
Licensed Competitions (Exception: Oressage) so long as a complete horse recording is received by the 
Federation within ten days of the Federation sen ding notification of bad points earned to the owner. 

GR1103 FEI Horse Passports 
1. Horses mu st be li fe recorded with the Federation. To be Ii sted in the passport, the owner(s) of the 
horse must be active member(s) of the Federation. The passport application and applicable fee must be 
submitted by the recorded owner (agent's signature is not acceptable) for a speci fic horse. 
2. FEI passport applications can be found on the Federation website er el31aiaed l >eFR l ~e Federalise 
elliEe. The horse's name on the passport must match its life record ing with the Federation exactly. 
3. Group-rate passports are available for Pai rs and Teams of driving horses as fol lows: 

a. For Pairs of two, three, or four horses and Teams of four, five, or six hors es ( al I horses with the 
same owner), the first FEI Horse passport is issued for the current individual rate and each 
additional FEI Horse passport (up to six) is issued for 50% of the cost of the initial passport. To 
qualify for this group rate, the passport applications for al I horses in the Pair or Team must be 
submitted (by the owner) simultaneously and dearly marked "Oriving Pair / Horses" or "Oriving 
Team / Horses." 
b. If an existing Pair or Team has FEI Horse passports and a horse is replaced, the new horse will be 
issued an FEI Horse Passport at the current individual rate (see also GR1103.5 and .6). 

4. Group-rate passports are available for Pairs and Teams of driving ponies as follows: 
a. For Pairs of two, three, or four ponies and Teams of four, five, or six ponies ( al I ponies with the 
same owner), the first FEI Pony Passport is issued for the current individual rate and each additional 
FEI Pony Passport (up to six) is issued for 50% of the cost of the initial passport. To qualify for th is 
group rate, the passport applications for all ponies in the Pair or Team must be submitted (by the 
owner) simultaneously and clearl y marked "Oriving Pair / Ponies" or "Oriving Team / Ponies." 
b. If an existing Pair or Team has FEI Pony Passports and a pony is replaced, the new pony will be 
issued an FEI Pony Passport at the current individual rate (see also GR1103.5 and .6). 

5. In accordance with GR1105 and GR1107, any change of the horse's name, or ownership must be 
record ed with and the passport sent in to the Federation for processing. 
6. Passports in need of change of ownership or nationality must be submitted to the Federation; 
applications and fee structure are available on the Federation website er eelai aed li:e"' l ~e Federalie a 
effiee,. The horse must be recorded with the National Federation of the new owner. 
7. All passports sent to the Federation for processing will be reviewed for compliance with cu rrent FEI 
regulations including those for Equine lnfl uenza. 
8. Passports must be revalidated every four years. Applications are avai I able on the Federation website 
or obtained from the Federation office. 
9. Ouplicate passports may be issued for lost or filled passports. The ,eqyef'I application for a duplicate 
passport must be signed by the owner of record, and in the case the passport is filled, the old passport 
must be sent to the USEF office aGGsr::r:ipaRy U:ua le~er gf r:eque&:t. 

GR1105 Transfer of Ownership 
1. Ownership of a Federation recorded horse may be transferred during the year without affecting the 
animal' s points provided proper authorization and fee are received by the Federation ~­
Authori zation for transfer of ownership of a horse holding a recording with the Federation may be 
submitted in the form of a signed Federation recording certificate or a proper bill of sale. Authorization 
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must be signed by the previously record ed owner(s). If these documents are unavailable, a Federation 
transfer affidavit may be obtained from the Federation GffiGe which must be completed, signed, 
notarized and returned to the Federation ~ with proof of ownership. Transfer documents and 
payment must be submitted online 1cia the new owner'5 f)4¥ USEF accs1o1nt or r=Railed to the Fedei:ation 
~-A horse will not be eligible to receive points under its new ownership until the conditions of 
GR1110 and GR1111 are met. Th e fees can be found on the horse transfer form at www.usef.org. 
2 Ot.rthorieation for ti:an5fer of owner:;hip ef a t:ier:se er pony tt::iat i5 er Ra5 been in po55€!55ien of a 
Federatien r=ReanirerRent card i:riay be 5YbR1it:ted in the foR=R ef a bill of rnle 5igr:ied by the pr:e¥iOIJ5 
owner or a 69p'f of bi::ee61 registration paper:; i5swe61 te the new owner; =R:i er:e is no fee to tr.ansfer 
ownership of a hoFSe or pony possessiRg only a liederation R=1eas1.:1reFRent caret, 
3. Authorization for transfer of ownership within a family (as defined in GR123) may be submitted online 
ia wFi tiag and signed by the previous owner(s) and the new owner(s). There is no fee to transfer a 
horse/ pony within a family. 

GR1107 Change of Name 
1. The record ed name of a horse competing in divisions that do n ot require breed registration may be 
changed by submission of the recording certificate to the Federation ~ accompanied by the required 
fee. The recorded name of ah orse can also be changed by submitting the Horse Name Change Request 
form which lists the fee and can be found at www.usef.org. Name ch anges may also be submitted online 
via the owner's MY USEF account. 

GR1110 General 

1. Points toward any Horse of the Year Award will not be credited until the applications and fees for the 
horse's recording, exhibit or's registration, transfer of ownership, name change or addition of owner(s) 
and owner's Senior Active, Junior Active or Life membership are received by the Federation offices. For 
these points to count with respect to any competition, the required materials and fees must be 
received by the Federation on or before the first licensed day of sudl competition. Furthermore, points 
toward any Horse of the Year Awards defined in GR1132, GR1133 or GR1134, will not be credited until 
the applications and fees for the horse's USHJA Horse Registration and the owner's USHJA Active or 
USHJA Life membership are received by the USHJA offices. Exception: Applications for Federation and 
USHJA Individual Membership and Horse Recordings submitted online at Licensed Competitions: 

a. For Dressage Competitions : 
1. Applieation s are ee Rsidereet e#eet:i\1e en the date U:ie ai,pli eat:ien ane1 eh:1 es ar=e i:eeei1.,eel 13y U:ie 
CeFRpetitien SeeFetary i,ro..,ided the ai,i,lieatieA is sigAed aAd dated by the Gemi,etitieA SeeFetary 
e A that same day. 
i!1. Applications completed on line at the competition are effective the date the application is 
submitted. 

b. For all Competitions other than Dressage Competitions: 
1 Opplisat:ionr are @nridered etfes.t:iice, for point& and eligibility to sornpete only, on the &'tart date 
of raid Cornpet#ion proicided the applisat:ion and duer ai:e reseiiced by the Cornpet:it:ion Sesretary 
and the applisat:ion ir rigned and dated by the Cornpet:it:ion Sesretary during the period of the 
Cornpet:it:ion. 
a1. Applications completed on line at the competition are effective, for points and eligibility to 
compete only, on the start date of the Competition. 

~ i;or point& to @unt with rerpert to any sornpet:it:ion, the required material& and teer rnurt be reseiHed 
by the i;ederat:ion offise (or by the Cornpet:it:ion Sesretary ree below) on or betore the fir&t lisenred day 
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ef 51.JGh GGrRpet:it:ien i;yrther:r::Rei:e, for peint5 te 001.Jnt in l=lt.Jnter}J t.JrRper/Eqt.Jitat:ien di¥i5ien5; applisable 
rRaterial5 aRd fee5 rR115t be resei>Jed byU.1e I 1s1=110 effise en er betei:e U.1e f:ir5t lisen5ed da'f ef 51.JGR 
GGrRpet:it:ien E~sept:ien· Opplisat:ien5 for i;ederat:ien aR,J/er tJSl=UO lndi>Jidt.Jal f)4erRberd.1ip and l=ler5e 
ReserdiRg5 51.JbrRit:ted at bisen5ed CerRpet:it:ien5; 

1 i;er Ore55age CerRpet:it:ien5· 
a Opplirat:ien5 ai:e sen5idei:ed effest:i¥e GR tRe date tRe applisat:ien and dt.Je5 are resei>Jed b'{tRe 
CerRpet:it:ien Sesi:etapt prn¥ided tRe applisat:ien i5 5igned and dated by tRe CerRpet:it:ien Secretary 
en tRat 5ar::ne day 

~. Oqpplisat:ions GOR=lpleteel online at the ooR=ipet:it:ion are effest:i¥e U1e Elate the applirat:ioR is 
S'dbr::nit:teel 

b, ~er all boR=ipet:it:ieRs other than Qi:essage Cor:npet:it:ions· 
l, Oqpplisat:ions are GORsielereel effest:we, for points aRel eligibility to sor:npete onl•t, on the 5taR 
elate of saiel bor:npet:it:ion pre¥i9e61 the applisat:ioR anel elwes are i:esei>Jeel b11 th e Cor:npet#ion 
Sea:etaPf anel the appl isat:ion is signed anel elate el by the Cor:npet:it:ion Sesretar=y el'd ring the period 
of the boR=ipet:it:ion, 
~:I. Oqpplisat:ions GOR=lpleteel on line at the GOR=lpet:it:ion are effeEt:i¥e, for points anel eligibility to 
GOR=ipete enl•t, on the 5t:art elate of the Cor:npet:it:ion , 

GR1132 Hunter and Equitation Divisions 

1. Eligibili ty 
a. Points toward any Horse of the Year Award for the Hunter Division will not be credit ed until the 
applications and fees for the horse's recording, exhibitor's registration, transfer of ownership, name 
change or addition of owner(s) and owner's Senior Active, Junior Active or Li fe membership are 
received online by the Federation offices. Furthermore, points toward any Horse of the Year Awards 
for the Hunter Division will not be credited until the applications and fees for the horse's USHJA 
Horse Registration, transfer of ownership, name change, or addition of owner(s) and the owner's 
USHJA Active or USHJA Life membership are received by the USHJA offices. Exception: Applications 
for FederaBeA a Ad USHJA Individual Membership and USHJA Horse Reee FEi iAgs Registrations 
submitted at Licensed Competitions. 
b. USHJA Zone points toward any Hunter / Jumping Seat Equitation Division Rid er of the Year Awards 
will not be credited until the applications and fees for the horse's USHJA registration, and ride r's 
USEF and USHJA' s active membership are received by the Federation and USHJA offices. Exception: 
Applications for Fede,aBeA aA d USHJA Individual Membership and USHJA Horse Registration 
submitted at Licensed Competitions. 

GR1133 Pony Hunter Breeding and Hunter Breeding 

1. Eligibili ty- Points toward any Horse of the Year Award will not be credited until the applications and 
fees for the horse's recording, exhibitor's registration, transfer of ownership, name change or addition of 
owner(s) and owner's Senior Active, Junior Active or Li fe membership are received online by the 
Federation~- Furthermore, points toward any Horse of the Year Awards will not be credited until 
the applications and fees for the horse's USHJA Horse Registration, transfer of ownership, name change 
or add ition of own ers(s) and the own er' s USHJA Active or USHJA Life membership are received by the 
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USHJA offices. Exception: Applications for ~ed ei:at:ioA aod USHJA Individual Membership and Horse 
Recordings submitted at Licensed Competitions. 

GR1134 Jumpers 

1. Eligibility. Points toward any Horse of the Year Award will not be credited until the applications 
and fees for the horse' s recording, exhibi tor's registration, transfer of ownership, name change 
or addition of owner(s) and owner's Senior Active, Junior Active or Life membership are received 
by the Federation &#ise. Furthermore, points toward any Horse of the Year Awards will not be 
credited until the applications and fees for the horse's USHJA Horse Registration, transfer of 
ownership, name change or addition of owner(s) and the owner's USHJAActive or USHJA Life 
m em be rs hip are received by the USHJA offices. Exception: Applications for Fedei:at:ioA aod 
USHJA Individual Membership and Horse Recordings submitted at Licensed Competitions. 

GR1210 General 

Apply annually to the Federation for dates for the competition. 

1. Medal Classes. 
a. Competitions offering Hunter /Jumping Seat Medal classes mu st offer at I east three additional 
classes under Federation rules suitable for those competitors who are eligible to compete in the 
Medal. These classes do not have to be Equitation classes. 
b. Competitions can not restrict cross entries between Medal classes. 
c. NOTE: Permission to hold a Medal class will not be granted to more than one, one day Licensed 
Competition held on consecutive days with the same management at the same location. 
d. Following the holding of the USEF Hunter Seat Medal, the USEFAdult Equitation Class and/ or the 
USEF Pony Med al Class, Competition Management shall forward to the Federation a total amount 
representing the per entry fee in each class. 
e. Following the holding of Federation Saddle Seat Medal and Saddle Seat Adult Amateur Medal 
classes, Com petition Management sh al I forward to the Federation a total amount representing the 
per entry fee in each class. 
f. Following the holding of USEF Western Equitation Junior Medal and Adult Amateur Medal Classes, 
Competition Management shall forward to the Federation a fee per rid er in each class. 

2. Nation al competition grounds mu st have a level surface area for measurement (when th ere are 
divisions that require measurement) in accordance with GR507. 
3. See that animals re qui red to be measured are correctly measured by the rules and order the 
measurement of any horse whose height or length of foot is protested by an exhibitor. 
4. Competition management must place a minimum of one (1) sharps container per competition, 
regard less of whether stabling is provided. 

a. If stabling is provided, for every fifty (50) occupied stalls, one (1) sharps container must be 
provided for the disposal of needles and other disposable sharp instruments. These containers must 
be placed in visible, accessible, and convenient locations in barns housing competition horses. 
b. Sharps Containers : A sharps contain er is made of puncture-resistant plastic with I eak-resistant 
sides and bottom. It has a tight fitting, puncture resistant lid, which does not allow sharps to come 
out of the container. Sharps containers must be properly labeled to warn of hazardous waste inside 
the container. Sharps containers must not be altered in any way from its manufactured form, such as 
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removal of securi ty measures or drilling of the plastic. Sharps containers must be protected from the 
elements as to not collect rainwater. 
c. It is competition management's responsibility to dispose of contents of sharps containers when the 
container is three-quarters (3/4) full, in accordance wit h community guidelines for proper disposal 
methods. Competition management may fine any individuals including trainers, owners, exhibitors, 
or their agents up to $100.00 for improper disposal of needles or other sharp disposable 
instruments. d. If local law has more stringent requirements than the above, related to sharps 
containers or disposal, local I aw wil I prevai I. Competitions that fail to place the re qui red number of 
containers on the competition grounds or dispose of the contents properly wi II be considered in 
vi elation of the rules and may be subject to penalty as determined by the CEO or their design ee 
and/ or the Hearing Committee. 

5. Competition Management is required to submit a Post Competition Report, along with the 
appropriate fees, to the Federation, ~e5tRla~ee er electronic date stamped within 10 calendar days 
after the close of the competition. Fees must be submitted by sashier,tsompan1f { f)eF50Ral check, money 
order, credit card, or wire transfer; cash will not be accepted as proper payment. For purposes of this 
rule, a Post Competition Report shall in dude all appropriate fees an Gt U:1e following pr:epeFly GOR=lf)lete61 
foFFR5 i a 12o5t bOFRf)et#ioR Ref)or:t i;:or:m, P 1em beFShip O.pplisation 5 anel J.loFSe ReGoH.ting O.pf)lisations. A 
fine of $100 will be imposed on any Competition Management which fails to submit any appropriate 
fees with the Post Competition Report ~e51Rlarl~ee er electron ic date stamped within 10 calendar days 
after the end of the competition. Com petition Management disputing that the fee/fine is properly owing 
may appeal in writing to the Federation within 30 days of the date of the notice of out st an ding fees and 
fin es. The Federation's CEO or their designee wi II consider the appeal and may waive part or all of the 
fine upon a fin ding of good cause why the payment was not submitted in a timely fash ion and/ or a 
fin ding that extreme hard ship resu Its from the automatic penalty. 

GR1213 Entries 

1. The name of any exhibitor whose fees are not negotiable mu st be reported in writing to the 
Federation within 90 days of the close of the competition. (See GR913). 
2. If th ere is a closing date, the competition must acknowledge al I entries made by that date. 
3. Ensure that no entry will compete until or unless the exhibitor and the ri der, dri ver, or handler and 
trainer, or agent(s) of such person(s), have signed an entry blank, including all post entries. In the case of 
a rider, driver or handler under 18, their parent or guardian, or i f not available, the trainer, must sign an 
entry blank on the min or's behalf. 
4. Ha•;e availaele a~~lieat!oRs ler aRlalesr 5talss. If a rider or driver in amateur classes does not possess 
current amateur certification, the secretary mu st require the individual to complete the necessary 
online status declaration a~~lieat!e A (see GR1307). 

GR1302 Duties 

1. Every exhibitor, ri der, dri ver, handler, and trainer or their agent(s) must sign an entry blank (see GR404 
and GR908.2). In the case of a rider, driver, or handler under 18, their parent or guardian, or if not 
available, the trainer, must sign an entry blank on the minor's behalf. 
2. Every exhibitor, ri der, dri ver, handler, and trainer or their agents must provide on the competition 
entry blank, all information required under Federation rules. Exhibitors are responsible for their own 
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errors and those of their agents in the preparation of entry blanks. 
a. The following credentials must be made available to Competition Management. Competitions may, 
attheir discretion, confirm any of the below electronicall y with the Federation Office: 

1. Original or copies of Federation membership cards., ~~ell'!pt;en· applisat;en5 OOll'lpleted att~e 
cor=Rpet:ition Tl.l e R1erRber will retain the pink oopy of U1e r=Rer=Rber:;t:lip appliGation forr::r:i which, 
wl:ien properl'f sigRed by Cor::r::ipetilion Sesretary, i5 ¥alid for 45 days fror=R the date sigRed er until 
the r=Rer=Rber:;Rip card is reGei¥ed f r=G r::R the f;ederation, 
2. Copies of Federation Measurement card s; 
3. Federation Amateur Certification; 
4. Federation horse recordings for USEF/ USDF qualifying classes for dressage championships and 
USEF/ USDF Dressage Championships (see DR127.2). 
5. Registration papers sh owing proof of ownership or a copy of the registration papers with a 
Certificate of Eligibility to Show issued by the American Saddle bred Registry for horses entered in 
classes restricted to American Saddlebreds must be submitted either with entry form atthe time of 
making entry or submitted to the show office before show numbers will be released. If a copy is 
sent with the entry form, the copy of registration papers will be returned when exhibitors pick up 
their numbers, if requested by the exhibitor. Original or copies of United States Hunter Jumper 
Association, Inc., membership card, i f applicable. 

b. Exhibitors are urged to submit photostatic copy of all required credentials with their entry blanks. 
(Exception: measurement card s, see Rules GR5O2.1 and HJ135). 
c. If an exhibitor does not submit the proper membership documentation to the competition and the 
competition cannot verify such information, (wi th the exception of Federation measurement cards) 
the exhibitor will be responsible to pay a Show Pass fee which is non-refundable. 

GR1307 Amateur status 

1. Only Senior Active Members of the Federation may obtain amateur status. Every person who has 
reached their 18t h birth day and competes in classes for amateurs under Federation rules must possess 
current amateur status issued by the Federation. Amateur status will be issued only en ,eeeipt ef t~ e 
appli eatlen p ,e peFl'f 5igned, e, on receipt of an onl ine status declaration, and is revocable at any time for 
cau se. Any person who has not reached their 18t h birth day is an amateur and does not re qui re amateur 
status. Exceptions: 

a. Amateur status is not required for Arabian ATR/AATR Walk-Trot/Walk-Jog 11 and over classes or 
Opportunity classes or Lite Competitions except for the Dressage classes and divisions that are 
restricted to amateurs. If Opportunity classes are offered at Dressage Competitions or Regular / Local 
Competitions with "Open" Dressage classes and are restricted to amateurs, riders are re qui red to 
have amateur status with the Federation. 
b. Equestrian Can ad a members in possession of current EC membership may sign for Federation 
Amateur status on a sh ow by sh ow basis at no cost. 

2. Foreign riders requesting Federation Amateur status, must be a Senior, or Life Competing Member of 
the Federation. 
3. Th ere is no fee for amateur status. An amateur continues to be such until they have received a change 
in status from the Federation. Any amateur who wishes to be re-classified on the grounds thatthey have 
engaged in or is planning on engaging in activities which wou ld preventthem from continuing to remain 
an amateur must notify the Federation in wri ting. 
4. Any professional who wish es to be reclassified as an amateur on the grounds that they have not 
engaged in the activi ties which made them a professional within the last twelve months must complete 
the reclassification process out I in ed below. 
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a. Such person sh all submit to the Hearing Committee an amateur reclassification request which is 
supported by: 

i. An otarized letter signed by themselves briefly out I in ing their previous horse related profession al 
activities and outlining their current activities performed within the twelve months since 
professional activities have ceased; 
ii. Two or more notarized letters from any Active Competing Federation members stating the 
relationsh ip with the applicant, outlining the applicants activities for the previous twelve-month 
period, and testifying th at the applicant has not engaged in any activities which would make them a 
professional as outlined in GR1306 during that peri od; 
iii. A processing fee; and 
iv. Sign and dedare amateur status on a cu rrent online Federation membership application or 
through an onli ne status declaration. The burden of proof of proving amateur status is on the 
applicant. The Hearing Committee may call for and/ or consider any and all further evidence and 
facts which it deems pertinent. The decision of the Hearing Committee on the reclassification 
request shall be fin al. 
v. EXCEPTION: Any amateur 25 and under, who has engaged in professional activities (as defined 
herein) may reapply for their amateur status utilizing a 3-month waiting period . The 3 month 
option is only available for a one-time use. Any subsequent application for amateur status would 
require a twelve-month waiting period. 

Please contact the Federation office for information regard ing international/professional Ii cen ses. 

GR1308 Membership and Document Requirements 

1. To be eligible to participate as a rider, driver, owner, handler, vaulter, longeur, lessee or agent at 
Federation Licensed Competitions, persons must be Members of the Federation as provided in GR202 or 
if not a member, must pay a Sh ow Pass fee as provided in GR206 (for exceptions see GR901.9). 
Exception: Applications for Federation Individual Membership and Horse Recordings submitted online at 
Licensed Competitions: 

a. For Oressage Competitions: 
l. Applieation s are ee nsielereel e#eet:i\1e GFI the et ate tl::le ai,pli eat:ieA aRel eh:1 es aFE: Feeei1.,eel 13y U:ie 
Cemi,etitien SecFetary i,rovideel the applieatien is signeel aAel elateel by the CeR=lpet#ieA Seeretary 
en that same el~•. 
2. Applications completed on line at the competition are effective the date the application is 
submitted. 

b. For all Competitions other than Oressage Competitions: 
l. Api, lieatien s are ee Rsielereel ef:feet=iveJ #er p eiAts aA el eligibility to eeFR J3ete e nly, en Hie st:ar:t elate 
of raid CoR1pet#ion proi•ided U:10 appliGation and duo& ar:e recei,cod by tl:ie CsR1potition Sesr:etary 
and tt:10 appliGation ir &igr::iod ar::id dated by the CorRpotition Socr:etai:y d1iringthe period ofU:10 

Cor=Rpetit:ion 
2. Applications completed on line at the competition are effective, for points and eligibility to 
compete only, on the start date of the Competition. 

c. Lessees are considered owners in connection with this membership requirement. When an entry is 
under multiple ownership, only one owner need be a Member or pay a Show Pass fee. 

2. MorRbon;Rip& GQR1ploted at the GOR1pot#ion R1H&t be fgpuar:d ed to U:10 i;odor:at:igr::i gffice u1ithiA teA 
{lO} day& gf the cls&e gf th e @r::r:ipet:it:isR a& par:t gf the fu ll csr::r:ipet:it:isA re&ult:&1 u1hich are detiRed iR 
GRl~l4 lhe r::r:ier::r:iber'& @py gf the applicat:isA i& ••alid fgr 45 day& gr UAt:il the r::r:ier::r:iber&hip card i& 
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reGei ved trgrR u.1e i;ederat:iGR 
a. The following credentials must be available to Competition Management and the Federation 
steward/technical delegate. Competitions may, at their discretion, confirm any of the below 
electronically with the Federation office: 

1. Amateur Status. 
2. Copies of Junior Hunter and pony measurement cards. 
3. Federation membership cards or a copy thereof. ~~sept:ioo· •pplisat:iGR5 GG"1pleted at t~e 
cgr::r::ipet:itiGR Tt:ie rRerRber will retaiR the piRk oopy gt the rRerRber;t:iip applicatiGR tgrrR which, 
,,,t:ieR proper:l>f sigr:i e61 91( tt:i e bempetitior:i Secr:etapt, is vali61 tor: 4§ Gtays tr:orR the Gtate sigr:i e61. 
4. Federation horse recordings for USEF/ USDF qualifying classes for dressage championships (see 
DR127.2), and USEF/USDF Dressage Championships (see DR127.2). 

AR110 Abbreviations of Cl ass Specifications/Junior Exhibitor/Amateur Requirements/Ages 
7. Adult Amateur Exhibitor Classes - Age 
b. Every adult amateur contestantthat has reached their 19t h birthday as of December 1 of the previous 
calendar year must hold amateur status. 
1. Every person who has reached their 19t h birth day and competes in cl asses for amateurs under 
Federation rules must possess current amateur certification issued by the Federation . Th is certification 
must be available for inspection or the competitor mu st have lodged with the competition secretary, at 
least one hour prior to such cl ass. An application form for such certification may be obtained on line from 
the Federation. Certification will be issued only on receipt of the application properly signed and is 
revocable at any time for cause. 

DR127 USEF/USDF Qualifying and Championship Classes and USEF/USDF National Championships for 
Dressage 
1. The Federation recognizes special competitions for Dressage Championships. Com petitions licensed 
by the Federation in the Competition category of "Dressage Competition" and who wish to hold 
quali fying dasses for one or more of these Championships should request information from the 
International Disciplines Department atthe Federation or from USDF. Dressage Competitions offering 
these classes shall make a complete report to the Federation and to USDF in order that membership and 
horse recordings can be checked. Complete results must be submitted to the Federation and USDF in 
compliance with GR1214, including names, addresses, individual membership numbers and horse 
recording numbers of al I class entries and the number of all ribbon winners. 
2. Unless specified otherwise in published selection procedures, all qualifying competitions for 
USEF/USDF Championships are open only to horses that have been recorded with the Federation, ridden 
by Junior Active, Senior Active, or Li fe Members. Annual or lifetime Horse Recording is required and 
horses with only HID numbers are not eligible. Horse owners must also be Junior Active, Senior Active or 
Life Members. If the horse has more than one own er, at I east one own er must have both active 
Federation Junior Active, Senior Active or Life membership and active USDF Participating or Business 
Membership. For a business or farm to be the valid owner under this requirement, it must be listed as 
an owner of the horse with both the Federation and USDF. Responsibili ty to record their horse(s) wit h 
and become members of the Federation rests entirely with the competitors. Quali fications wil I not count 
until the applications and fees for the horse's recording and rider's and owner's Junior Active, Sen ior 
Active, or Life Membership are received by the Federation, unless submitted according to the provisions 
of GR203.1 and GR1309.1. Horses must be entered in qualifying and championship classes under their 
offi ci al recorded names and ownership as specified in GR1102.3, and transfers of ownership or lease 
registrations mu st be completed in compliance with GR1105 and GR1108 prior to the competition in 
order for the horse to compete under the name of the new owner or lessee. It is further provided that 
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for qualifications to count with respect to any com petition, such materials and fees mu st be received by 
the Federation offi ce on or before the first recognized day of such com petition, unless submitted 
accord ing to the provisions of GR201.7 and GR1309.1. Qualifications are not retroactive. Competition 
secretaries of Federation Dressage Competitions are responsible to the Federation to ensure th at horses 
in qualifying and championship classes are recorded in compliance with GR1102 and riders and owners 
are current members of the Federation and meet other requirements as set forth in the descri ption of 
the Championship Classes, including that USDF membership and horse registration requirements are 
current. Copies of documents submitted by competitors to veri fy ~edei:at;eo aod USDF membership and 
horse recording must be available in the competition office. Information on USDF membership and horse 
registration requirements is avai I able through the USDF office. Affidavits will not be accepted for 
Federation or USDF membership or horse recording verification purposes for entry in Championship 
classes. 

EQ111 Requirements for Specific Cl asses 
5. USEF ADULT EQUITATION CLASS. Open to Amateur Senior Members of the Federation and USHJA. 
Application for membership and amateur certification can be made on line di,estly te the ~edei:at;eo, e, 
tl::ie eKhibitor san join ~rior to tl::i e 61355 threwgl::i the F=e9eration Stewar9. Only one rider per horse. To be 
shown over a course of not less than eight obstacles at 3'3". The course must include one combination 
which includes an oxer and two changes of direction after the first obstacle. Two or more tests of the top 
four competitors are required (See EQ113 for approved tests). To fill a class three competitors must 
complete the course. The winner will recei ve an embossed certificate from the Federation. Points will 
count as follows toward the annual USEF High Point Adult Equit ation Rider Award. Classes where six (6) 
or more entries complete the cou rse : 7, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1. Classes where three (3) to five (5) entries complete 
the course : 3, 2, 1. If there are 50 or more entries at the beginning of this dass, it must be divided by 
every other number and run as two separate classes. 

EQ119 Requirements for Specific Cl asses 
12. USEF SADDLE SEAT MEDAL CLASS (17 & Under and Adult/Amateur). 
a. Conditions Governing Competitors in USEF Saddle Seat Medal Classes 
1. USEF Medal Classes are open to Individual Junior Members in good standing who have not reached 
their 18t h birth day in accordance with GR128. Exception: Sad die Seat Adu It Amateur classes are open to 
amateur riders 18 years of age or older. Affiliated Members are not eligible. No credit will be given for 
winnings before a competitor becomes a member. 
2. Application for membership can be made directly to the Federation, eFthe euhieite, eae je ie ~FieFte 
U:ie elass U1Fe1:1gh the stewaFeL 
3. In Saddle Seat only the first place winner is eliminated from further qualifying classes during that year. 
In Saddle Seat Adult Amateur Medal classes a win does not eliminate a rider from further competition 
for the remainder of the year. 
4. The winner of a Medal Class Final is no longer eligible to compete in Medal classes in the division in 
which the Final was won. (Exception: Winners of the Saddle Seat Adult Amateur Medal Final will be 
eliminated from further competition in Sad die Seat Ad ult Amateur Med al d asses after two (2) 
consecutive or non-consecutive wins of the Final). 

HJ127 General 
1. Horses or ponies competing in any division, section, or class where height is a requirement must be 
measured. Measurements will be conducted in accordance with Subchapter HJ-7 Measurement. 
2. Com petition Management is required to ch eek measurement cards for hors es or ponies showing in 
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divisions, sections, or classes where height is a requirement. Management shall not provide a back 
number to an animal entered in such sections unless the exhibitor or their agent is in possession of: 

a. the origin al or a copy of a measurement card issued by the Federation. 
b. a copy of a valid measurement form. 

3. It is the responsibili ty of each owner to possess a valid measurement card for horses and ponies 
sh owing in divisi ans, sections, or classes where height is a requirement. 
4. Failure to comply with this rule by the owner, trainer or competition may result in disciplinary action. 
5. Competition management may, at its discretion, confirm any of the foregoing information 
electronically with the Federation office. 
6. All horses and ponies th at are presented for measurement of any kind are subject to drug testing. 
7. Measurements must be performed by a steward certified to measure and the official competition 
veterinarian. The official competition veterinarian must confirm the age of the horse or pony and that it 
was jogged and is serviceably sound. Upon the official competition veterinarian's verification of 
soundness, the steward 's measurement is final. The steward shall sign the measurement form. A 
steward may not measure a horse or pony that is owned by a member of their family or by any of theirs 
or their family member's clients. (See GR1041.4) 
a. Written gr @Electronic reports of every measurement or attempt to measure must be4eA-lsubmitted 
to the Federation~ together with the Steward' s Report, or the steward may be subject to penalties 
per Chapter GR7. 
b. The steward shall be either a steward offi ci ating at the com petition or a steward authorized in writing 
to conduct the measurement by the Federation CEO or their designee. The steward must be certified to 
measure. If the official competition veterinari an is not present at the competition, or not available wh en 
on call (see GR1211.5) the measurement may be conducted by a steward and a judge offi ci ating at the 
competition, or another steward offi ci ating at the competition; however, the measurement will be for 
the purposes of that competition only and no measurement card wil I be issued. Measurement forms wil I 
be ~ submitted to the Federation, but will not be given to the owner. (Exception: Exhibitors will not 
be penalized by having points withheld for measurement forms that are incorrectly filled out by USEF 
stewards and/ or competition management and/ or competition veterinarians. 
8. Stewards who perform measurements and other competition officials present who measure horses or 
ponies at a competition are responsible for their true measurement and mu st use the Federation 
approved measurement stick (See HJ 130). The names of the measuring stewards will be priA-le4 
displayed on the measurement card and they and other measuring officials may be subject to pen al ties 
per Chapter GR7 if i t is subsequently determined that a measurement is incorrect. 
9. Measurements are solely for the internal use of the Federation, its Licensed Competitions and i ts 
licensed officials in connection with competing for prizes, and do not constitute any representation or 
warranty regarding measurement information; accord ingly, the Federation, its Licensed Competitions 
and i ts licensed officials make no representation and sh all have no liability whatsoever for measurement 
errors. 
10. Measurements mu st take place at a Licensed Competition in which the horse or pony is entered to 
compete. Once the pony or horse has been measured the measurement is effective whether or not the 
pony or horse does in fact compete; whether or not the pony or horse competes, i t is also subject to 

drug testing. 
11. Measurement forms received by the Federation th at have in consistencies or errors may be denied a 
measurement card at the discretion of the Federation. If the horse or pony is denied a measurement 
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card, the Federation will notify the own er of the horse or pony and the horse or pony must be measured 
before they are eligible to show. 

HJ129 Membership Requirements and Fees 
Before any animal is measured the person presenting the animal must have in their possession the 
owner's Federation and USHJA membership number, a sigAed statemeAt sigAif•riAg tllat memeerslli p llas 
QeeR a13'3lieel for or f3FGGf of ~GJWiRe CaRaela mem9erst:i if3. 

HJ130 Completing the Measurement Form 
1. lhe measurement form must be filled out completely in triplisate before measurement takes place. 
Measurement cards will not be issued if the form is not completely filled out and legible. Exhibit ors are 
cautioned to make sure their measurement forms are filled out accurately and completely. 

a. It must include the name and date of the competition, the height of the animal, name, color and 
markings or absence thereof, sex, year foaled which must be verified by the official competition 
veterinarian at time of measurement. 
b. It must include the name and email address of the owner and their Federation membership 
number, if applisable, must be given. 
c. The train er who signs the entry blank at the competition must furnish the above information 
immediately before the pony is measured, this individual is certifying that all information is 
complete and correct and that they are 18 years or old er. 1h e form mu st be signed by the 
measurement official appointed to m easure. 
d. Disciplinary action pursuant to the Bylaws and GR7 may result for noncompliance with this Rule. If 
a horse or pony is presented for measurement by a person under the age of 18 and the 
measurement is submitted to the Federation office, the measurement wi II be invalid. The official 
completing the form must designate on the form that the owner is a current member or that the 
membership has been applied for (See HJ128) and th at the horse or pony is entered in a class atthat 
competition. l lle wlli te A copy is gw@I> provided to the owner or trainer and a copy, is retY rned 
submitted to the Federation~-
e. No changes can be made to such information once the form is sign ed. Any alterations, scratch 
outs, or rewrites to any part of the height must be clearly indicated and initialed by the measuring 
official. 

2. Before an animal is measured for a measurement card, the animal must be jogged for soundness on a 
firm, level surface with the offi ci al competition veterinarian in attendance, and show n o evidence of 
lameness. If found to be I ame by the official competition veterinarian, said animal can not sh ow at that 
competition and no measurement may be conducted. If an animal whose height has been protested is 
found to be lame by the official competition veterinari an, the measurement card will be held by the 
Federation and the owners must request an appeal measurement in ord er to reinstate the card. 
3. Federation officials will not perform "courtesy•; "trial", or repeat measurements. Once a pony or horse 
is presented for measurement, the owner/ agent must accept the resulting measurement. 
4. 1h e owner will receive a copy wh ich, when properly signed by the steward who made the 
measurement, is valid for 45 days from the time the animal is measured, regardless of age. 
5. Once a foal year has been submitted to the Federation office, the original date cannot be changed 
without a copy of the animal' s breed registration papers or a signed statement from a veterinari an 
certifying the animal' s age. 
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JP100 Eligi bi lity 
1. In order to compete in any Jumper classes at I icensed competitions as an exhibit or, rid er, trainer, or 
their agent(s), a person must be an Active member of the United States Hunter Jumper Association, Inc., 
or pay a Show Pass fee to the United States Hunter Jumper Association, Inc. Exception: Local 
Competitions, competitions restricted to a particular breed, and exceptions listed in GR901.9. 
2. USHJA Horse Registrations 

a. All horses competing in Federation licensed and/or USHJA sanctioned competitions with Hunter, 
Hunter Breed ing, Jumper and Hunter/Jumping Seat Equitation classes (except those activities 
enumerated in GR901.9, items 1-9) not restricted by breed must be properl y identified in 
accordance with GR1101, and must also be registered with USHJA (see GR1101.1). The USEF/ USHJA 
registration number for each horse must be entered on all entry forms for licensed competitions. 
Effective 5/1/23 
b. Applications for USHJA Registration can be completed on line at www.ushja.org or www.u sef.org 
using the USEF Horse Registration application form. +his foR=R i5 also available from the USf.lJ'\ or 
FeElerat:ion offise, or as a ElownloaEI fr:em U:1e USI-IJC\ or J;ederat:ion website er fFGFR 69FRpet:it:ion 
RlaR ageRleRI. Competition management is responsible for notifying exhibitors of this requirement in 
their prize list. 



GR310.7     Tracking #068-23     Draft #3      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 6/3/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

In an effort to increase the pool of licensed Stewards and Technical Delegates (TDs) and to provide individuals interested in becoming stewards and TDs with 
officiating experience, the Federation approved the use of Applicant Stewards and Applicant TDs (subject to completion of certain requirements and training 
including Safe Sport, background check, and educational modules) to officiate at USEF Lite Competitions. This also helps USEF Lite competition organizers, 
who are often working with limited resources, offset the cost of hiring a steward or TD and provides them with a larger pool of eligible individuals who are in 
closer proximity to their competition. Since performing Federation measurements takes specialized training and additional certification (even for already 
licensed Steward and TDs), it would not be prudent to mandate the requirement for measurement cards at USEF Lite competitions for those classes limited by 
size of horse or pony. Many participants at USEF Lite competitions are not interested in using the competitions for purposes of earning points or qualification, 
but even if they are using USEF Lite competitions for eligibility for a USEF licensed championship or final, they would have to have possession of a valid 
Federation measurement card in order to be able to enter and compete at said championship or final, so those individuals will still have to be compliant with 
the measurement rules.

Proponent Details Contact Information

CEO - Bill Moroney Leslie Mangan

lmangan@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 2: The Council would approve of this rule change if the verbiage were removed from those 
breed/discipline chapters that do not require measurement cards or host classes based on the 
height of the horse or pony: Connemara, Friesian, and Morgan.

Draft 2: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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SUBCHAPTER 3-8 COMPETITION CLASSIFICATION 

GR310 Restrictions on Local Competitions 
[ .. . ) 

7. Lite. Beginning December 1, 2022, Lite Competitions are a subtype of Local Licenses and are to be 
conducted in accordance with the General Chapters and applicable breed/discipline Chapter, except as 
stated otherwise below (Exception: Open Dressage classes are not permitted to be held at Lite 
Competitions): 
[ .. . ) 

7 ~4easu111-nt 
a n ~der=ati<N'I -asu111m0nt Gara"' f9rnJ is n9t required uir anl,y int" Uta 
Glasses lllStriGted by the heigllt "' the h91'58 "'P"RY j,/914<91<9~ h91'58S andp9nias 
_,st be wit/.Jin the GQ"9Gt heigllt <ange when G9rnpeting in Glasses restriGted by 
height, 

AR162 Height of Obstacles 
1. Regular Hunter Ow isions/Classes to be determined as follows (Note: any class offered at an AHA 

approved show that does not specifically adhere to the following nomenclature and specifications will 
be considered an unrated class): 

[ .. . ) 
k. 142 hands and under Working Hunter Over Fences - Open - 2'6' - must have a Federation 
measurement card or a Federation valid measurement form issued by the Federation in 
accordancewithAR159.4. Exception: In Lita C9rnpeti#9ns fseaGRJtO l)A Federation 
measurement card or form is not required for entry into Ute classes restricted by the 
height of the horse or pony. However, horses and ponies must be within the correct 
height range when competing in classes restricted by height. 
I. 14.2 hands and under V\brking Hunter JTR, AATR, ATR, AOTR - 2'3' - must have a Federation 
measurement card or a valid Federation measurement form issued by the Federation in 
accordance with AR 159.4. Exception: In Lite CQRJP9titi9ns fsee GRJtO 7) A Federation 
measurement card or form is not required for entry into Ute classes restricted by the 
height of the horse or pony. However, horses and ponies must be within the correct 
height range when competing in classes restricted by height. 
m. 14.2 hand and under Green Hunter over Fences - Open - 2'3' - must have a Federation/EC 
measurement card or a valid Federation measurement form issued by the Federation in 
accordancewithAR159.4. Exception: In Lite CQRJP9titi8ns fseaGRJtO l)A Federation 
measurement card or form is not required for entry into Ute classes restricted by the 
height of the horse or pony. However, horses and ponies must be within the correct 
height range when competing in classes restricted by height. 

CPI 14 Classlication by Size 
[ .. . ) 

7. A Federation measurement card or form is not required for entry into Lite classes 
restricted by the height of the horse or pony. However, horses and ponies must be within 
the correct height range ..+>en competing in classes restricted by height. 

HJ127 General 
1. Horses or ponies competing in any division, section or class where height is a requirement must be 
measured. Measurements will be conducted in accordance with Subchapter HJ-7 Measurement 
EK-GepOORI-IJla sampetitioos (sea GRJi0,7) 
2. Competition Management is required to check measurement cards for horses or ponies showing in 
divisions, sections, or classes where height is a requiremenl E-,>tie n; l ~a Ge "1p9t~ion~ 
GR1t0 7) Management shall not provide a back number to an animal entered in such sections unless the 
exhibitor or their agent is in possession of: 

a. the original or a copy of a measurement card issued by the Federation. 
b. a copy of a valid measurement form. 
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HK103 Height 
[ .. . ) 

2. Ponies shown in the Harness Pony and Roadster Pony sections must possess a current 
measurement card or valid measurement form issued by the Federation. (See GR502). 
Exception: IR Lite C9mpoliljgm (see G/UtO 7) A Federation measurement card or form is 
not required for entry into Lite classes restricted by the height of the horse or pony. 
However, horses and ponies must be within the correct height range ..+Jen competing in 
classes restricted by height. 

HK134 General 
[ .. . ) 

3. Ponies may not be shown in a Roadster performance class unless the owner possesses a 
current measurement card or valid measurement form issued by the Federation or Management 
can confirm the measurement electronically wnh the Federation ( see General Rules, GR502). 
Exception: IR Lile C9mpelili9m (see GR1t0 7) I\ Federation measurement card or form is 
not required for entry into Lite classes restricted by the height of the horse or pony. 
However, horses and ponies must be within the correct height range ..+Jen competing in 
classes restricted by height. 

NS106 Division of Classes 
1. Classes may be divided according to: 

a. Sex or age of horse. 
b. Height- 152 hands and under; over 15.2 hands. A Federation measurement card or form is 
not required for entry into Lite classes restricted by the height of the horse or pony. 
However, horses and ponies must be within the correct height range ..+Jen competing in 
classes restricted by height. 
c. Sex or A;je of rider. 
d. With or without Championships. 

NS147 Classes Offered and Specifications 
1. Qualny, animation and expression are paramount. Classes may be divided according to: 

a. Sex- Mares, Stallions/Geldings. 
b. Height--0ver 142 hands and not exceeding 15 hands; 15.2 hands and under; over 15.2 
hands. A Federation measurement card or form is not required for entry into Lite classes 
restricted by the height of the horse or pony. However, horses and ponies must be within 
the correct height range ..+Jen competing in classes restricted by height. 

RD 101 Eligibility 
[ .. . ) 

2. Roadster Ponies: Registration is not required for ponies competing in the Roadster division. 
Ponies may not be shown in a performance class unless the owner possesses a current 
Measurement Card or valid Measurement Form issued by the Federation (see GR502). 
Exception: IR Lite C9mpelili9m (see GRJtO 7) A Federation measurement card or form is 
not required for entry into Lite classes restricted by the height of the horse or pony. 
However, horses and ponies must be within the correct height range ..+Jen competing in 
classes restricted by height. 
All Roadster Ponies must be re-measured and issued new measurement cards prior to competing 
in licensed competitions for the year 2004 and beyond. 

SB 145 Division of Classes 
1. Classes may be divided according to: 

a. Sex or age of horse. 
b. Height--0ver 152 hands; 15.2 hands and under; 14.2 hands and under. Entries 14.2 hands 
and under must possess a valid measurement card or form, the measurement to be done as per 
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S8204.3. Exception: l11 Lite Competilio,is (ue GRJtO 7) A Federation measurement card 
or form is not required for entry into Lite classes restricted by the height of the horse or 
pony. However, horses and ponies must be within the co"ect height range when 
competing in classes restricted by height. 

S8204 Eligibility 
1. Ponies must be ridden by Junior Exhibitors; therefore, manners are paramount and lhe ponies should 
have agreeable attitudes. 

2. American Saddlebred-type Pony classes are restricted to mares and geldings 14.2 hands and 
under (see SB204.3c). The owner must possess a current USEF Measurement Card or a valid 
measurement form issued by lhe Federation. See GR502. Exception: IR Lite Cernpetilie,is, 
(ue GRJtO 7) A Federation measurement card or form is not required for entry into Lite 
classes restricted by the height of the horse or pony. However, horses and ponies must 
be within the co"ect height range when competing in classes restricted by height. 

SP107 Height 
2. A pony shall not be shown in a Performance class unless lhe owner is in possession of a current ASPC 
or Federation Measurement Card or valid measurement form issued by ASPC or the Federation or 
Management can confirm the measurement electronically with the Federation. (See GR502.) &Geptio,i; 
lite Gompetitio11c (See GR1t0 7) 

WL 102 Height 
2. Management shall not perm~ an animal to be shown in any Welsh performance class at a Federation 
Licensed Competition unless lhe person presenting the animal is in possession of one of the following: 

a. A measurement card issued by the Federation bearing lhe date of August 15, 1993 or 
thereafter; ~io11· Ute competitions (See GRJ10 l}; O' 
b. Certified measurement card applied for prior to December 1, 1987; & Geptio11· Lite 
competitioos (See GRJ10 ZJ; or 
c. A copy of a valid measurement form. Competition management may, at its discretion, confirm 
any of the foregoing information electronically with lhe Federation Office. f.¥ception· Ute 
G9mpeiUig1:,s (599 GR310 l} 
d. A copy of av a lid permanent measurement card issued by WPC SA or two copies of a 
temporary measurement card issued by WPCSA. 



GR870     Tracking #072-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 8/31/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

As horses converge from varying barns and locations to licensed competitions, maintaining the health and safety of equine competitors is of paramount 
importance. In an effort to ensure the continued health and safety of horses at licensed competitions, competitors must agree to comply with disease 
prevention biosecurity measures imposed by the Federation, competition management, and state or federal animal health officials. This rule change will 
ensure this requirement is clearly understood. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Veterinary Katie Flynn

kflynn@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
GR 871 (073-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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SUBCHAPTER 8-H EQUINE HEALTH AND ISOLATION 

GR870 Competitor Biosecurity Requirements 

All riders, drivers, vaulters, handlers, owners, trainers, coaches, grooms, agents, and lessors 

must abide by and comply with biosecurity measures and equine health requirements 
imposed by the Federation, Competition Management, and local, state, and federal animal 
health officials. 



GR871     Tracking #073-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 8/31/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

In order to ensure the highest levels of horse and human safety and health exist at licensed competitions, competition management must comply with 
applicable state and federal animal health requirements in effect. This rule will ensure this requirement is abided by. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Veterinary Katie Flynn

kflynn@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
GR 870 (072-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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SUBCHAPTER 8-H EQUINE HEALTH AND ISOLATION 

GR871 Competition Monogement Biosecurity Requirements 

Competition Management must ensure licensed competitions are conducted in accordance 
with all applicable Federation, local, state, and federal animal health requirements. 



GR314.1     Tracking #075-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 8/23/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

In an effort to effectively manage the eventing calendar in a timely and efficient way, the intent is to remove the FEI and Advanced levels for Eventing from the 
mileage charts in GR3. The CCI4*-L, CCI4*-S, CCI3*-L, and Advanced levels are all bid levels. Therefore, they have been exempt from mileage boundaries 
and their inclusion in this chart is no longer applicable. The inclusion of the CCI3*-S, CCI2*-L, CCI2*-S, and CCI1* creates a contradictory review process 
because it could be approved or disapproved through the mileage exemption process but then a different outcome may result from the process mandated by 
the Policies and Procedures, and as it stands the outcome of the mileage exemption process would prevail because they would not be able to secure a 
license. Mileage exemptions are just reviewed by the Priority Date Holder. The review process through the Policies and Procedures are more robust. It is the 
expectation that the review that is conducted per the will consider the implications of any addition with the surrounding competitions because more people get 
to weigh in on the request.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Amber Braun

abraun@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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GR314 Mileage: b. Mileage Boundaries for Eventing Competitions and the char t. 

1. Mileage Boundaries for Ev en ting Competitions. 
a. Eventing competitions are categorize<! by level offere<l, and mileage is applie<l to the 

applicant compet~ion. Where an Eventing compet~ion hosts more than one level, the highest 
applicable mileage radius will apply. Exception· For 61eotiog competitions occ,wiog on 
Oasombor 1, JQJJ and U::ior-eaftor. lf:ia rRiloa90 Pdle will ogt apply ts F61 CCl 4 b, CCl 4 S. 
CCIJ b, or Fodei:ation Adaanced lo,,el coi=Rpotiti8ns, or any gthor kl"el t::iosted thmewiU::i, e.g. 
the mileage n ,le will not apply to a CCl3 S hosted with an Advanced level competition 

b. Tt.:ia I ISEA A i:R9risan e,, ontin9 Chai:r::ipionst:iip is not s1.11ajast ts tt::ia i:r:iodifo;ation pi:g,cess, and 
is eligible fgr i:onewal at a now location as needed. For Eventing competitions occurring on 
December 1, 2022 and thereafter, tbe radii ,swill be :iero tor C Cl4 I , CC14 S, Adu aoced, and 
CCI J b lo" els aod the mileage chart fQr rei:naioiog le" els will apply only to those competitions 
not hosting FEI CCl4-L, CCl4-S, CCl3-L, or Fe<leration M vance<l levels: 

Eventing Mileage Chart Areas 1, 2, 3, and 8 Eventing M ileage Chart Areas 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, and 10 

Level Radius Level Radius 

~ -00 ~ -00 

~ = ~ 400 

cauaR;ed: = cauaR ;ed 440 

= -00 = 900 

~ :!00 ~ :!00 

lntennediate 200 Intermediate 300 

= ;}00 = ;}00 

~ 4-00 ~ :!00 

Preiminary 100 P refim ill8 ry 200 

= '1-00 = = 
Modified 100 Mocii ed 200 



GR845.1     Tracking #076-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 8/31/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Isolation of a sick horse is critical to protecting the health of all other horses on competition grounds. The intent of this rule change is to create a separate rule 
containing all the requirements of the isolation plan, outside of the requirements of the accident preparedness plan, to ease the access to this information. 
Competitions are currently required to have an isolation plan in place prior to the start of the competition, this rule change does not impose a new requirement 
to that effect. Currently, the Federation does not provide guidance as to the location or quantity of isolation stalls. Based on questions received from 
competition organizers, this rule will provide a formulaic approach to structuring of an isolation stabling plan. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Veterinary Katie Flynn

kflynn@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
GR 873 (074-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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GR845 Accident Preparedness Plan 

1. All competitions must have in place, prior to t he star t of the competition, an accident 
preparedness plan. IA aBSit=ien, all eoFA,:iet=it=iens FAUSt have in plaee an isolat=ien J3retoeel f.er 
horrer Competition& R=IU&t report to the Chief AdR1iAictrator of the CrYg& gt P4edicationc 

PregraFA, within 24 hours, any heFse i8ent=ifie8 to GoFA13et=it=ien M anageFAent as showing 
cyR1ptQR1E of infectiour direaHh put into iro lation at the cor:r:ipetition1 or that dopartc tho 

eeFAµetitien to reeeive treatFAent f.er a 13otent=ial inf.eetious disease. 

2. Competition M anagement is responsible for ensuring that all appropriate competition 
officials and competition staff are advised of the accident preparedness plan aAd isglal=igA 
pFeteeel feF ReFses, and that they are distributed accordingly. 

3. The accident preparedness plan aAa pFeteeel must be given to the Steward or Technical 
Delegate prior to the star t of the competition. 

4. The Steward or Technical Delegate shall submit a copy of the accident preparedness plan aAQ 

pFeteeel to t he Federation along with their Steward or Technical Delegate report. 

5. At a m inimum, the accident preparedness plan must include: 
a. Emergency call/radio prior ity protocol; 
b. list of emergency telephone numbers and directions to the competition that can be 
relayed to offsite responders; and 
c. Name and contact information of the Safety Coordinator. 

SUBCHAPTER 8-H EQUINE HEALTH AND ISOLATION 

GR 874 /SOS/JnP/811 

1. All competitions that have ansite stabling af competition horses must have in place a 
written isolation protocol for horses. The isolation plan must be submitted ta the Federation 
na later than 14 days prior ta the start af the competition. The isolation plan must include at a 
minimum the requirements enumerated in the Federation's template isolation plan available 
an the Federation's website. 

a. An ansite isolation stabling plan is required if the Ucensee of a competition is hasting 
competition(s) aver more than ten consecutive days at the same location. For purposes 
af this rule, the ten consecutive days begin the first day stabling is open far horses 
entering the competition venue. The number af isolation stalls required is equivalent 
ta one percent af the previous year's horse count up ta a maximum of ten isolation 
stalls, if the competition has mare than 1,000 horses. 

b. If affsite isolation stabling is contemplated in the isolation plan, an agreement 
between competition management and the isolation facility is required. 

2. Competition Management must report ta the Federation's Equine Health and Biosecurity 
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Veterinarian, within 24 hours, any horse identified to Competition Management as showing 
symptoms of infectious disease, put into isolation at the competition, or that departs the 
competition grounds to receive treatment for a potential infectious disease. 

3. Competition Management is responsible for ensuring that all appropriate competition 
officials and competition staff are provided and aware of the isolation plan for horses prior to 
the start of the competition. 

4. The isolation plan must be posted onsite during the competition. 



GR302.1     Tracking #077-23     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 6/3/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Individuals conducting business with the Federation, either as licensed competition Licensee or as signatories of Farms, must be Senior Active Members of 
the Federation as these are benefits provided by the Federation. Ensuring compliance with all requirements of membership is a priority to the Federation and 
individuals associated with and representing the interests of licensed competitions and Farms recorded with the Federation must maintain compliance with 
those requirements.

Proponent Details Contact Information

CEO - Bill Moroney Leslie Mangan

lmangan@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: The Council strongly feels that downloadable forms need to be available for those within the 
Amish community or of Spanish speaking origin. The Council would like verbiage to be added into 
the rule informing that downloadable forms are available upon request and would be accepted.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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GR3O2 License Application Policies and Procedures 
1. General Provisions. 
a. License Duration. The duration of the License agreements will be one (1) year. All Licensed 
Competitions are subject toa Competition Evaluation. 
[ ... ) 
j . A licensee may advertise a new or renewing competition prior to receiving a license provided that the 
advertising clearly and prominently slates that the competition is pending Federation approval. 
k. At least one of the Licensee's signatories who is authorized to legally bind the Licensee must 
be a Federation Senior Active Competing Member in good standing. See GR201. 

GR11O2 Horse Recordings 
[ .. . ) 
5. Horse recording applications are available i,eFR l~e l:e~e,alieR ellise er online al www.usef.org. If the 
horse is recotded as owned by a Farm'Business, at least one owner of the Recorded 
Farm'Business must be a Federation Senior Active Competing Member in good standing. See 
GR201.The recording fee is discounted for the life of a horse if applied for from birth to December 31st of 
year foaled . A recording may also be activated on an annual basis, using each horse's Unique Horse ID 
number. Exception: Horses must be recorded for life lo be eligible to receive FEI or National Passports. 
To quall y for the age discount, registration papers and/or other proof of age must be provided. The fees 
can be found on the horse recording application at www.usef.org . 

GR124 Farm/Business 
1. Life Recorded Farm/Business. A Life Recorded Farm/Business is any farm, ranch, syndicate, 
partnership, corporation, business that atlains Life Recording upon a single payment of the fee 
established by the Federation. A bite Rocoi:dod Fari:r:i/ la1.1siRo&s shall t.:iave all IRo i:ights aRd privileges 9f 
membership 2nd be s, ,bject to 211 liabilities and penalties, u,bicb may be icpposed , ,poo Members They 
shall be e>49i=Rpt fl:oi=R aoo1:1al dues. 

GR2O2 Membership Requirements 
4. If a horse(s) is owned by a farm or any other entity, at least one of the~ Farm'Business 's 
owners, eitt:ier FarR1lla1.1cioocc or iodivid1.1al, must be a Federation Senior Active Competing Member in 
good standing. See GR201 also obtain an exbib~or i:egis:tratioo pwsuaot to GP1106. 

GR11O6 ei"'i0il8r ~e~isl,al ieR Horse Recording Ownership Requirements 
1. Entries may be made in a name other than that of an individual for Horse of the Year Awards, provided 
such name (Slable/Farm, Corporation, etc.) is recorded w~h the Federation . Duplication of farm names is 
discouraged but not prohibited. Horses shown under a partnership, i.e., Sm~h & Smith, Jones & Jones, 
must be duly registered. All applications for registration of (Slable/Farm, Corporation, etc.) must be 
signed by each of the bona fide owners and accompanied by the required fee. The fees can be found on 
the Farm, Corporation, Syndicate or Partnership Recording application at www.usef.org . 
2. In order for points lo count toward Federation Horse of the Year Awards, at least one owner must be a 
Federation activ e Competing or Lie member. 
a. In order for points lo count in Hunter/Jumper/Equilation divisions, one owner of the 
Stable/Farm/Corporation, etc. must be an Active/Competing individual member of USHJA. 
3. Mditional owners (including members of the family of the owner) may be in eluded at no extra fee. 
Authorization to include add~ional owners must be made in wr~ing and must be signed by each bona fide 
owner and will be effectiv e the day such authorization is received in the Federation office. 



GR150     Tracking #078-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 9/1/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Amongst officials and competitors there is currently confusion surrounding when video can be used in rendering decisions and, if permitted, what video 
footage is permitted to be used. While some breeds and disciplines permit the use of video footage to aid in the making of decisions, the Federation’s general 
rules are silent on the issue. With the addition of this definition, the use of video footage will be clarified and the integrity of the use of footage will be 
preserved by limiting the use to only official video footage.

Proponent Details Contact Information

CEO - Bill Moroney Leslie Mangan

lmangan@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
EV 115 (194-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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GR150 - Official Video 
Official video is footage captured by the videographer or production campanyapproved by the 
Federation or licensed competition. 

GR1219 Use of Official Video 
At Federation licensed competitions, Judges are barred from reviewing video footage or other 
electronic media when making field of play decisions, unless stated othel\Vise in the breed or disdpline 
division rules. If judges are permitted to review video footage under breed or disdplines division rules, 
only original unaltered Official Video footage is permitted to be reviewed. see GR150. 



GR111     Tracking #080-23     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 2/1/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The nomenclature used throughout Chapter 3 is inconsistent and over time, confusion has arisen amongst competition Licensees. In an effort to provide clear 
processes and timelines, this rule change makes consistent the terms used throughout the chapter, adds definitions to commonly used terms, and updates 
written procedures to better align with practices.

Proponent Details Contact Information

CEO - Bill Moroney Leslie Mangan

lmangan@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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CHAPlER 3 COMPETITION LICENSING 

SUBCHAPlER 3-A COMPETITION LICENSE APPLICATIONS 
GR301 Agreement 

GR302 License Application Polic:ies aod ProGedui:es 

GR303 Compet~ion Fees. Account Review, and Insurance 

GR304 Compet~ion Sale and Issuance of a New License 

GR305 Cancellation of Competitions or Classes 

GR306 Inactive Compet~ions 

SUBCHAPlER 3-B COMPETITION CLASSIFICATION 
GR307 Classification 

GR308 National Championships 

GR309 Special Competitions 

GR310 Restrictions on Local Competitions 

GR311 Awards Rating Classifications 

GR312 Determining Ratings 

GR313 Special Conditions 

SUBCHAPlER 3-C COMPETITION MILEAGE 
GR314 Mileage 

SUBCHAPlER 3-D MILEAGE EXEMPTION AND COMPETITION LICENSE DISPUlES 
GR315 Mileage Exemption 

GR 316 License Application Disputes and Resolution 

Preamble 

The licensing authority, licensing decisions, and calendar management rest solely with the Federation. The 
Federation seeks to provide a competition environment that is in the best interest of the sport of Equestrian, 
prov ides sufficient opportunity for the development of equine and human athletes, and provides for viable 
compet~ions to meet the needs of the sport at all levels within a geographic area. 

© USEF 2024 - 1 
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CHAPlER 3 COMPETITION LICENSING 

SUBCHAPlER 3-A COMPETITION LICENSE APPLICATIONS 

For Eventing FB CC/4-L, CCl4-S, CCl3-L, or Advanced level competitions occurring on December 1, 2022 and 
thereafter, l there is a conflict between these rules and the USEF FEI Eventing Calendar Policies and 
Procedures, the latter shall prevail. It should be noted that nationally rated Eventing competitions hosted with a 
FEI Eventing competition are subject to the U SEF FEI Even ting Calendar Policies and Procedures. Exception: ~ 
EvoRtiRg co1+1patitioRs ceRsisting e>«;lusP•o~ 9f Showcases or Arena Eventing, occt,uring on DeGon:ibor 1, 2022 
and tf:tereaftei; the f.ollowiog n ,les apply regardless of level. 

GR30 1 Agreement 

1. All applications for a Federation license are accepted w~h the explicit agreement of competition Licensee that 
all classes (rated or unrated) to be held on a Federation licensed date must be recognized by the Federation 
and are governed by all applicable Federation rules, and that no unrecognized classes will be held on any 
date for which Federation recogn~ion is requested, except ll>al: 
a. Horse Trials at Eventing competitions Compelitioos below the Modified Level. 
b. Eventing Tests at all levels. 
c. Draft Horses classes. 
d. Miniature Horse classes. 
e. Non-affiliated National Breed or discipline association classes. 
f. ¼ ulting levels/classes below A-Teams, 8-Teams, C-Teams, Senior Teams, Junior Teams, Gold, Silver, 

Bronze, Senior and Junior Indiv iduals, and Open Pas de Deux, Senior Pas de Deux and Junior Pas de 
Deux. 

g. Academy classes. 
~- Qualif),iog classes /Qr '\/Qui~ Reioiog classes or Reioiog classes al I ISA Reioiog aod ~IRHA approved 

cei:r::ipotitions. 
1. Exhibitions$ wJlich ar-e 9oli-Rodferp1:1"JJ')f,eS of these rules-as a domeRstratio,-., classfesJ or 

competitio11 i11 a 11-compe##ve ma1111er of a breed or discipti11e whether recog,iized i11 the 
Fiideratioo Alles or IIOI, J:lle distributio11 of prize IIIQ119¥ is prohibited i11 e~llibitio11s for which there 
are no breed or df., is ion rules. 

J. Huotar tlumper competitioos desigoaled "Outreach" compel~ioos classes designated by USHJA at 
Hunter/Jumper competitions and limited to eilhor one competition day or i=RYltiple co1+1potition days witt.:i 
a maximum of two competition rings (one hunter ring and one jumper ring) per day. 

k I lni:ocggni.i9d classes 1+1ay be hold in ~Aj• mstion •u~l:i QF g, 1riAg a Federation licensed l..iseAsed Paso 
Fino competitions. 

2. These above named classes/levels can be held as are unrecogniz~ only provided a separata entry blank is 
~ and the prize list and/or Omnibus must clearly statet. that tt::ie slasses ar& not resogniaed by tf.:le 
FederatioA. 

3. Exception: FEI rules take precedence as to international classes and events over Federation rules at all FEI 
Sanctioned competitions Compelitioos. Federation rules take precedence as to national classes and events 
which are not FEI Sanctioned at FEI Sanctioned competitions Compel~ieos. 

4. Competftion Management is responsible for verifying eligibilfty of participants to compete and/or be 
on competftions grounds. 

GR302 License Application PGliGies aRGI PF8GedwFes 

1. General Provisions. 
a. License Duration. The duration of the biceose license agreementswill be one (1)year.AII biceosed 

licensed competftions Cempetitieos are subject to a Competition Evaluation. 
b. Discretion to Approve or Deny Application. The approval of a new or renewal biceose license 

application ApplicalieR shall not be unreasonably withheld. However, the Federation may reject a new or 
renewal biseose license application Applisalien, l the Chief Executive Officer determines that the 
Licensee is unsu~able to host a Federation compet~ion based on any of the following factors or any other 

© USEF 2024 - 2 
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faclors that may be prejudicial to the best interest of the Federation or equestrian sport: 
1. Financial viability concerns; 
11 . Safety matters; 
111. Failure to comply with any Federation rules; 
i,. Breach of any Federation competition license agreement; 
v. Information that the Licensee has a relationship with a third-party to host the competition for a fee or 

remuneration to the Licensee, or otherwise transfers benerns and obligations under the Federation 
license agreement biseose Agcee""9AI to another party for remuneration; or 

vi. Licensee is not actively engaged in hosting the competition. 
c. Submission of Compet~ion License Applica tions. Complete license applications biseose ApplisatiQAS 

must be accompanied by all appropriate fees. Applications should be sent to the Federation using a 
method that provides delivery confirmation. The Federation is not responsible for undelivered 
applications. Applications must be received by the date specified in the policies. Applica tions for 
competitions, which are not made in accordance w~h the preceding requirements, will not be considered. 
The Federation shall provide written acknowledgement to all license applicants within 14 working days of 
receiving a completed license application and the applicable fees. The Federation processes requests 
and applications in the order in which they were received. 

d. Holding of License Applications. License applications for compet~ions unable to be approved for any 
reason, excluding mileage conflicts and competitions that are awarded through a bid process, will be sent 
written notification by the Competitions Department and held for a period of 30 calendar days from the 
date of that notification to allow the competition in question to submit the information required, seek 
alternative dates, or make other license modifications. At the end of the 30-day period, if the application 
has not been completed or the 30-day period has not been extended by the Compet~ions biseosio9 
Department following the submission of a written request, the application will be considered to have been 
withdrawn and the dues will be refunded less a with drawal fee pursuant 
1. Except as provided herein, there will be no holding of applications or dues, and applicants must 

reapply annually. Applications that seek approval for a license biseose lo conduct a competition on a 
date that has been open for more than the web posting period will be accepted at any time with 
respect to the deadlines outlined in GR302. All applications for dates that have been open for more 
than the open date web posting period will be considered in the order received. 

e. Competition Inspection. The Federation shall determine when a competition venue requires inspection(s). 
If the competition facility is not complete at the time of inspection, the Licensee must submit evidence that 
the facility will be complete by the competition start date to the satisfaction of the Federation. Any 
Federation required inspection(s) of a competition venue will be conducted at the applicant's expense. 

f. Requests for Mditional Information. The Federation may, at its discretion, request additional information 
from an applicant, i.e. facility lease agreement, etc. Applicants are expected lo supply all relevant 
information with their application. The license will define the obligations of both the Federation and the 
Licensee and are subject to nonrenewal or termination by either party. 

g. Competition Calendar. Existing licensed dates and locations are posted on the Federation website. 
Competitions listed on the FEI calendar remain subject to Federation approval and may be removed from 
the FEI calendar if approval is not granted . When a date that has been licensed becomes available (New 
Open Date), it will be posted on the Federation website for 30 calendar days. Reasons a date may 
become available include, but are not limited to: 
1. A renewal license application and/or payment not being received by the Federation in accordance 

w~h the application requirements; 
11 . Norrrenewa/ or denial of a license application Faih.11:0 Qf tf.:lo exisliR9 G91+1petitioR t9 acl::iiei•e a 

satittactory Compo titioR E•al1.1atioR; 
111. Licensee is not in "good standing• with the Federation, or any other issues that may be prejudicial to 

the best interest of the sport 
w. A cancellation, withdrawal, or revocation of a license. 

h. License Modification. Any changes to the license biseose agreement following its execution including 
location, dates, rating, level, or prize money, will require a license modification request and payment of a 
fee. Any modifications resulting in a conflict will result in the loss of Priority Date Holder status. Any 
modification not resulting in a conflict shall comply with the provisions set forth below in order lo retain 
Priority Date Holder status. The Federation may or may not approve the requested changes. Exception: 

© USEF 2024 - 3 
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Eventing compet~ions offering interme<liate level and below w~hout mileage conflict requesting changes 
outlined in GR302.1 h5 must follow the Eventing compet~ion modlication process outlined in GR3022g 
1. Holding a compet~ion on a date(s) other than that approved shall constih.Jle a violation of the rules 

unless a request to change the date(s) is recewed in the Federation's office at least 30 calendar days 
prior to the competition and permission is duly given. Exception: Eventing competitions. 
a. For Eventing compet~ions, requests for change of competition date(s) that add or drop a day 

from the competition license must be received at least 10 calendar days prior to the first day of 
the compet~ion. 

b. For eventing competitions, requests for change of competition date(s) where the competition is 
requesting to move off the licensed or comparable week, must be received at least 120 calendar 
days prior to the first day of the compet~ion. 

11 . Holding a compet~ion at a location other than that approved as slated QA the date appliGati9n shall 
const~ute a violation of the rules unless a request to change the location is recew ed in the 
Federation's office at least 60 calendar days prior to the competition date and permission is duly 
given. Exception: Eventing Competitions. For eventing competitions, requests for change of location 
must be received at least 120 calendar days prior to the first day of the competition. 

111. Failure to obtain the permission of the Federation at least 30 calendar days prior to the competition to 
add a division, not offer an approved division, or change the rating of an approved dwision, 
const~utes a violation of the rules. Exception: Eventing competitions C9<npetili9ns. 
a. For Eventing compet~ions offering Intermediate level and below, requests to add a level above 

the highest level currently licensed, must be received at least 120 calendar days prior to the first 
day of the compet~ion. Requests to cancel a level must be recewed at least 10 calendar days 
prior to the first day of competition. 

w. A Licensee requesting a license modlication involving a change of location that results in a mileage 
conflict may request to maintain Priority Date Holder status at the new location. Competitions that 
exist within the applicable mileage and those that have pending applications within the 
applicable mileage, wi// weylEJ 00 iFRpaste61 by tt:ie sl:laRgo ef lesatieR st:iall have the opportunity to 
submit written comments to the Federation prior to a determination. If a Licensee's request to 
maintain Priority Da te Holder Status is denied, the Licensee may still request a mileage exemption. 

v. For Ev en ting competitions, offering Intermediate level and below, any substantive change to the 
competition license (including request to add a level above the highest level currently licensed, 
change in location, change in comparable or licensed week) w~hout mileage conflict shall follow the 
Eventing competition modlication process outlined in GR302 . .Qg. The USEA American Eventing 
Championship is not subject to the modification process and is eligible for renewal at a new 
location and/or date. 

1. Competitions that are not conducted in accordance with the terms of the license agreement will have 
breached the terms of the license agreement Such breach may result in cancellation or nonrenewal of 
the license agreement, the Licensee may be ineligible for a license in the future, or other penalties under 
the provisions of GR707. 

J. A lisensee Licensee may advertise a new or renewing competition prior to receiving a license provided 
that the advertising clearly and prominently states that the compet~ion is pending Federation approval. 

k. For purposes of these rules, a Priority Date Holder is a Licensee whose competition is afforded 
mileage protection ooder these rules or a pending competition applicant against whom there 
would be a mileage conflict or mileage exemption request if the competition application is 
approved. 

2. New Competitions Without Mileage Conflicts. 
a. License applications for new competitions will be accepted beginning December 1 of each year for the 

subsequent competition year. 
b. A competition year begins on December 1 of the prior calendar year. 
c. Applicants should refer to the Federation competitions calendar CeFRpetil iens CaleRdar for open dates. 
d. Applications for a new competition license agreement must be made on the form provided by the 

Federation and recewed by the Federation at least 300{) calendar days prior to the start date of the 
competition. If applications for a new competition license are received by the Federation between 
60 and 30 days prior to the start date of the competition, it will be subject to applicable late fees. 
l t.:ie Fedei:atioR R=i33/ accept appliGationt f.Qr a now compolition license a9i:oorROnt, subject to applisable 
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late fsiaes, betweeA 60 a Ad 30 caleAdar days prior to the sbrt date of tbe cor:npetitioA Exception: Ev en ting 
competitions, see GR302.¼4. 

e. In the event that an applicant competition has a mileage conflict with an existing compet~ion(s), the 
application will be denied and a,:ithe applicant may seek a mileage exemption in accordance with 
GR315. 

f. License applications Jlf,plicatioRs for new competitions that the Federation disapproves for any reason, 
including mileage conflicts, will be sent wr~ten notlication by the Federation. 

g_ E-•eRting compot~ions QfroriRg I ntarmodiata loi•el and below wiU::io1.1t mileage coRftict 
L E"ORtiRg compotitioRs 9fferiRg Intermediate lov el and below ,.,itt::io1.1t mileage centlict mt.1st submit a 

competition applicatioR or a req1.,1est tor modificatioR to an e~dstiRg compet~ion or license. to the 
Federation no later U::ian 1~0 caleRdar days prior to the sbrt ot competition . E-•enting competitions 
9ffering Intermediate level and below ,.,iU::i mileage contlicts are bound by the application timeliRes 
01.,1tlinod iR GR315 Mileage ExemptioR. 

11 . \MthiR 30 caloRdardays ot recoiiiing a new E-•oRting competition applicatioR or request for 
m9'1ificatien. tt::io Fodoratien's Competitiens Dopartl"R9Rt ,.,ill notify tho I !SE.A ot tho application or 
req1.,1est. 

111. \i\QthiR 30 calendar days ot receiiiiRg tt::ie application(s} and/~r req1.1est(s} tor modification trom the 
FederatieR. 11:ie USEA shall pre,. iele the FederatioR wilf:I ils rece1+11+1eRdatieRs regardiRg eRderseFReRt 
or licons1.,1ro tor all provided applicati0Rslreq1.,1osts. 

t, \MthiR 15 calendar days ot receipt ot wr~tan coml"R9nts from tt::io I ISE 4., the Federation CEO. or their 
desigRee. will C8R"eRe wilf:i lf:ie Ce1+1petitieRs QepartFReRt te reaiew all FRaterials s1:1b1+1itteel wilf:i lf:ie 
GO<RpetitioR applicatioR, aRd k> pr01•ide a decisioR OR the applicatioR . 

.,_ \MthiR 7 calendar days ot U::ie decision, the Federation's Competitions Oepartment will iss1.1e a 
decisieR letter te 11:ie applicaRl 

3. Renewing Competitions. 
a. License renewals, including the applicable fees, must be received within 60 calendar days of the last day 

of the licensed competition. 
1. License renewal applications recew ed more than 60 calendar days after the last day of the applicable 

competition under an existing license will be considered as a new application consistent with GR302. 
A LiceA&ee r:nay req11e&t to reAew their cor:npetitioA liceA&e by cor:npletiAg tbe applicable iAforr:natioA 
OR the post GO<RpetifoR report providiRg that the biGeRsee sigRs this report aRd sab<R~s the appliGable 
lee. 

11 . The Federation shall notify a Licensee in writing as soon as possible, but no more than 90 days from 
receipt of a renewal reques~ if there are conflicts or other issues preventing renewal. 

111. The Federation shall provide a license agreement biGeRse 09ree<R0Rt to a Licensee as soon as 
possible, but not later than 90 days from receipt of a renewal request, l there are no conflicts or other 
issues preventing renewal. 

b. A competition seeking renewal with a change to location, comparable date(s), rating(s), level(s), 
prize money, or breed(s) and/or discipline(s) offered will, for purposes of these rules, be renewed 
in accordance with these rules and simultaneously reviewed as a modification in accordance with 
GR302.1.h. A competition seeking renewal and a modification that results in a mileage conflict will 
be denied and may undergo the mileage exemption process in accordance with GR315. A 
competition will be eligible for renewal on comparable dates at the same location as long as the following 
conditions are met: 
1. The renewal and applicable fee is subm~ted within 60 calendar days after the last day of the current 

year's competition; 
11 . The competition has a satisfactory Competition Evaluation; 
111. The Licensee is in good standing and does not have any outstanding dues, fines or fees owed to the 

Federation; 
w. A renewal is subject in all respects to the mileage rule and all other applicable rules, policies, and 

procedures in existence at the time of renewal. 
c. Competition Evaluation 

1. To the extent appropriate, additional information on the applicable Compet~ion Evaluation process 
and procedures will be referenced in the license biGeRse agreemenl It is the responsibility of the 
Licensee to comply with all applicable published or otheiwise noticed requirements for licensed 
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competitions Licensed Competitions. 
11 . Fe<leration licensed competitions biseosed Co<Rpel~ioos will be subject lo a Competition 

Evaluation. The Evaluation is utilize<l to assist the Fe<leration in determining if renewal of a license 
and the continue{! use of Fe<leration dates are in the best interest of the sport of equestrian. 

111. Compet~ion Evaluations will be conducte<l in accordance with Fe<leration Competition Evaluation 
so<RpelitioR 9" alYatioR processes and proce<lures in addition lo Competition Evaluation Reports, 
reports from Fe<leration assigne<l Stewards and Technical Delegates, and Recognize<l Affiliate 
evaluation reports. 

d. Date Rotation. For competitions beginning December 1, 2008 or later, the following provisions will be in 
effect 
1. For the 2009 competition year and thereafter, comparable dates will be base<l on a compet~ion's 

2006 dates using the Memorial Day Date Rotation Axis. Under the Memorial Day Date Rotation Axis, 
all Fe<leration competition dates rotate in conjunction with Memorial Day. 

11. fgr tf::le 2009 sgmpetitign year, any sgmpetitign that did ngt hgld a lisense f.Qr the 2009 sgmpetitign 
year, but reseived a lisense for the 2007 and.4:>r 2008 sempetition year, will have prieri~ 9'•er new 
sgmpelitions requesting dates. Howe"er, sgmpetitigns 1Hilf.:I lisenses far the 2009 sgmpetitign year iuill 
ha" e prK)rity 9"9r any gf tf::le above mentioned sgmpet~igns. 
BOD 6120123 Effective 1211123 

4. Eventing competftions offering Intermediate level and bel04/I/ wfthout mileage conflict: 
i. Eventing competitions offering Intermediate level and below without mileage conflict must 

submit a competftion application or a request for modification to an existing competition or 
license, to the Federation no later than 120 calendar days prior to the start of competition. 
Eventing competitions offering Intermediate level and below with mileage conflicts are bound 
by the application timelines outlined in GR315 Mleage Exemption. 

ii. Within 30 calendar days of receiving a new Eventing competition application or request for 
modification, the Federation's Competftions Department will notify the USEA of the 
application or request. 

iii. Within 30 calendar days of receiving the application(s) and/or request(s) for modification from 
the Federation, the USEA shall provide the Federation with its recommendations regarding 
endorsement or licensure for all provided applications/requests. 

iv. Within 15 calendar days of receipt of written comments from the USEA, the Federation CEO, 
or theirdesignee, will convene wfth the Competitions Department to review all materials 
submitted with the competition application, and to provide a decision on the application. 

v. Within 7 calendar days of the decision, the Federation's Competftions Department will issue a 
decision letter to the applicant. 

GR303 Competition Fees, Account Review, and Insurance 

1. Competition Fees. Competition fees will be poste<l to the Fe<leration webs~e and note<l on applicable 
competition forms. Any changes to compet~ion fees will be posted on the Fe<leration webs~e and will apply lo 
the next competition year. 

2. No competition dates will be license<l for a Licensee that has outstanding past due fees, fines, or other 
obligations of 60 days or more owing to the Fe<leration with respect to any past licensed competitions 
Lisensed Cgmpetitigns. 

3. Any Licensee who fails lo pay sums owe<l to the Fe<leration, or who makes payment for fees lo the 
Fe<leration which is not negotiable, will be notl ie<l by the Fe<leration of its indebte<lness and subject lo the 
applicable policies of the Fe<leration. The Fe<leration will provide Licenseesw~h online access to review their 
entire competition accounts. 
a. If any Licensee affecte<l by GR303.3 disputes that the amounts in question are owe<l or unpaid, the 

Licensee may request lo have a proce<lural review by the Co-Chairs of the Hearing Comm~tee or their 
designees, prov ide<l their wr~ten statement spec l ying the grounds for such review is receiv e<l at the 
Fe<leration's office, along with a fee, in accordance with the applicable policies. The fee will be refunde<l if 
the dispute is settle<l in favor of the Licensee. 

b. In the event a Licensee makes non-negotiable payment for fees to the Fe<leration on three or more 
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occasions, said Licensee is subject lo further disciplinary action. 
4. A Licensee may request an account review from the Federation. The request must be submitted in writing and 

a fee for each competition and each requested account review year will be charged. An account review is an 
investigation into a Licensee's financial dealings with the Federation. If material staff error is discovered, the 
fee will be refunded. 

5. t\ bicensee rRay i:oq1.1est a i:oseai:cl-1 9f Fedei:ati9n i:ecords concei:ning IRo t.:iist9Pj 9f a co1+1pet~ion date. The 
request m11st be submitted io 1uritiog and a fee will be charged per each reqPest The We m11st accocppany 
U::ie i:eq1:10sb If rRat01:ial sbff er~r is disG9"0r-ed, tl::ie fee will be i:efunded. 

6. Competition Licensees must provide the Federation with a valid certificate of insurance, which names 
the United States Equestrian Federation, Inc. as an additional insured for each day of the competition, 
including set-up and take-down days, with at least $1 ,000,000.00 coverage for third party general liability and 
$50,000.00 coverage for equipment and property. Such certificate of insurance must be received by the 
Federation at least 15 days prior lo the first day of the competition. 

Noncompliance with this rule will result in a fine and/or termination of the C91>ipetitiQA competition license 
agreement biceose •greel>l9At and cancellation of the competition pursuant to GR304, in accordance with 
the following: 

a. Fine. A C91>ipetiti9A competition Licensee will be issued a fine when a certificate of insurance is not 
received at least 15 days prior to the start of the competition, or a deficiency is not cured at least 10 
days prior to the first day of the competition. 

b. Termination of the license agreement biceose •9reel>l0At and cancellation of the competition 
pursuant to GR304 will occur when a certificate of insurance is not received by the Federation at least 
10 days prior lo the start of the competition, or deficiencies are not cured at least 10 days prior lo the 
slart of the competition. If this occurs, but the competition still goes foiward, then the Competition 
Licensee must notify all compet~ion participants, in writing, that the competition is not a Federation 
licensed competitions biGeosed C91>ipetifoos. 

7. Any compet~ion that slates in the prize list that the competition is licensed before the competition has been 
granted licensing by the Federation may be subject to a penalty. 

GR304 Competition Sale and Issuance of a New License 

1. A Federation C91>ipetifoo competition license biceose agreement is the Federation document giving a 
Licensee permission to conduct a Federation event on a given date, at a given venue, and at a given rating 
and/or level. 

l.-Competition Sale. A Licensee does not own the date on the Federation competition ca/endarC91>ipetitiQA 
bicense. A Federation C9R1petition competition license biGense A9i:&0R1ont agreement is a gQ'•ei:nance tool 
aR4 not a commodity. As such, neither a Federation competition license agreement nor placement on 
the Federation competition calendar can be conveyed in a sale of a competition. A new Federation 
competition license agreement must be obtained by the purchaser in otder to maintain a date on the 
Federation competition calendar. a sale 9f a G91+1pet~ion sho1.11d be contingent on Fedoraticm apprq1al and 
iss-..ianse Gf a new licence 

3. Issuance of a New Compet~ion License. The granting of a new license to a Purchaser of a competition 
bi&eRsoe will Rot 90 URFeasoRa91~• eleRio61, will be determined in the Federation's sole discretion and is 
subject to any G&rtai,, conditions deemed warranted by the Federation Qr cr~eria iocludiog dato, lfeAue, 
rating, and.4i>r loi•el Qf 11::io G9FRpotition and GOFRplotion Qf appliGablo forFRt and c1:1bFRission gf a feo. The 
Purchaser biceosee will retain the applicable Priority Date Holder protections of the existing~ Licensee, 
as approved by the Federation. The lssuaoce Q/ a Re"' C9mpetiti9A biGeose is subject to 11:le follQlo<io9 
torFRs and &onditionc: 
a. +t:io issuaRGe of a Row GOFRJ:IOtitioR bi&eRse Glue te a GOFRJ:IOtitioR sale is su9je&t to tt:io apprnaal of tl:ie 

FederatiQA, follQlo<iA9 CQASultatiQA "'~h the applicable Rec99oi~ed Affiliate; 
b. lt.:io final do&ision to appr91•O ordony tl::io iss1:1an&o of a now CoFRpotition biGonso is at tl::io solo dis&rotion 

of tf:le FoeloFatioR; 
G. In sonsidoring tf.:lo approval gr dicapprcwal gf tf.:lo ism,1anso gf a now C9FRpotition bisonso. tf.:lo Federation 

st.:iall Gonsidor tt.:io best inlerost of tt.:io spoR inGl1:1din9 Gonsidoration of tt.:io 9r91••tf.:I and dovolopn:iont gf tt.:io 
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sport The Federation 1+1ay consider concentration ofdatas in tbe control of a single Licensee or gro,,p ot 
related biconsoos wl::ion doteri:nining tl::io appropriateness of tl::io issuance of a now coi:npot~ion license: 

d_ lt.:io f;4drct.:iasor biconsoo i:nust l::ia"O dOR=IQRStratod an ability t9 coi:npt;, witl::i rules, roquiroi:nonts, and 
standards: tint are in effect or es:bblished tor the Co1+1petition Rating andlor I eve! at tbe ti1+1e the 
issuance of a now Coi:npotition biconso: 

o_ S8lt.:i tl::io Soller and U-10 f;4drct.:iasor of tf.lo coi:npotiti9n i:nust disclose all proposed tori:ns of tt.:io coi:npotition 
sale and 1+111&:t apply and obtain Federation approval before the issuance of a new license can be 
coi:npletoc;L AJI infori:nation will bo considered confidontiaL f2rior to any suct.:i approval or denial by tl::io 
Federation, tt.:io Rocogni2od ~lational or FEI t\Uiliato, if any, i:nay bo consulted in regard to tl::io request for 
iss-.,,ance of a new license_ lt.:ie Fede ration i:nay st.:iare, on a confidential basis, w~t.:i tbe Recogni.ied 
~lational or Fla Affiliat& all of tl::io tori:ns or cond~ions of tbe issuance of a new Coi:npotition biconso, and 
all special conditions or otber consi«:lerations. Suct.:i approval or denial by tt.:ie Federation st.:iall not subject 
tbo Fode ration to any liabilit,r or obligate it to any tl::iird paw;_ Elotb Seller and Purct.:iaser of tt.:ie coi:npetition 
i:nust agroo to indoi:nnif; and l::iold l::iari:nless botb tho Fode ration and tl::io Rocogni2od ~lational or Fla 
Affiliate froi:n any liability or legal o~ponso arising froi:n approval or denial of U-10 agrooi:nonl Failure to 
coi:npletoly disclose teri:ns and cond~ions of a coi:npot~ion sale i:nay resYlt in tori:nination of tl::io bicenso by 
tho Fode ration and any sanctions, penalties, or otbor roi:nodios ai• ailablo to tho Federation. 

4. The Seller Licensee shall remain financially responsible until the following conditions are met: 
a. Payment of the applicable fees; 
b. The Federation issues written approval of the issuance of a new competition license; and 
c. Seller has met all other financial obligations lo the Federation. 

5. The Purchaser Licensee will have the right to apply forrenewal of comparable dates upon issuance of a new 
competition license. 

GR305 Cancellation of Competitions or Classes 

1. A Licensee may cancel an existing licensed competition bis0os0d C911'1p0til ioR by notifying the Federation 
of the cancellation aod r011droio9 1~0 bis0os0 19 1~0 l=0d0rali9R not less than 300 calendar days prior lo next 
competition date under the I iceose license without penalty. 
a. ~ If a Cancellation is received more than 90 calendar days but less than 300 calendar days prior to 

the first day of the competition date under the license bis0os0, 75% of competition dues will be refunded, 
subject to a minimum processing fee. 

b. If written notice of a cancellation is received less than 90 calendar days prior to the first day of the 
competition, the Licensee will forte~ the application fee and will also be assessed a processing fee equal 
lo that of the minimum compet~ion dues, unless the cancellation is due to an Act of God under GR305.4. 

2. If a licensed competition bis0os0d C911'1p9til i9R is cancelled for two consecutive years for a reason other 
than an act of God, or due to extenuating circumstances approved by the CEO or their Designee, or Inactive 
for one year and cancelled the following year, the applicable license will not be eligible for renewal or 
application for a new license by the same lis0os00 Licensee or any entity associated with the same lis0os00 
Licensee for a period of two years. If the liG0os00 Ucensee is a business entity, this provision includes all 
persons listed as principals of the business entity. 

3. Cancellation of 50% or more of Open Dressage classes as listed in the prize list by any Recognized 
competition for two consecutive years for any reason other than Acts of God shall constitute relinquishment of 
comparable dates and loss of priorfy date status. 

4. Competitions declaring cancellation due to an Act of God must provide written documentation, such as 
newspaper articles or photographs of the extenuating circumstances. Absent severe and unusual 
circumstances, such as hurricane winds, floods, lornadoes, or blizzards, weather conditions shall not be 
considered Acls of God. The CEO or their designee shall decide whether a cancellation is due to an Act of 
God. Any Licensee that cancels three or more competitions in a competition year shall not have priority for 
comparable dates for the cancelled competitions for the following compet~ion year. However, this provision 
shall not be applicable to a competition cancelled due to an Act of God, loss of a facilfy, or due lo extenuating 
circumstances, based upon a review by the CEO or their designee. 

GR306 Inactive Competitions 
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1. Any previously licensed competftion Licensed Coropetil ioo held the preuio11syear prior that notifies the 
Federation, prior to obtaining its renewal and at least 120 days prior to its compet~ion date that it will not 
hold a competition that year, may retain Inactive slaws for a fee in addition to the application and/or 
competition fees. In such cases, the renewal license application will be subject to the current fees. 

2. An Inactive C9ropotiti90 competftion will be listed as • inactive• on the Federation webs~e and other 
Federation competition lists, and will retain its date priority for the following year, provided it meets the 
applicable date and competition requirements of the Federation. 

3. If an Inactive C9<Rpotilioo competftion cancels the following year, that cancellation will constih.Jte a second 
cancellation in a row per GR305, and the applicable license will be revoked and not eligible for renewal or 
application for a new license by the same licoosoo Licensee or any entity associated with the same licoosoo 
Licensee for a period of two years. If the licoosoo Ucensee is a business entity, this provision includes all 
persons listed as principals of the business entity. This prov is ion shall not be applicable to a competition 
cancelled due to an Act of God or due to extenuating circumstances approved by the CEO or their designee. 

SUBCHAPlER 3-B COMPETITION CLA SSIFICA 11ON 

GR30 7 Cl as sifi cation 

Liceosed Competitions Competitions may are Ucens;ed classified as Regular, Local, or Special. be 
classilied as Ro91:1lar Coi:Apo titioos, boGal Competilioos, e-,ontio9 Cornpot~ioos, Cressage Compotitioos, 
Ori,,ing Co1+1pelitioos, Eoduraoco Coi:Rpetitioos, Reioing Co1+1pelitioos, and \ Quiting Coi:Rpetitioos. 

2. Competftions may be licensed for any individual breed or discipline or combination thereof for which 
division rules exist in this Rulebook. Ratings and levels as defined by the division chapter will apply. 
bli'<isigos aod seGtioos of Reg1,1lar Competitions Gompetitious are classified as folloJUS for tie pb1rpoee of 
i:ecl«loiog p9iols ' ""'ai:d 11:io fodorati9A Aoo11al H9rso Qf 11:io ¥ear A)'(ai:ds (l,IOTV} {El<ceplioo· l11i:Rper 
Oivisioo, 698 GR 1133}: 
a. t\, e. or C; or Ri:e1:nier (-pt'fJ,cious~, r,.eUJr:r:ed to as "M ·), MatioAal (-p,:eufous/y r-ete,r.ed to as "A·). gr 

RegioAal {preuiQus,o/ ref.al!Y9d tQ as "El'"), huAter, or 
b_ Tg iAslude :my of tl:lo followiRg, iAdi'<idual~/ or SOl+lbiAod: 

1. ARtfalHsiaR.t'_lls~ano; 
11 . ArabiaA; 
IIL C9RR9r:JJ3'3j 

••. Ganr!ago PleasllFO Q.,i\ting; 
"· E~lisb P/easu"9j 

"ii. l=la sl<.noy; 
viii. ~la tioAal Sbow Horse; 
~ . MorgaA; 
~~ 
xi. PaQde /:19,:se & S;agdfo l:fo~ o or PoRy, '44lstem e.{fuipme»t; 
xii . RoiRit;Jg /:19,:se; 
><iii. Ro adstor; 
xi><. A<ROricao Saddlobrod; 
*'- Sbe~aAd; 
lCl-i..Wets b PoQJ/i 
l¢<ii.Wes1er11; all4 
l¢<iii_ I4'eslem Oressage, 
xix EAglisb Rleasure 

J. OivisiOA6 aAd €8StioA6 of l..osal, Orossage, Ori'riAg Ca91+1p0titiOA6 sor:r:,potitk,H~JS, 6Ad1:1raAse Ca91+1petitiOA€ 
GOtRpOtitioRS, ReiAiAg CoA=1petitiOA6 GOT+lp9titions, \Q1:1ltiAg C91+1petiti9A6 GOtRpOtitio,:,s, aAd E:,eAtiAg 
CompstitioAs competitions are Rot rated Ho10£Q11 ei; Oressage CompetitioAs competitions are calegorized 
by lei,ols. 

4. Hunter/Jumping Seat Equitation classes must be held at a competition that holds at a minimum, a Regional 
Hunter Rating. Compet~ions choosing to offer only Hunter and/or Jumping Seat Equ~ation classes must 
obtain a Regional Hunter license bicooso, and the Regional mileage will apply (see GR314 Mileage). 
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5. Fe<leration Endorse<! Coq:,petil ions competitions, Divisions, or Levels or those events receiv ing approval 
pursuant lo the Fe<leration Bylaws. 
a. Eventing compet~ions may be eligible for e~her licensure or endorse<! designation. The Fe<leration may 

endorse Eventing competitions at the Training Level and below. The Fe<leration may license Eventing 
competitions at the Modifie<l Lev el and above. k, Ev en ting licensed competition bi sensed Coi:Rpetitions 
and an Eventing Endorse<! Co<Rpetiti9n competition may run concurrently. 

6. Heritage Designations 
a. Heritage designations are reseive<l for those competitions within the sport of equestrian that have been 

establishe<l for a long period of time and that exemplify the best characteristics of equestrian sport, 
uphold high standards at their designated rating or level, demonstrate sustainability and value within the 
community, and continue lo contribute loward the development and promotion of the sport of equestrian, 
both within the sport and as well as within the broader community, by achieving, maintaining, and 
promoting the equestrian ideals of sportsmanship and competition. 

b. Approval for all Her~age Designations requires: 
1. Documente<l recommendation by the Fe<leration Recognize<! Affiliate Association primarily 

represente<l by the compet~ion; 
11 . Approval by the Fe<leration CEO; 
111. Heritage Designation will be grante<l for a period of five years. In order lo maintain the designation, 

each compet~ion must successfully undergo a review process every five years thereafter. 
c. Heritage designation may be remove<! by a two-thirds vote of the Fe<leration Board of Directors if the 

competition no longer fulfills the requirements when applying for re<lesignation. 
d. Eligibility for Heritage Designation requires: 

1. Minimum of 25 consecutive years of operation w~h a Fe<leration license excluding any Act of God 
and a clean compliance record with no major compliance issues; 

11 . Invitation from the representing affiliate to the license holder lo apply for Heritage status; 
iii . The Coi:Rpetiti9n competition must be in good standing with both the Fe<leration and the 

representing affiliate; 
iv. Signlicant contribution lo and support from the community where the competition is held. The 

application should include evidence of a mutually supportive relationship by documenting how the 
community is benefitte<l, and how the community supports the compet~ion. A symbiotic relationship 
is to be demonstrate<! through submission of letters from communfy leaders displaying communfy 
support, and fee<lback collecte<l from competitors that have attende<l the competition in the past 

v. Signlicant contribution lo the ideals of equestrian sport such as sportsmanship, horsemanship, and 
uniting the equine community; 

vi. Recognition by the equestrian community as a competition that exemplifies the best characteristics of 
sport at its designate<! rating or level, upholds high standards, and demonstrates sustainability with 
high qualfy and unique character. 

e. Heritage competitions are permitte<l and encourage<! lo advertise their status as Heritage compet~ions. 
The Fe<leration will support Heritage competitions through promotional and marketing materials. 
BOD 6/20/23 Effective 12/1/23 

GR308 National Championships 

The Fe<leration shall have the exclusive right to designate national championships in the disciplines for which the 
Fe<leration is designated as the National Governing Body by the Un~e<l States Olympic and Paralympic 
Committee and in the disciplines for which the Fe<leration is designate<! as the National Fe<leration by the 
Fe<leration Equestre Internationale (Dressage, Driv ing, Endurance, Reinin9, Show Jumping, Three-Day Eventing, 
Para-Equestrian and Vaulting). The allocation of national championships in the foregoing disciplines, including 
issuance of date approvals, licensing of officials, approval of name and all copyright, trademark, trade name, 
television, video and other broadcast rights and all sponsorship matters shall be solely reseive<l to the CEO 
acting upon the advice and recommendation of the relevant Council. All persons or organizations, including 
affiliate organizations, organizing comm~tees and/or competitions managements, wishing lo receive Fe<leration 
approval to hold a national championship in the foregoing div is ions must apply to the Fe<leration in wr~ing on 
appropriate form(s) provide<! by the Fe<leration and receive<! by the Fe<leration's office by the applicable deadline. 
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The CEO shall be entitle<! to condition the Fe<leration's designation and granting of approval for a national 
championship in any manner that they deem appropriate in their discretion. 

GR309 Special Competitions 

For the purposes of this rule, the term "Special' relates to the type of competition license and is not associated 
with the merits or quality of the compet~ion. 

1. The Fe<leration Board of Directors, in its sole discretion, may approve or deny an application for Special 
Competition competftion status in accordance with Fe<leration rules, policy and proce<lure. If approve<!, a 
Special C9mpelition competition will be adde<l to the USEF C9mpetilioo competftion calendar Caleodar 
without regard for existing mileage rules and conflicts and will receive no mileage protection from new or 
existing compet~ions. A Special C9mpel~ioo competition may be held as a stand-alone event or in 
conjunction with an existing Fe<leration licensed competftion biseosed C9mpetilioos. A Special C9mpetilioo 
competftion may not fully meet the requirements to obtain a Fe<leration competftion license C9mpetili90 
L.iceRse. 

2. Special Competitions are categorize<! in the following manner and shall be reviewe<l in accordance w~h 
Section 4. 
a. Category I - FEl-name<l C9mpetitioos competitions and FEI Championships which are part of a 

competitive bid process, including but not limited to Olympic Games or Trials; Pan Am Games or Trials; 
V\brld Equestrian Games or Trials; World Cup Finals or Qualliers; Nations Cup Finals or Qualifiers; and 
Nations Cup CIOs. These competitions may or may not include additional FEl-0nly classes.; or 

b. Category II • Fe<leration National Finals, Fe<leration National Championships and Fe<leration Mandatory 
Outings, which do not fully meet the requirements to obtain a Fe<leration competftion license 
CompelitioR LiGeRse.; or 

c. Category 111 • Fe<leration Recognize<! Affiliate Organization Championships or Finals which do not fully 
meet the requirements to obtain a Fe<leration competftion license Cem~el~ieo biGeose.; or 

d. Category IV • A competition for which Fe<leration bree<l or discipline rules do nol exist thal an applican t 
wishes to have approve<! by the Fe<leration and which the Board of Directors, in their sole discretion, 
deems to be in the best interest of the sport. 

3. Application Process. 
a. An application for consideration of a Special C9mpelitioo competition must be submitte<l to the 

Fe<leration a minimum of 180 days in advance of the start date of the propose<! competition. Generally, 
an application should not be submitte<l more than 365 days prior to the start date of the propose<! 
competition. However, unusual circumstances may require an earlier submission. Such circumstances 
must be include<! on the application and will be considere<l in the review process. 

b. An application for a Speci3I C9mpetilioo competftion will not be considere<l complete and will not be 
processe<l until all applicable fees have been paid, except when the application is part of a competitw e 
application or bid process (e.g. FEI World Cup Qualifiers, certain USEF National Championships, elc .). 
When an application is part of a competitive application or bid process, the fee will not be require<! until a 
determination is made regarding the awarding of the compet~ion. 

c. An application for a Speci31 Competition competftion must include the following: 
1. All classes, sections, demonstrations, and exhibitions to be held during the propose<! compet~ion 

dates, including all prize money, bonus money, or other awards; 
11 . The basis for competition's inability to meel Fe<leration rules regarding competition licensing; and 
111. The basis for competition's inability to meet Fe<leration rules regarding specific bree<l/discipline rules. 

d. The inability to meet Fe<leration rules under section (ii) or (iii) above shall not result from a nee<! to obtain 
an exception to existing Fe<leration rules, or program requirements, or from circumstances within the 
applicant's control. However, the Fe<leration recognizes that situations may arise whereby an applicant 
cannot meet Fe<leration rules due to the actions of the FEI or the Fe<leration and such actions may 
qualify as permissible explanation. 

e. Special C9mpel~i90 competition are not intende<l as a means of circumventing the Fe<leration's 
licensing rules in GR Chapter 3. If an application for a Special C9mpel~i90 competition includes an FEI 
competition not identifie<l in Section 2(a) above, a national competition, or a combination of both which 
creates a mileage conflic~ that portion of the application will be require<! to utilize the Mileage Exemption 
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process for approval. In the event of a nee<! for a mileage exemption, the Fe<leration may alter the 
timelines set forth in GR315. 

f. For licensing purposes, all jumper prize money from FEI and national competitions will be combine<! and 
counte<l in determining a competition's Jumper Level. 

g. If a Special Co<Rpotitioo competition is combine<! w~h an existing priorfy date holder competition, the 
priority date holder competition will retain priority slatus at ~s original rating and/or level. 

4. Application Review Process. 
Depending on the category of a Special Coi:Rpot~ioo competition, the application may be reviewe<l by one or 
more entities of the Fe<leration and its Recognize<! Affiliates before being submitte<l to the Federation Board 
of Directors, Executive Committee, or Federation CEO for their consideration and final decision. The Board 
of Directors reseives the right to appoint an M Hoc Committee to review applications and render a final 
decision. 
a. Applications for a Category I competition shall be reviewe<l by the applicable Fe<leration Councils and 

approved by the Federation CEO. 
b. Applications for a Category II or Ill compet~ion shall be reviewe<l by the applicable Fe<leration 

Committees and Councils and approved by the Federation CEO. 
c. Applications for a Category IV compet~ion shall be reviewe<l by the applicable Fe<leration Recognize<! 

Affiliates, Committees and Councils and approved by the Federation Executive Committee or Board 
of Directors. 

5. Modlications or Amendments to an Approve<! Special Coi:Rpotitioo competition. 
Modlications or amendments to an approv e<l Special Co<Rpotitioo competition are not perm~ted unless 
approve<! by the Fe<leration in wr~ing. A modification to an approv e<! Special Co<Rpotitioo competition must 
be approve<! in writing by the Fe<leration after review by the CEO or their designee, following consullation with 
the Director of Competition Seivices or their designee and the Director of Sport or their designee(s) for the 
applicable bree<l or discipline. Modifications to an approve<! Special Coi:Rpotitioo competition must be 
recewe<l by the Fe<leration at least 30 days prior to the start of compet~ion. 

GR310 Restrictions on Local Com petitions 

1. The tolal cash prizes shall not excee<l five hundre<l dollars ($500.00). Except Opoo 'OiQsto,o Oi,,isioo fsoo 
GRJ10.5), 100% sweepstakes, and Reining Co<Rpot~ioos competitions; not including value of trophies 
offere<l; l'\estern Division competitions may retain Local competition status regardless of the amount 
of prize money offered. For Hunter and/or Jumper Lite competitions, the value of any in-kind gil ls and 
awards shall count toward the total amount of prize money offere<l and cannot excee<l five hundre<l dollars 
($500.00) total for the compet~ion. 

2. The designation Local Co<Rpotitioo competition must be slate<! on the cover of the prize list. 
3. The fodo,atioo aod applicable Fe<leration Recognize<! Affiliate Association non-member/$~01., P.ass fee will 

not apply. The following Federation membership and USEF Safe Sport requirements apply at Local 
competitions: 

a. Any individual acting as a Trainer or Coach or signing an entry blank as Trainer or Coach, 
must be an Active Competing Member of the Federation and must have completed the 
Safe Sport Training prior to the first day of competition. 

4. Local Coi:Rpotitioos competitions benefit from all the general rules of the Fe<leration and must abide by 
applicable division rules unless class specifications are printed otherwise in the prize lisl 

5_ \Olectei:R Divici9R coR1potiti9nc i=Ray i:etain bocal C9i=Rpet~ion statl,1s rega~less 9f the arRolmt 9f pri2e l+IQney 
otlei:ed. 

6. Hunter Div is ion competitions or compet~ions restricted to Hunter/Jumping Seat Equ~ation must oblain a 
Regular Coi:Rpotitioo competition license bisooso or a Lite competition license. Compet~ions offering any 
Hunter/Jumping Seat Equitation Me<lal classes with a National Year-End Final are not eligible for Lite 
competition status and must oblain a Regular competition license. 

7. Lite. Beginning December 1. 2022. Lite Co<Rpotitioos competitions are a subtype of ~ Local ronperx/Jn 
~nsebisoosos ~,yand are to be conducted in accordance with the General Ru.esChapters and 
applicable breeqldiscipline Chapters except as stated otherwise below (Exception: Open Dressage classes 
are not permitted to be held at Lite Coi:Rpotitioos competitions): 
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2. License requirements 
a. Eligibility Requirements. The following competitions are eligible to be license<! as Lite: 

i. A firsHime competition; 
ii. A competition that has only ever been run as a Lite competition in the past 

three (3) years; or 
iii.-A competition that has not been Fe<leration licensed Licensed ;n the past 

three (3) years; or 
iv. A competition that does not meet the above criteria may subm~ a request to 

be license<! as Lite. The licensing request will be reviewe<l and a decision 
will be rendere<l in the Fe<leration's Chief Executive Officer's sole discretion. 

be-Licensing Requirements. 
1. License applications and a copy of the prize list must be submitted thirty (30) days 

prior to the first day of competition . 
11 . Competitions may operate under a Lite license for no more than three (3) 

consecutive years. 
111. The lisonsoos Licensees of (i) L~e licensed competition bisonsod 

Coo:ipo titions that have operated for three (3) consecutive years or (ii) 
competitions that have operated under a regular compet~ion license in any 
of the previous three (3) year(s) are prohibite<l from submitting a new 
application for comparable dates in an attempt to downgrade to a Lite 
license by the same lisonsoo Ucensee or any entity associate<! with the 
lisonsoo Ucenseefor a period of two (2) years. If the lisonsoo Licensee is 
a business entity, this prov is ion includes all persons lisle<! as principals of 
the business entity. 

3. Mei:r:ibership Req1:1ii:erROnls 
a Any iodiuid'lal signing an entry blank as Trainer or Coach, m11st be an Active Competing 

Me1+1ber Qf tl::ie FederattG>n . 
4 Sate Sport Req, ,irerneots 

a. Any individ1.1al signin9 an entry blank at Trainer or Coach, R1Utl t::iave Goi=Rpl9tod tl::ie 
Salo Spo<t T,aining p,io, lo 11:io fi,st day of soo:ipotition. 

b. Compotili9n Managei:(s}. Seci:otary, and any person acting in IRe i:ole 9f a licensed 9fficial 
a~ bo1.1nd by all i:oquirerROnts Qf tt::ie I IStF Safe SpoR ~lisy. 

5. Steward and Technical Delegate requirements 
a. Competitions must have at least one Steward or Technical Delegate who meets the 

following criteria: 
1. Enrolle<l in and pursuing a Fe<leration Steward or Technical Delegate license 

and have completed the Designate<! Applicant Training; or 
ii. License<! Fe<leration Steward or Technical Delegate. 

6. Fodo,ation Ho,so of T~o Yea, (National HOTY}Points 
a. For HOTY Points Associated with the Horse. Lite Coo:ipotitions competftions will award half­

value points to all USEF Recorde<l horses, whose owner is a Fe<leration Actw e Competing 
Member and meets any applicable bree<l/discipline require<! memberships. Exception: No 
Fe<leration National or USHJA Zone HOTY points will be awarde<l at Hunter and/or Jumper 
Lite CorRpetitions competitions. 

b. For HOTY Points Associated with the Rider. L~e Compet~ions ,:-ompetitions will award haW­
value points to all riders who are Fe<leration Active Competing Members and meet any 
applicable bree<l/discipline require<! memberships. Exception: No Fe<leration National or 
USHJA Zone HOTY points will be awarde<l at Hunter and/or Jumper Lite Coo:ipo titions 
competitions. 

7. Prize List requirements 
a. A Prize List is require<! to be submitted to the Fe<leration for review thirty (30) days prior to the 

start of the competition. 
b. Prize Lists are require<! to include all statements lisle<! under GR901 

i. Exceptions: GR901.9 and 901.12 
BOD 6120/23 Effective 1211123 
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GR311 Awards Rating Classifications 

1. For the purpose of equalizing competitions for the National HOTY Horse Q/ the ¥ear Awards, divisions and 
sections of Regular Coi:r::ipot~ioRs competitions fall into one of three classifications: · o·. ·e," or "'C" i:atod or 
Premier, National, or Region a I Hunter. 

2. In the Hunter div ision, points for ribbons won in any rated section will be awarded in two awards channels 
using the applicable point chart. Channel I includes Premier and National rated hunter competitions and 
Channel II includes Regional rated hunter competitions. Points earned in a channel are exclusive to that 
award channel. 
a. In the Green Hunter 3'0", 3'3', 3'6' and 3'9', Young Hunter Sand under, Young Hunter 6 and under, 

Young Hunter 7 and under, High Performance Hunter, Performance Hunter 3'3' and 3'6', Green 
Conformation Hunter 3'6' and High Performance Conformation Hunter, standings for the National ~ 
Q/ tl:le Vear HOTY Awards based on money won will be determined by dollars won in the horses 
respective sections. See GR1132. 

GR312 Determining Ratings 

1. A division or section rating or classification is determined from the number of classes, amount of cash 
premiums offered in these classes and the holding of required classes in certain divisions. A compet~ion may 
not offer the minimum requirements for a rating higher than the rating approved by the Federation. Exception: 
Hunter competitions. See Ratings Charts. 

2. A competition may qualify for several different ratings. Some compet~ions will earn an •A• or •s• rating in all 
divisions and sections; others may earn a combination of ratings. Exception: Hunter competitions will qually 
for one rating, Regional, National or Premier. If more than the minimum number of classes is offered, prize 
money should be increased proportionately. 

3. The Paso Fino D w is ion is rated •c• regardless of the number of classes or amount of prize money offered . A 
competition may apply for an "A' rating if offering a minimum of $2,000 and prior year competition had more 
than 250 horses. The PFHA National show shall be an "A" rated Federation licensed competition biceosed 
CorRpetitioR as per PF 155.1 i. Exception: the Paso Fino Division may be offered at Local CorRpetitioos 
competitions. 

4. In Stake classes in "A' and "B" divisions or sections or at Premier and National hunter competitions, 
competitions must guarantee amount offered as prize money except where the monies offered in other 
classes are sufficient to meet the Herse el the Vear HOTY Award minimum requirements. In such cases, 
Stake classes may run as sweepstakes. 

5. The Connemara and Half-bred Connemara is •c• rated, regardless of the number of classes or amount of 
prize money offered . Exception: the Connemara and Half-bred Connemara Division may be offered at Local 
CorRpetitioos competitions. 

6. Rated Hunter Section & Classes 

HUNTER SECTION Premier/National Premier/National Regional Regional Regional 
RATINGS AND CLASSES ('AA"rA") CAA"l"A") ("B") ('B") ("B") Min 

Min-Max Min Money Multi-Day One Day 
R equ ired' Classes Com p Com p Min/Max 

Min/Max Reqlired' 
Required Classes 
Classes 

Open Hunter Sections 

Green Conformation 4-6" 500 3-5= 34u• 0 
Hunter 

High Performance 4-6" 500 3-5= 34u• 0 
Conform ation Hunter 
High Performance Hunter 3-5 750 3-5= 34tt• 0 

Performance Hunter 3'3" 3-5 400 3-5= 34u• 0 

Performance Hunter 3'6" 3-5 500 3-5= 34u• 0 
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Green Hunter Sections 

Green Hunter 3•~ 4-6 500 3-5= 34u• 0 

Green Hunter 3' 3; 4-6 500 3-5= 34u• 0 

Green Hunter 3•~ 4-6 500 3-5= 34u• 0 

Green Hunter 3•g; 4-6 500 3-5= 34u• 0 

Young Hunter Sections 

Young Hunter Sand 3-5 0 3-5= 34u• 0 
under 

Young Hunter 6 and 3-5 0 3-5= 34u• 0 
under 

Young Hunter 7 and 3-5 0 3-5= 34u• 0 
under 

Amateur O\\Oer Hunter Sections 

Amateur O\\Oer Hunter 4-6" 500 3-5= 34u• 0 
3'6' 18-35 

Amateur O\\Oer Hunter 4-6" 500 3-5= 34u• 0 
3'6' 36 & over 

Amateur O\\Oer Hunter 4-5 500 3-5= 34u• 0 
3'3' 18-35 

Amateur O\\Oer Hunter 4-5 500 3-5= 34u• 0 
3•3; 36 & over 

Junior Hunter Sections 

Smal Junior Hunter 3'6; 4-5• 500 3-5= 34u• 0 
1S&under 

Smal Junior Hunter 3'6; 4-5• 500 3-5= 34u• 0 
16-17 

Large Junior Hunter 3•~ 4-5• 500 3-5= 34u• 0 
1S&under 

Large Junior Hunter 3•~ 4-5• 500 3-5= 34u• 0 
16-17 

Smal Junior Hunter 3'3; 4-5• 500 3-5= 34u• 0 
1S&under 

Smal Junior Hunter 3'3; 4-5• 500 3-5= 34u• 0 
16-17 

Large Junior Hunter 3' 3; 4-5• 500 3-5= 34u• 0 
15&under 

Large Junior Hunter 3' 3; 4-5• 500 3-5= 34u• 0 
16-17 

Hunter & Green Hunter Pony Section 

Smal Pony Hunter 4-5• 400 3-5= 34u• 0 

Medium Pony Hunter 4-5• 400 3-5= 34u• 0 

Large Pony Hunter 4-5• 400 3-5= 34u• 0 

Green Small Pony Hunter 4-5• 250 3-5= 34u• 0 

Green Mecium Pony 4-5• 250 3-5= 34u• 0 
Hunter 

Green Large Pony Hunter 4-5• 250 3-5= 34u• 0 

Children's Hunter Sections+ 
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Children's Hunter 4-6/3-5 0 3-5= 34°• 0 
Younger 

Children's Hunter Okl'er 4-6/3-5 0 3-5= 34°• 0 

Children's Hunter Pony 4-6/3-5 0 3-5= 34u• 0 
Smal/Medium 

Children's Hunter Pony 4-6/3-5 0 3-5= 34u• 0 
Large 

LowChildren's Hunter 4-6/3-5 0 3-5= 34u• 0 
Horse 

LowChildren's Hunter 4-6/3-5 0 3-5= 34u• 0 
Pony 

AdlAtAmateur Hunter Sections+ 

AdtAtAmateur Hunter 4-6/3-5 0 3-5= 34°• 0 
Younger 

Ad!At Amateur H unte r 4-6/3-5 0 3-5= 34u• 0 
Middle 

Ad!At Amateur H unte r 4-6/3-5 0 3-5= 34u• 0 
Older 

Low Ad!At Amateur 4-6/3-5 0 3-5= 34°• 0 
Hunter 

Ladies Side Saddle 4-6/3-5 0 3-5= 34°• 0 

Hunter Breeding 4-6/3-5 0 3-5= 34u• 0 

Smal Hunter 4-6/3-5 0 3-5= 34°• 0 

Thorough.bred' Hunter 4-6/3-5 0 3-5= 34°• 0 

USHJA Hunter Sections 

USHJA Hunter 2'0" 3-5 0 3-5= 34u• 0 

USHJA Hunter 2'3' 3-5 0 3-5= 34°• 0 

USHJA Hunter 2'6' 3-5 0 3-5= 34u• 0 

USHJA Hunter 2'9' 3-5 0 3-5= 34u• 0 

USHJA Hunter 3'0" 3-5 0 3-5= 34°• 0 

Other Rated Classes 

USHJA lntemational 
Hunter Derby 

USHJA intematioMI 
Hunter Derby Welcom e 

USHJA National Hunter 
Derby 

USHJA Green Hunter 
Incentive 

USHJA Green Hunter 
Challenge 

USHJA Pony Hunter 
Derby 

Hunter C lassies 

( + Denotes sections which may have USHJA Zone Speclications that govern number of classes and prize 
money) 
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("See HU 163.3, HU117 regarding Model Classes, and other class requirements). 
See HU 154.2 for requirements regarding minimum number of classes to award a championship . 
... No more than two (2) one-day Regional competitions or one ( 1) multi-day Regional compet~ion may be held by 
the same licensee Licensee or any entity associated with the same licensee Licensee during any calendar week 
(Monday through Sunday). If the liGoosoo Licensee is a business entity, this provision includes all persons listed 
as principals of the business entity. (See HJ112 and HJ 113). 

7. All classes offered in a licensed Open V\estern Division shall be conducted in accordance with GR818, unless 
the competition has applied for and receiv ed a rating. (See ratings chart GR312.) 

8. Any breed-restricted division, or combination of breed-restricted div isions, may be offered at Local Regular 
Competitions competitions, in accordance with GR310. 

9. IMPORT ANT: See Chapter HU and HJ. There are special conditions and requirements for determining the 
ratings of Hunter sections. Management's attention is directed to these conditions in particular, HU 131 and 
HJ127 • 133. 
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"A" Rating 
Requrements 

Section. If a section is divide<! in any way (by age: Jr and Adult or divide<! by section: minimum minimum 
AIB, CID, Half/Part) each split section must meet the minimum requirements for prize number prize 

money and number of classes. classes money 

Welsh 

Welsh English Pleasure Sec. A & B, 12.2 & Under (junior to ride) 3 $50 

Welsh English Pleasure Sec B, over 12.2 & up to 142 Gunior to ride) 3 $50 

Welsh English Pleasure Sec C & D Gunior/adult to ride) 3 $50 

Welsh English Pleasure Sec A & B (adult to ride) 3 $50 

Half/Part-Bred Welsh English Pleasure Gunior/ adult to ride) 3 $50 

Welsh Pleasure Driving Sec A & B (junior/adult to drive) 3 $50 

Welsh Hunter Sec A & B Gunior to ride) 3 $50 

Welsh Hunter Sec C & D Gunior/adult to ride) 3 $50 

Welsh Hunter Sec A & B (adult to ride) 3 $50 

Half/Part-Bred Welsh Hunter Gunior/adult to ride) 3 $50 

Welsh Western Pleasure Sections A B, C, D 3 $50 
and Half/Part-Bred Walsh Gunior/ adult to ride) 

"A" Rating 
Requrements 

Section. If a section is divide<! in any way (by age: Jr and Adult or div ide<l by section: minimum minimum 
AIB, CID, Half/Part) each split section must meet the minimum requirements for prize number prize 

money and number of classes. classes money 

Western ~ 

Reining 2 $100 
Trail 2 $100 

Pleasure 2 $100 

Any class or section not meeting the requirements shown in this chart will be rated "C." 
"Western Div is ion competitions may retain Local C91>1petitioo competition status regardless of the amount of 
prize money offered . 

GR31 3 Special Conditions 

1. Monies offered to classes restricted to established fuh.lrily/maturity programs, local restricted jackpots, 
sweepstakes, or other breed speclic programs offered by a recognize<! breed affiliate or by the National 
Reining Horse Association will not be include<! in tabulation of competition dues or in determining div is ion 
ratings. 

2. The following classes do not count toward the minimum number of classes nor toward the minimum prize 
money require<! for any division or section rating; these following classes do not count toward HOTY awards 
unless include<! in the specific division award rules: 
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a. Bree<ling; 
b. Classes restricte<l as to area; 
c. Classes, such as Maiden, Novice, Limit and other such rider restricte<l classes, which restrict the number 

of ribbons won by any rider, handler or driver, e.g., except for Selec~ Choice, and Elite classes in the 
Arabian Division. 

d. Owners, except in Amateur Owner sections and Paso Fino Division; 
e. Classes that do not count loward a Hunter or Jumper Championship; 
f. Bareback, Grooms, Consolation, Races, Parades, Command, Cutting classes, and except in the Paso 

Fino Divisions, Costume classes, Calcutta classes; 
g. Exhibitions; 
h. Classes restricte<l lo one bree<l (except in one bree<l divisions), type or color; 
1. Classes restricte<l lo horse or rider (e.g. age or sex, unless complementary classes are offere<l for other 

entries). Ladies classes will count loward the rating requirement even if complementary classes for 
Gentlemen are not offere<l; 

J. Any class in which the judging specifications are not in accordance with the Fe<leration; 
k. Opportunity classes; 
I. Academy classes; 
m. Classes held as part of a USHJA Outreach competition. 

SUBCHAPlER 3-C COMPETITION MILEAGE 

GR31 4 Mileage 

1. Determining Applicable Mileage. 
a. Mileage is applie<l Division by Division as define<! in the Fe<leration Rulebook. 
b. To determine a mile radius, the distance shall be measure<! using mapping software lo measure the 

dislance between the locations where the competitions are being conducte<l (i.e. address of the facility 
where each of the competitions will be held or the long~ude and latitude if an exact address does not 
exist), except between Long Island and the mainland. Application of this process will not adversely affect 
the license rights of competitions already license<! . 

c. In any inslance where the shortest road mileage distance between the competition facility locations is 
greater than one and one half (1 112) times the radial mileage between the compet~ion facility locations, 
the require<! mileage distances between compet~ions shall be base<! upon the road mileage dislance 
rather than radial mileage. 

d. Mileage between competitions within Zones or Regions utilizing different mileage will be subjected to the 
lower of the mileage requirements. 

e. Long Island, N.Y The dislances between competitions held on Long Island, NY, and competitions held on 
the mainland shall be determine<! by measuring a straight line distance from the point at which I nterslate 
Highway 278 (across the Triborough Bridge) intersects the shore of Long Island, lo the location where the 
Long Island competition is being conducte<l (i.e. address of the facili ty where each of the competitions will 
be held or the longitude and latitude if an exact address does not exist) and by measuring the mile radius 
from the bridge to the location where the other competition is being conducte<l (i.e. address of the facility 
where each of the competitions will be held or the long~ude and latitude if an exact address does not 
exist). The application of this process will not adversely affect the license righls of competitions already 
license<! . 

f. If the mileage between compet~ions is less than the applicable dislance specifie<l by this rule, conflicting 
dates may be approve<! by the Fe<leration in accordance with GR315 and providing all other requirements 
for recogn~ion are mel 

g. The foregoing distance rules do not apply lo events comprise<! exclusively of classes recognize<! by the 
FEI and the USOPC (example: Olympic Trials or Olympic Games). The National Championships for 
Dressage and Dressage Competitions competitions offering Federation High Pedorrnaoce qualifying or 
selection trials, or obseivation classes and National classes held in conjunction with a COi are exempte<l 
from the mileage rule. When a COi is approve<! on one or more days where another competition has date 
priority, national classes can only be held on the day of the FEI Jog and on days where at least one COi 
class is held or is not held due to no entries. When CD I classes are not held on all approv e<l COi dates 
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(except due to no entries) the competition might not be grante<l approv al for those dates in subsequent 
years. Certain competitions held in conjunction with events also holding FEI competitions and/or selection 
trials for international competitions, at the discretion of the Boa rd of Directors, may be exempte<l from the 
mileage rule. 

1::1 . ~diRg coi:r::ipetitioR is a liceR&od con::ipot~ioR that R=iay or i=Ray Rot be wiU::iiR tl::ie i:r:iileage iRdiGatad Qf tt:ie 
Rew liceRso applicaRt 
Ri:oposals to cbaoge 1+1ileage n,le or n,les 1+1ay be s11brnitted tor consideration by the Federatioo Soard o£ 
Cir.ectoi:s. Any c1:1cl::i R=lileage n1le cl::iaogo will hai•e an offecti"e date Qf Cecei=Rber 1 Qf the f.Qllowiog 
caleodar yoai:_ lo RB O" 0Rt will cl::iaogoc t9 rRiloage becgi:r::ie offectt•o io lesc lf:iao 12 i=Rontt:is tl"Qi:r:i tl::ie date 
Q/ tl:le ,yle chaoge app,011al. 121:oposals to, "'ileage ,yle chaoges syb,,,itled by Affiliales "'31/ ooi,, be 
coosidor.ed after tf.:ley l::ia"e beer coosidor.ed at U-10 anm,al i=Reating Qf tf.:le appi:gpriato rec9gni~od ~I ational 
Miliate. 

2. Mileage Boundaries. Mileage consideration may be applicable to more than one mileage provision. 
a. The below div is ions will be conducte<l under the following mileage: 

a. Andalusianllus~ano: 250 miles; 
b. Arabian: 250 miles; 
c. Friesian: 250 miles; 
d. Hackney: 100 miles; 
e. Morgan: 100 miles; 
f. Na ti on al Show Horse: 50 miles; 
g. Roadster: 100 miles; 
h. Shetland: 100 miles; 
1. American Saddlebred: 100 miles; 
J. Local Regular: Any breed compet~ion restricte<l to one breed or multi-breed competition including any 

of the above listed breeds (1 -9), regardless of number of classes offered : 50 miles; 
k. Western Dressage: 100 miles. 

b. Mileage Boundaries for Hunter and/or Jumper Sections. 
a. Hunter and/or Jumper competitions are categorized by Rating and/or Level. Mditional criteria 

required for each Ra ting and/or Level in the Hunter and Jumper Mileage Charts can be found on the 
Federation webs~e at www.usef.org under Competitiom, competitions. 

b. Jumper Levels are based on the prize money offered . See JP104. 
c. Hunter mileage shall be independent of the Jumper mileage and applied separately to each division 

of a competition 
d. The distances between licensed competitions biceosed Co"'petitioos held in USHJA Zones 1 & 2 

(ME, NH, vr, MA, CT, RI, NJ, NY, and PA) offering hunter or jumper divisions shall be in accordance 
w~h the mileage tables (H1 & J1) shown below effective 12-01-22. 

Hunter Mileage Chart - H1 USHJA Zones 1&2 

P rionty Newcom petitions \V Same Rated Division 
Date Premier National Regional Hok:l'ers ('AA") ('A") (' B") 

Premier ('AA") 125 125 0 

National C'A") 125 125 0 

Regional (' B") 0 0 50 

Jumper Ml eage Chart - J1 USHJA 1 &2 

Priority Date New Com petitions vJ Same Rated Di\-tsion 
Holders Level5&6 Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Le\<0I 1 

Level 5&6 125 125 90 0 0 
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Level 4 125 125 90 0 0 

Level 3 90 90 75 0 0 

Level 2 0 0 0 0 0 

Level 1 0 0 0 0 0 

5. The distances between licensed competitions biseosed Co<RpetiliQos held in USHJA Zones 3 thru 10 
and Canada [w~h the exception of Florida in the first trimester • December through March - see GR314.5) 
offering hunter or jumper divisions shall be in accordance with the mileage lables (H2 & J2) shown below 
effective 12-01-22. 

Hunter Ml eage Cllart - H2 
U SHJA Zones 3 thru 12 and Cana.cf.a (excluding FL in 1st trimester) 

P nonty Newcom petitions \V Same Rated Division 
Date Premier NationaJ Regional 

Holders ('AA") ('A") ('B") 

Premier ('AA") 250 250 0 

National C'A") 250 250 0 

Regional ('B") 0 0 50 

Jumper M ileage Chart - J2 
USHJA Zones 3thru 12 and Canada (excluding FL in 1st trimester) 

Priority Newcom petitions vJ Same Rated Division 
Date Level 5& 6 Le\<el 4 Level 3 Le\<el 2 Le\<el 1 Holders 

Level 5 & 6 250 250 100 0 0 
Level 4 250 250 100 0 0 
Level 3 200 200 100 0 0 
Level 2 0 0 0 0 0 
Level 1 0 0 0 0 0 

6. The distances between licensed competitions biseased Co<Rpetil iQas held in Florida in the first trimester 
(December through March) offering hunter or jumper div is ions shall be in accordance with the mileage 
lables (H3 & J3) shown below effective 12-01-08. 

P nonty 
Date 

Holders 

© USEF 2024 

Hunter M l eage Chart - H 3 
(1st tnmester Flonda) 

NewCompetitions \V Same Rated Division 

Premier 
('AA") 

Premier ('AA") 225 

National C'A") 200 

Regional ('B") 0 

Jumper Mileage Chart - J3 
(1st tnmester Flonda) 

NationaJ 
('A") 

200 

200 

0 

Regional 
('B") 

0 

0 

50 

. 21 
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Priority NewCom petitions\v/ Same Rated Division 
Date Level 5& 6 Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 Holders 

Level 5& 6 225 200 100 0 0 

Level 4 200 200 100 0 0 

Level 3 200 200 100 0 0 

Level 2 0 0 0 0 0 

Level 1 0 0 0 0 0 

3. Mileage Boundaries for Dressage Competitions. 
a. In the case of a Regular or Local Coi:Rpel~ioR competition holding Open Dressage Div ision classes, 

the question of conflict shall be determined with reference only to those dates, inclusive, during which 
Open Dressage classes are to be held. See DR127.15 for a map of USDF regions. 

b. Applicable Mileage: 
i. A 75 mile radius shall apply to Dressage Cornpelitioos competitions held in contiguous USDF 

regions, for which Mferent dislances are specified, in the case of Dressage Co<Rpetilioos 
competitions, Regular Co<Rpel~ioos competitions, or Local Coi:Rpelitioos competitions holding 
"open• Dressage Division classes. 

11 . A 50-mile radius shall apply for Dressago Co<Rpelitioos competitions in USDF Regions 1, 2, 6, & 
8 holding "open" Dressage classes (excluding competitions reslricted to one breed). 

111. A 100-mile radius shall apply for Dressage Co<Rpelitioos competitions in USDF Regions 3, 4, 5, 
7 and 9 holding "open• Dressage classes (excluding competitions reslricted to one breed). 

c. Two or more Dressage Co<Rpelitioos competitions may not be held at the same or adjacent 
locations on the same days. 
1. Exception: Dressage Co<Rpetilioos competitions that are limited to Dressage Sport Horse 

Breeding classes may be held at the same or adjacent location or within the applicable mileage 
radius as another Dressage Coi:RpelitioR competition that does not offer Dressage Sport Horse 
Breeding classes. 

d. All dressage compet~ions are categorized by Level. See DR126 for criteria for each level. 
4. Mileage Boundaries for Eventing Coi:Rpelitioos competitions. 

a. Eventing competitions are categorized by level offered, and mileage is applied to the applicant 
competition. V\here an Even ting competition hosls more than one level, the highest applicable 
mileage radius will apply, e.g. an Intermediate and Modified applicant competition runs against a 
Priority Date Holder CCl2·L competition in Area 2, the applicable mileage is 200 miles (the 
applicant competition's highest applicable mileage radius tied to its Intermediate leveQ. 
Exception: For Eventing competitions occurring on December 1, 2022 and thereafter, the mileage rule 
will not apply to FEI CC I4-L, CC I4-S, CCI 3-L, or l:ederatioR Advanced level competitions, or any 
other level hosted therewith, e.g. the mileage rule will not apply to a CCl3-S hosted w~h an M vanced 
level competition. 

b. Tt.:ie I ISEA./>1+10i:iGaR Eventing Chan:ipK)nchip ic not s1.1bject tf;) tt.:ie 1+19'1ification p1=9Gess, and is eligible 
tor renewal at a new location as needed. For Eventing competitions occurring on December 1. 2022 
and thereafter, the radius will be zero for CC l4-L, CCl4-S, M vanced, and CCl3-L levels, including 
any lower levels ho,;ted at these competitions, and the mileage chart for remaining levels will 
apply only to those compet~ions not hosting FEI CCl4-L, CCl4-S, CCl3-L, or Feder~lioR Advanced 
levels: 

Eventing Ml eage Chart Areas 1, 2, 3, and 8 Eventing Ml eageCllart Areas 4, 5,6, 7, 9, and 10 

Level Rad us Level R adius 

CCl 4-L 600 CCl4-l 600 

CCl 4-S 250 CCl 4-S 400 
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Advanced 200 Actvanced 400 

CCl 3-L 600 CCl3-L 600 

CCl 3-S 200 CCl 3-S 200 

I ntermediate 200 Intermediate 300 

CCl 2-L 300 CCl2-L 300 

CC12-S 100 CCl 2-S 200 

Preliminary 100 PreimillB.ry 200 

CCl1 100 CCl1 200 

Modii ed 100 Modiied 200 

SUBCHAPlER 3-D MILEAGE EXEMPllON AND COMPEllTION LICENSE DISPUlES 

GR31 5 Mileage Exemption 

1. Mileage Exemption. When a compet~ion license application is denie<l by the Fe<leration due to a mileage 
conflic~ the applicant AppliGaot may seek a mileage exemption to allow the competition to occur. The 
decision to grant a mileage exemption is discretionary and made by the Federation Chief Executive Officer. or 
his designee. based on the criteria enumerated below. 

2. The Fe<leration may consider dlferent criteria in determining whether a mileage exemption is warrante<l . The 
relative weight accorded to each such criteria is in the sole discretion of the Federation Chief Executive 
Officer. or their designee. These include, but are not lim~e<l to, the following: 
a. Competition Standards: Priority Date Holder's adherence to competition standards. 

1. Whether the applicant Applisaot compet~ion may alleviate concerns about the safety and welfare of 
horses, competitors, and/or spectators for a given rating and/or level at a Priority Date Holder's 
competition; 

11 . Whether the applicant Applisaot compet~ion may enable a Priority Date Holder to better achieve the 
competition standards for a given rating and/or level; 

111. Whether the applicant Applicant compet~ion may alleviate overcrowding of horses and/or 
competitors in a given geographic area at a given venue. 

b. Competition and Calendar Factors: 
i. a Priorfy Date Holder's costs to competitors or offere<l ratings and/or levels; 
11 . Whether the applicant Applisaot compet~ion serves a nee<! that the Priority Date Holder does not 

seive as to the sche<lule of classes, sections, and divisions, which may be too limite<l; 
111. Whether the applicant Applisaot compet~ion should be given an opportunity to enter the marketplace 

where a Priorfy Date Holder seemingly dominates the calendar in a given geographical area, wl:iiGI> 
1+1ay ci:eate 1.1Rilatei:al co1+1pet~ioR effects; 

iv. Whether the applicant Applisaot compet~ion alleviates the negative impact on competitors that may 
occur when the number of consecutiv e compet~ions of the same rating and/or level in a given 
geographic area at a si"eR "eRue creates uRilateral ceFRpeti&ieR effec&c. 

v. For Eventing competitions; Fe<leration licensedbicoosod Eventing competftions Co<Rpotitioos 
occurring a minimum of two weeks prior to, and two weeks following the applicant competition, will be 
taken into consideration when determining the app/icantApplisaot competition's impact on the 
competition calendar, regardless of mileage boundary. 

c. Sport Growth and Visibility: 
Whether the applicant Applisaot competition may create growth and visibility of the sport in one of the 
following ways, which is not exclusive: 
1. The applicant Applisaot competition is warrante<l due to community support and/or involv ement; 
11 . The applicant Applisaot competition may broaden access to compet~ors at all levels of the sport 
iii. The applicant Applisaot competition is unique and provides exceptional promotional benefits to the 

sport 
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d. In addition, the Federation will consider the following factors in determining whether a mileage exemption 
should be granted: 
1. Geographic location and time of year with regard to concentration and migration of competitors; 
11 . Experience and expertise of competition management 
111. Compet~ions outside of boundary mileage of Priority Date Holder and applicant Applisaot 

C9i:npet~ieR competition, which may affect densfy and competitive level of compet~ors; 
w. Density and competitive level of competitors in a given geographic area at a given time of year; and 
v. Any other circumstances that the Federation may deem to support, further, promote, or advance the 

best interests of the sport 
3. Mileage Exemption Procedure 

An applicant Applisaot may first contact the Priorfy Date Holder(s) and seek cooperation in running the 
proposed event. 

a. If tt:ie PFierit,r Qate l=leldorEc~ agFoec te tho 0~'8FRpti0R F061l:IOGt. U:ieR tho terFRc aRd ceRditienc ef an;• 
agr-eor.:r::ient R1ust be fully disclosed tQ tho Federation in writing along wilR GYbR1ission of tho Mileage 
EX8i:Rptien Response Fori=R . S1.1b1:r:1ission 9f these i=Ratmialc indicates that tl::ie paRies acknowledge and 
agree that the Federation is not responsible for the enforcement or pedorr:naoce o£ the terms and 
conditions Gf tl::ie agi:eeFRont and lf:lat tho parties expr-essly wa~, e any claii:r:i against tho Federation lGr 
f.aih,ue te porfoi:i:r::i. 

b. If the Priority Cate HolderCs) does not agree to tbe exemption req, ,est, then tbe The applicant Applicant 
shall submit the Mileage Exemption Request Form to the Federation in accordance with these rules. The 
applicant ,llpplisaot shall submit the Mileage Exemption Request Form, fully completed, to the Federation 
no earlier than 360 calendar days and no later than 180 calendar days before the start date of the 
proposed competition. The fully completed Mileage Exemption Request Form must be accompanied with 
the non-refundable application fee. A mileage exemption request will not be accepted unless the Mileage 
Exemption Request Form is fully completed and the application fee is paid in full. W~hin 21 days of 
acceptance of a properly submitted request and application fee, the Federation will notify the applicant 
,llpplisaot and the Priority Date Holder(s) that the request is being processed. The notification will include 
a copy of the submitted Mileage Exemption Request Form and a Mileage Exemption Response Form for 
the Priority Date Holder(s) to complete. The Priority Date Holder(s) has 10 calendar days from the date of 
the Notification letter to submit to the Federation, with a copy to the applicant Applic2Rt a fully completed 
Mileage Exemption Response Form. The Priority Date Holder(s) must provide written comments 
explaining the basis for their objection to the mileage exemption request, based on the criteria listed in 
paragraph 2 above. 

c. If the Priority Date Holder(s) agrees to the exemption request, then the terms and conditions of 
any agreement must be fully disclosed to the Federation in writing along with submission of the 
M/eage Exemption Response Form. Submission of these materials indicates that the parties 
acknowledge and agree that the Federation is not responsible for the enforcement or performance 
of the terms and conditions of the agreement and that the parties expressly waive any claim 
against the Federation for failure to perform. 

d. In the case of mileage exemption renewal requests where an agreement has been reached with the 
affected competition( s), the following applies: Within 15 calendar days of receipt of a completed Mileage 
Exemption Response Form and the terms and conditions of an agreement, if such agreement was 
reached between the affected parties, the request will be reviewed by the Federation and a determination 
will be made whether to grant the renewal request. 

e. In the case of first time mileage exemption requests or renewal requests where an agreement could not 
be reached with the affected competition(s) or the affected competition(s) failed to timely respond, the 
following applies: Within 10 calendar days of receipt of a completed Mileage Exemption Response Form 
from Priority Date Holder(s) objecting to the reques~ or the expiration of the 10 day response period if no 
completed Mileage Exemption Response Form is submitted, the Federation will notify the applicable 
Recognized Breed/Discipline Affiliate and provide all documentation received in the process from any 
party. Within the time prescribed by the Federation. the applicable Recognized Breed/Discipline Affiliate is 
invited to submit wr~ten feedback for consideration by the Federation in reaching a decision whether to 
approve or disapprove the request including specific feedback on the criteria listed in paragraph 2 above. 
If the Federation learns that an individual with a conflict of interest was present when an Affiliate 
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considers its recommendation under this Chapter, then such recommendation will be not be considered 
by the Federation. 

f. For Hooter, Jumper, Hooter/Jumper licensed competitions in Florida occu"ing within the first 
trimester of the competition year, the mileage exemption process shall be governed in accordance 
with the timeline posted on the Federation's website. 

4. Modlications or amendments to an approved exemption are not perm~ted unless approved by the Federation 
in wr~ing. 

5. Mileage Exemptions are granted for one year only. Approval in one year does not guarantee future approval 
of a mileage exemption requesl 

6. All licensed competitions bicensed CQ~pelitiQns operating under an approved mileage exemption shall 
have the applicable mileage protection against new competitions pursuant to these rules. Mditionally, these 
competitions will have the applicable mileage protection for the following year's comparable dates, provided 
that the license application and applicable fees are recew ed within 60 calendar days of the last day of the 
current year's competition. This does not preclude the Federation from granting add~ional mileage exemption 
requests for new competitions to be held within any mileage boundary. 

7. Competitions with an approved mileage exemption which have been held for two or more consecutive years 
may apply for designation as a perpetual mileage exemption. If approved, the competition shall apply 
annually for renewal under GR 302.3. To be eligible for this designation, the competition must indicate this 
request on the application and pay the requisite mileage exemption fee. Any conditions associated with the 
approved mileage exemption shall remain in place. Upon receiving this designation, any changes to bcation, 
rating and/or level will result in bss of this designation and the competition will be required to apply for a 
mileage exemption. Designated perpetual mileage exemption compet~ions shall have the applicable mileage 
protection against new competitions. This does not preclude the Federation from granting additional mileage 
exemption requests for new competitions to be held within any mileage boundary. The Federation may revoke 
this designation at any time. 

8. The Federation will provide a written decision to the applicant Applicant and Priorfy Date Holder(s)w~hin 30 
days of receipt of the Recognized Affiliate or Federation committee's recommendation, whichever is later. 
If the 30-day time period cannot be met, the parties will be notified in writing when they can expect to receive 
a decision. Subject to GR315.3.f above, for Hunter, Jumper, Hunter/Jumper licensed competitions in 
Florida occurring within the first trimester of the competition year, the Federation will provide a 
written decision to the applicant and Priority Date Holder(s) in accordance with the schedule posted 
on the Federation's website. 

9. Computing Time. For purposes of computing time related to the timelines est ab/is hed in the M/eage 
Exemption and license Modification processes under this Chapter~. the folbwing rules apply: 
a. exclude the day of the event that triggers the period; 
b. count every day, including intermediate SahJrdays, Sundays, excluding legal holidays and week days that 

the Federation offices are closed; 
c. include the last day of the period, but l the last day is a Saturday, Sunday, or day that the Federation 

offices are closed. the period continues to run until the end of the next day that the office is open. 
8006120'23 Etrectiie 1211123 

GR 316 License Applica tion Disputes and Resolution 

1. Any compet~ion license applicant may dispute the denial of a license application or renewal. In addition, a 
Mileage Exemption Request applicant and Priority Date Holder(s) may dispute a mileage exemption request 
decision. The initiation of a license dispute can be made by submitting a fully completed Federation Mileage 
Exemption Dispute Form to disputes@usef.org and to the Federation General Counsel within 10 calendar 
days of the date on the Federation notice of the approval or denial, abng with the filing fee. The submission 
must include the basis for the appeal. 

2. Upon notification by the Federation of a properly filed dispute. the affected parties will have 10 calendar days 
to file a substantive response. License disputes will be decided by the Federation Hearing Committee in 
accordance with the Federation rules and procedures. The Hearing Committee Panel may review the decision 
based upon the parties· written submissions and the record below. The parties may be represented by 
counsel. In its discretion, the Hearing Committee Panel may hold a hearing. Hearings will be conducted via 
videoconference or teleconference as directed by the Hearing Committee Panel. The Hearing Committee 
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Panel shall only determine whether the challenged decision was made in accordance with the Federation 
rules. The Hearing Committee shall issue a written decision as soon as practicable. If the appealing party 
prevails, half of the fee shall be refunde<l . 

3. The Hearing Committee's decision is final and not appealable within the Fe<leration. 

GR111 Competition Oal8s 

A compet~ion or competition date begins at 12:01 am on the calendar date on which the first class (or Horse 
Inspection, if applicable) is sche<lule<l and ends at midnight on the calendar date on which the last class is 
sche<lule<l . 

For purposes of Chapter 3 of these rules, an "existing competition" is a licensed or comparable 
competition. 

GR 152 Rule Change Proce<lures 

These rules may be adde<l to, altere<l or amende<l at any meeting of the Board of Directors by a majorfy vote of 
those present as prov ide<l herein below. The Fe<leration Legislative Committee is responsible for review, analysis, 
and oversight of the Fe<leration's rule change process, subject to review and approval by the Board of Directors. 
Rule Change Categories: Standard, Clarlication, Extraordinary, and FEI . 

Fe<leration Senior Staff, Fe<leration Committees, Recognize<! Affiliate Associations (Recognize<! Associations and 
International Discipline Associations), and eligible Individual Fe<leration members may propose rule changes. 
Individual Fe<leration members are eligible so long as the member is a Lletime member or has held a Fe<leration 
Senior Active membership for at least five (5) consecutive years. If an I ndw idual Fe<leration member is ineligible 
to submit a rule change due to these requirements, the member may contact the appropriate Recognize<! Affiliate 
Association or Fe<leration committee and request that either one consider proposing their desire<! rule change. 

[ .. . ) 

4. FEI Rule Changes. In order to comply in a timely mannerw~h changes in FEI rules, which may be publishe<l 
by the FEI outside the Fe<leration's normal rule change sche<lule, certification is waive<! and the Board of 
Directors may consider and act to conform to any FEI rule change as deeme<l necessary. 

5. /2,Qp86als t<Hl:ia,ige mileagebooodaries /:iereiq may besubm~tedfor,;oqsideratioq by t/:ie 
Foder.at ion Board of0ireGtOi'$• Ony &uGh mileage .ruto Ghar-Jgo ••.ciff ha1<0 an effeGti1<0 ,i,ate of Doca,:,:,ber 
1 of t/:ie f9/19wmg ,;a/e11dar yea~ /11110 e1<e11t 14<iU ,;/:ia119es t9 mileage beGo- effil,;ti1<e i11 less t/:ia1112 
months fr:om the dale Qf the r-ute chaRg& appro,<at, P-rg.pos ats fgr mileage Alie cha,:,ges s ubFWUed by 
Aiiiliates may oqty be coqsidered after tbey /:iave bee<1 coosidered at tbe aooua/ meetiqg oftbe 
approp<iate re,ogq~ed Natioqa/ l\lfiliate 
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GR702.1     Tracking #082-23     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 6/3/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To ensure jurisdiction over USEF member’s conduct relating to cruelty or abuse to actions that occur outside of a competition environment, regardless of any 
action taken in a civil or criminal court. Ensuring jurisdiction in this context aids in protecting the social license to operate and shows that supports USEF’s no 
tolerance of equine cruelty or abuse by its members.

Proponent Details Contact Information

CEO - Bill Moroney Leslie Mangan

lmangan@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
GR 838 (109-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: The Council approves under the condition that if Tracking #109-23 is approved, the 
language in this proposal would be amended to match where necessary.

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: The Council recommends approval of this proposal but wants to note that the language in 
GR702.1.f should be changed from "cruelty and abuse" to "unethical treatment" to align with the 
definition in GR838.

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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GR702 Violations 
1. A violation is any act prejudicial to the best interests of the Federation, including but not lim~ed to the 
following: 
[ .. . ) 
f. Physical assault upon a person and/or ~ unethical treatment to a the horse, as defined in 
GR838, cruehy, or abuse to the horse. 



GR411.1     Tracking #084-23     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 2/1/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

In an effort to improve member experience and processing times, the Federation is moving away from paper applications and replacing them with online 
applications.  This rule change is intended to remove the paper forms related to drug and medication administration from the rulebook. These forms are 
available electronically. As the forms are submitted electronically, the timing of submission has been adjusted to prior to the first time the horse competes.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Veterinary Stephen Schumacher

sschumacher@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
GR 201 (067-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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GR411 Conditions For Therapeutic Administrations of Prohibited Substances 
1. A horse and/ or pony exhibiting at a licensed Competition pursuant to the Therapeutic 
Substance Provisions that receives any medication which contains a prohibited substance is not 
eligible for competition unless all of the following requirements have been met and the facts are 
furnished in writi ng on a timely-submitted official Equine Drugs and M edications Report Form 

online. A form is timely-submitted when the electronic form is submitted following 
administration and be/are the horse competes {See (i) far paper farms) : 
[ ... ] 
i. Equine Drugs and M edications Report Form filed fa/lawing administration and prior to the 
horse competing. 11;ith the £teward/leeAAieal E>elegate er E>esignate8 CempetitioA O#i ee 
Ropro,ontati•'9 within ono hoyr af:ter ad1+1inistration or one hoyr after tho Steward/l=oshnical 

E>elegate or OesigAated CeFAJ3et=itieA O#iee RepreseAtative returns to duty if aeh:Ainistrat=ien is at 
a t:i1+10 othorthan dYring co1+1pe.t:ition ho1:,ir& If an online form cannot be submitted due to lack 
of internet or phone service, a paper form may be submitted This option may only be used 
when submitting the online form is impossible. The farm must be filed with the 
Steward/Technical Delegate ar Designated Ccmpetitian Office Representative within ane haur 
after administration. If administration occurred outside af campetitian hours, the farm must 
be filed within ane haur after the Steward/Technical Delegate ar Designated Campetitian 
Office Representative returns ta duty if administration taak place at a time other than during 

competition hours. 

GR 414 Prohibited Practices 
2. The above exceptions are permitted only when (i) the substance is administered by a licensed 
veterinarian and no less than 6 hours prior to competing; and (ii) the "Trainer" as defined under 
Genera l Rule 404 properly files, or causes to be properly filed, an Equine Drugs and M edications 

Repor t Form fa/lawing administration and prior to the horse competing witA tAe 
Stoward/TeGhniGal Celogate or co1+1potition office reprosontati••e within ono hoyr after the 

aBFflinistration ef the suBstanee er one hour after the 6t-ewar8/leehniea l E>elegate er 
competition office roprosentati•,e returA& tg duty if the adR=liAistrat:igA gc;i;ur& at a t:ime gut&ide 
eeFflµetitieA Re\iFS. TRe ~ewaF8/,=eeRAiea l E>elegate eF eeFAµetitieA effiee FCJJFeseAtative sRall 
&igA aAd rec;grd the t:ime gf reseipt QA the EquiAe Cn.,1g& aAd P4edisat:i9A& Repm:t f;grm 
[ ... ) 
4. Shockwave Therapy may only be administered by or on the order of a licensed veterinarian. If 

sedation is required for Shockwave Therapy, only sedation per formed by a licensed veterinarian 
and administered at the same time as the Shockwave Therapy will be considered therapeutic 
and GR411 will apply. No sedation associated with Shockwave Therapy will be considered 
therapeutic if administered within 24 hours prior to competition. No horse m ay be treated with 
Shockwave Therapy within the 3 days preceding competition with the following exception: 
a. Shockwave Therapy may be administered by a licensed veterinarian within the 3 day 
prohibited period, but no closer than 12 hours prior to competing, and is limited to application 
to the back and dorsal pelvis areas. No Shockwave Therapy is permitted within the 12 hours 
prior to competing. This exception is permitted only when the "Trainer" as defined underGR404 
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properly files, or causes to be properly filed, an Equine Drugs and Medications Report Form 

after administration and prior ta the horse competing. If an anline farm cannot be submitted 
due ta lack af internet ar phone service, a paper fam1 may be submitted. The farm must be 
filed with the Stew ard/ Technical Delegate or competition office representative w ithin one hour 
after the administra tion of Shockwave Therapy. If administration occurred outside af 
campetitian hours, the form must be filed within el' one hour after the St eward/ Technical 
Delegate or competition office representa tive returns to duty i f the administration occurs at a 

time outside competition hours. The Steward/rechnical Delegat e or competition office 
representative shall sign and record the time of receipt on the Equine Drugs and Medications 
Repor t Form. 



GR1127.2     Tracking #085-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 6/20/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Single entry divisions are common in Combined Driving. Updating the points chart to recognize the completion of single entry events will continue to 
encourage Drivers to pursue HOTY points and participate in Federation licensed competitions. This rule change updates the table in GR 1127.2 to include a 
single point for competitors that are the only entry in the category, with the stipulation that competitor will need to compete in the same category at 
three events in the competition year in order to earn the points for single entry events. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Combined Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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If 16 or more 
competitors have 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 
started 
1st 20 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 6 4 

2nd 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 3 1 
3rd 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 1 

4th 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

5th 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

6th 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

7th 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

8th 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

9th 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

10th 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

11th 6 5 4 3 2 1 

12th 5 4 3 2 1 

13th 4 3 2 1 

14th 3 2 1 

15th 2 1 

16th 1 

a. If only a single competitor completes the Combined Driving competition, they will receive a 
single point for the completion so long as the competitor competes in the same category in at 
least three competitions in the same competition year. 

Ub. Half Points will be awarde<l for all categories at Short Format Drwing Events where three (3) 
phases of Dressage, Modifie<l Marathon, and Cones are include<! . 

1 

1 



GR838     Tracking #109-23     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 12/1/2024 5/6/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Extraordinary Change Reason

Horse wellbeing is paramount to USEF and this proposal modernizes the horse abuse rule. This proposal 
accompanies GR702, a standard rule change currently under consideration. The effective date for this EO 
should align with the effective date for GR702 should the Board approve it.

Rule Change Intent

This proposal is intended to achieve the following: (1) expand the scope of USEF’s jurisdiction to include horse abuse that occurs outside of competition, 
including at home facilities; (2) clarify examples of what constitutes abuse in our sport; (3) mandate reporting of horse abuse; and (4) clarify that competition 
management and officials are empowered to eliminate, disqualify, and issue warnings for horse abuse at competitions.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEF Officers Leslie Mangan

lmangan@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
GR 702 (082-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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SUBCHAPTER 8-F WELFARE OF lliE HORSE 

GR838 Unethical Treatment of the Horse Gr1:1elty to aRrJ AB1:1se af a llerse 

For purposes of this rule_, the following definitions apply: 

A Covered Horse is defined as any horse that is or has been recorded with the nderation_, has participated 

or is entered to participate in a Federation Licensed or Endorsed Competition, or is on the grounds of a 

Federation Licensed or Endorsed Competition or is in the care, custody, and control of a Participant 

A Participant is defined as any person who holds or has held a Federation membership; participated in a 

Federation Licensed or Endorsed Competition as a rider, vaulte,; drive,; handler, exhibitor, trainer:, coach, 

groom, competition veterinarian, or support personnel for any of these identified roles; or is present on the 

grounds of a Federation licensed or Endorsed Competition. 

1. Any Participant engaging in the Unethical Treatment of a CCNered Horse is subject to penalty. Except in 

exigent circumstances, the Unethical Treatment of a Covered Horse is defined as any action or inaction that 

may negatively compromise the Covered Horse's health, safety, or well-being. It may include any action(s) 

or inaction(s) that causes or is likely to cause a horse pain, a state of obvious distress, or unnecessary 

discomfort. 

Examples of Unethical Treatment of a Horse may include, but are not limited to: 

a. Misuse or excessive use of a whip, spur, orbit; 
b. Misuse of any equipment or device, including tack; 
c. Creation of hyper or hypo-sensitization of any physical part of a CCNered Horse to enhance 

performance; 

d. Any practice or use of devices or objects used to enhance a Covered Horse's performance based on 
fear or intimidation; 

e. Training, riding, or competing a Covered Horse with ra\\~ bleeding, or irritated skin or welts 

consistent with excessive, persistent, or inappropriate use of equipment including spurs; and 
t Continued riding, driving, or lunging an obviously exhausted, lame, or injured Covered Horse. 

2. A Participant is subject to penalty for the Unethical Treatment of a Covered Horse that occurs at or in 

connection with a Federation Licensed or Endorsed Competition. Additionally, any person who directs 

another as to the Unethical Treatment of a Covered Horse is subject to penalty. 

3. A Participant is subject to penalty for the Unethical Treatment of a Covered Horse that occurs after 
November 30, 2024 somewhere other than at or in connection with a USEF Licensed or Endorsed 

Competition. For the Unethical Treatment of a Covered Horse under this paragraph that occurs off U.S. soil 
by a Participant who is a member of a foreign National Federation, the Federation will refer the matter to 

the relevant National Federation and FEI for resolution. 

4. Any Participant who personally witnesses the Unethical Treatment of a Covered Horse at or in direct 

connection with a Federation Licensed or Endorsed Competition, must immediately report it to a Federation 

Licensed Official at the competition. 

5. Any Participant who personally witnesses the Unethical Treatment of a Covered Horse outside of a 

Federation Licensed Competition, should reporl it to the Federation and the relevant local authorities as 

soon as practicable. 
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6. A veterinarian may be appointed by the Federation, Competition Management, or a Licensed Official to 

inspect any horse on competition grounds, or any horse stabled off grounds that is entered to compete in a 

Federation Licensed or Endorsed Competition. Refusal to submit an animal for such examination shall 

constitute a violation of this rule, and the owner and/or trainer may be subject to penalty by the 

Federation. 

7. A Federation Licensed Of/iciat Competition Management, or competition veterinarian at a Federation 
Licensed or Endorsed Competition may issue an official written warning, elimination, or disqualification 

against any Participant they deem to have Unethically Treated a Covered Horse on competition grounds or 

directly related to a Federation Licensed or Endorsed Competition. Additionally, any person may be 

removed from the competition grounds for Unethical Treatment of a Horse. Any report received of alleged 
Unethical Treatment or penalties imposed on a person(s) as a result of Unethical Treatment must be 

reported to the Federation. A Participant may be subject to further penalty by the Federation. 

B. Anyone reporting a violation must be acting in good faith and have reasonable grounds for believing the 

information disclosed is a violation. Any allegations that prove to have been made maliciously or 

knowingly to be false will be viewed as a serious disciplinary offense and will be considered a violation of 

this rule, subjecting the reporting party to penalty by the Federation. 

9. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Federation may pursue disciplinary action pursuant Bylaw 705.2{b). 

1 cn,eltyts sr the ab11&e sf a RsP.:ie pre&ent sn tRe grgynd& sf any biceA.&e'1 Csrripet:it:isn i& fsrbi'1den, 
csnrt:itute& a lfiglat:isn under CRap-ter ?, and render& tRe gf:fender &ubjec.t ts penalty TRe SRsur 
CsrriR=lit:tee, sr CsR=lpot:it:isn ~fanageR=lent in tRe ab&ence gf a SRsu, CsR1R=1it:tee R=II 15t bar ••isl atsr& frgR1 
fui:tRer par::ticipat:isn fgr tRe reR=lai nder gf tRe csR1pst:it:isn It i5 tRe d1 rty gf tRe csR1petil=isn gfficial& ts 
reps rt tstRe feder:at:isn any peP.:isn ,,iRg indi.,lge& in tRi& pr:aGt:ice fgr &Ych t,n1Rer aGt:isn a, R=13Y be 
deeR=led apprspriate. 

J Any per,sn sr tr:ainer; a& defined by federat:isn rule&, u/hg pr:e&ent& fgr csR1petil=isn a Rsr,e that 
exhibit, &ign& gf recent cAJelty gr abu,e •Hill be &ubjec.t ts penalty under thi& ryle 

a TRe feder:at:isn gr tRe h1dge, ste..,ard, sr T0 may appsint a ••eterinarian ts in&pect any aniR=lal gn 
csR1petil=isn grgi.,nd& gr entered ts csR1pete Refurnl ts &'dbR1it an aniR=lal fgr exaR=linat:isn by an 
autberi1ed \feterinarian after due netificatien &ball csnrt:itute a \fislat::isn, 

4 The follswing are inGluded undertbe words Cruelty and Ob1J5e but are not limited therete· 
a E~ce55i\fe \159 ef a wRip on any boP.:ie in a 5tall, runway, 5cbeoling ar:ea, oorripet:it:ion ring er 
el5m,,1Rer:e on the coR1petil=ion grgund5, before or during a oompetition, by any per50A, 
b, eKGept in erriergensy 5ituation5 any striking ef tbe bor5e15 head (on U.1e poll and forward ef tbe 
pGII) ,,,;11, tile .. ,1,;p sllall be deerAed ex,;essi¥e 
s Rapping tRe leg5 of a bor5e witb tbe b!Jl:t end ef a riding crop or etber irriplement; 
d f l5e ef any 5Ub5tance or method te induce tempor:ary beat 
e, Manual poling witb any objest; 
f, U5e of a wire or cRain in conjynstion with any 5cRoolingjYmp; 
g I l5e ef eleGtris de\fice in 5cbeeling or 5Rowing; 
b I l5e ef 5haGkle&i boGI< bobbles and 5imilar de¥ice5 (not to be construed a5 rubber or elastic 

exerQ5ing device5}; 
i Shovcing a hor5e ,,citb r:a,,, or bleeding 5ores around tbe coronet5, pasternri or leg5; 
j, U5e ef an111N<ple5i¥e (e,g,, fire GraGkers, terpedees, fire ext:inguisRers exGept in Gase ef fire, etG.J 
er laser bearri de¥i6es; an1ruRere en the oorripet:it:ien grewnd5; eXGept in an eKRitait:ien er if requireEI in 
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EQ111.6     Tracking #110-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 9/1/2024 12/22/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Extraordinary Change Reason

The Maclay specifications have already been updated for the 2024 qualifying period, and the rule is being 
adjusted to reflect the newest specifications.

Rule Change Intent

The current 2024 Maclay class specifications are posted on the National Horse Show website (www.nhs.org), and these changes will align the language in the 
USEF rule book with those class specifications. Proposed changes include updates to the qualifying criteria, changing the timeline for posting the point 
requirements, removing language about specs being posted on the USEF website, and adding a reference to a definition.

Proponent Details Contact Information

National Hunter Committee Hattie Carter

hcarter@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER EQ-2 HUNTER/JUMPING SEAT EQUITATION SECTION 

EQlll Requirements for Specific Classes 

6. ASPCA HORSEMANSHIP CLASS. Open to Junior members of USEF gr ~qYiAo CaAada who have 
not reached their 18th bir thday in accordance with GR127. Rider and t rainer (or coach when 
applicable, see GR108) must be current members of the ASPCA/NH SAA. Fees are payable online 
by credit ca rd to the National Horse Show Association of Amer ica by visiting www.nhs.org and 
clicking the ASPCA M aclay tab at the top of the page. All contestants are required to perform 
over at I ea st eight fences at 3'6" with or without wings. The course must include at I east two 
changes of direction, a combination including an axer, and 1/3 of the obstacles must be axers. A 
liverpool or water is prohibited in ASPCA M aclay classes including Regionals and Finals. In 
addition, all courses must include at least three of the following: bending line, narrow jump 
{5'6" -8'), rollback turn, fence at the end of the ring, long approach to a single jump. Two 
cumulative refusals in the ASPCA M aclay Finals will result in elimination, see EQ108.1. A 
minimum of twelve riders, i f ava ilable, are required to show at a walk, trot and canter. To be 
judged on seat, hands, guidance and control of horse. The Under Saddle performance of those 
riders selected to show under saddle shall count 50%. Only one r ider per horse {See EQ113 for 
approved tests). To fill a class three {3) competi tors must complete the course. If SO or more 
entries are received the cl ass must be divided by every other number and run as two separate 
classes. 

a. For the point and qualifying system, see the FederatieA weBs~e at 1/JWW.blsef.ei:g a Ad the 
National Horse Show website at www.nhs.org. Point system will be set no later than 

December 1st each year.fifteen (1§) 8a•1s prior to the start ef the ~blalffying perieet Onee 
a rider has obbinod tho point roqyiro~ont& of their state of rosidonso1 ac dof:ined in 

these rules, tt~e rider is ~blalifiea to eempete in the ASPCA Maelay Finals fer that 
sorRpotition year CorRpoting in an ASPCA ~4aslay Regional f;inalc in that con:1po:t:it=ion 

year is optional fer an•t rieiei=s ~\ialified fer the ASPCA Maelay Finals. Riders may compete 
in a total of fourteen {14) ASPCA Maclay classes in a single qualifying period. Any rider 
who continues to compete after they have competed in fourteen {14) qualifying classes 
will no longer be eligible to compete in the ASPCA M aclay Regionals WAa4 or the ASPCA 
M aclay Finals. {Exception : If a rider is not yet qualified for the ASPCA M aclay Regionals 
~ based on the point requirements of their state of residence after four teen {14) 
classes, that the rider may continue to compete until qualified for tlae Fi Rais . However, 
upon qualifying, that rider must stop competing in M aclay classes or they will no longer 

be eligible to compete in any ASPCA M aclay Regionalsfiflals or the ASPCA M aclay 
Final5,f). It is the rider's responsibility to calculate and know their points as well as the 
number of classes in which they have competed. For complete details on application to 
offer this class, as well as instructions on submitting results, competition management 
should contact the National Horse Show. Seethe National Horse Show website at 
www.nhs.org for contact information. Classes held at competitions with a star t date 
after August 31 will count toward the next year's fina ls. Any rider in their final junior 
year may not compete in any qualifying classes held at a competition with a start date 

after August 31 of that competition year. Effective 12/ 1/22 



RD114.8     Tracking #111-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 9/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Extraordinary Change Reason

Currently the specifications for how Amateur to bike championships should run are incorrect. They should 
match the specs for the qualifying classes. This creates confusion amongst exhibitors and trainers.

Rule Change Intent

To update the specifications for the Amateur to bike classes in qualifying and championship classes. Currently they are inconsistant with how the classes are 
run. 

Speed is a key component to the judging of the Amateur to bike classes. It was previously excluded from the specifications in how to judge the class. The 
committee is asking that speed be included and that the Amateur to Bike Championship specifications match. Currently, the championship class is under a 
separate set of specifications which creates an unfairness and inconsistencies with how the classes are to be judged. By adjusting the language in RD114.7 & 
8, it creates clarity and a level playing field for all. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Roadster Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

RD 114.8 | Tracking #111-23 Page 90 of 316Wednesday, June 19, 2024 9:35 AM



RD 114.8 | Tracking #111-23 Page 91 of 316Wednesday, June 19, 2024 9:35 AM

RD114 Roadster Ponies 
1. Classes for Roadster ponies lo Bike are restricted to ponies 13 hands (52' and under). If entries 

warrant two sections may be offered : a) Roadster Ponies to Bike 50" and under; b) Roadster 
Ponies lo Bike over 50" but not lo exceed 52'. If two sections are offered, compet~ion 
management may offer a championship/stake for each section. In Under Saddle classes and 
Roadster Pony lo Wagon classes entries may not exceed 54'. Ponies may not be shown in a 
performance class unless the owner possesses a current Measurement Card or valid 
Measurement Form issued by the Federation (see GR502). 

2. During the line up in classes restricted lo Junior Exhibitors and Amateurs, one attendant is 
perm~ted lo head the pony. The attendant must not touch the entry except for safety reasons. 
During a workout the attendant may uncheck and hold the entry. However, when the workout is 
over the pony must be rechecked and the attendant must move away from the pony. The 
attendant must take no action that would affect the performance of any animal. 

3. Roadster Pony classes may be judged by judges licensed in the Hackney Pony Division. In all 
Ladies, Amateur, and Junior Exhibitor roadster pony classes, the judge(s) must walk the line up. If 
a judging panel is being used lo officiate these classes, all judges must comply with this rule. 

4. If no Junior Exhibitor qualifying or championship classes are offered at a competition, then junior 
exhibitors may enter the Amateur or Ladies qualfying or championship classes but protective 
headgear is required (See GR801.4, .7 and .8). If an amateur championship is not offered, ponies 
shown in junior exhib~or classes are eligible for the open championship. Junior Exhibitors are 
allowed to show in Open Roadster Pony lo Wagon classes and amateur or open Roaster Pony to 
Bike classes if Junior Exhib~or or Amateur classes are not offered. The use of protective headgear 
is required by Junior Exhibitors in these classes. 

5. Roadster ponies shall enter the ring in a clockwise manner and be shown first at a jog-trot and 
road ga~. then reversed and shown at a jog-tro~ road gai~ and then at speed. 

6. SINGLE ROADSTER PONY, OPEN, LIMIT, NOVICE, JUNIOR (4 years old & under) TO BIKE. To 
be judged on performance, speed, presence, quality, conformation, and manners. 

7. AMATEUR TO BIKE: To be judged on manners, performance, speed, presence, quality, and 
conformation. 

8. AMATEUR TO BIKE CHAMPIONSHIP: To be judged on manners, performance, speed, 
presence, quality, and conformation. 

9. SINGLE ROADSTER PONY JUNIOR EXHIBITOR OR LADIES TO BIKE. To be judged on 
manners, presence, qualfy, performance, speed and conformation. 

10. SINGLE ROADSTER PONY JUNIOR EXHIBITOR, AMAIEI IR OR LADIES CHAMPIONSHIP TO 
BIKE. To be eligible ponies must be entered, shown by a Junior Exhibitor, 4R1al0Yr or Lady and 
judged in any qualifying class having the same judging specifications. If an amate,,r ladies: class is 
RQl Qflor-ed, ai=Rate1.1r ladies st::i9win9 in 11::ie gpon ladiot clzu:;s will be q1.1alifiod far tho arRate,,u 
s~aFRpioRs~ip. To be judged on manners, presence, quality, performance, speed and 
conformation. 

11. [ .. . ) 

.. renumber accordingly. 



DC944.1     Tracking #112-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 9/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Extraordinary Change Reason

Rule Change Intent

By removing the time requirements for potential Controlled Warmups at Short Format Events, the officials gain flexibility during the competition to protect the 
welfare of equines and Drivers. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DC944 The Course 

1. General 

1.1 Maximum Distances and speeds must not be exceeded. 

1.2 These speeds may be reduced by the Technical Delegate and the President of Jury in the case of 
adverse weather or ground conditions. 

1.3 The Marathon Course must consist of two sections (A and B or Controlled Warm-up and B) and a 
Cool Down in all classes and levels. The Beginner division will not use a Section A, but can use a 
Controlled Warm-up. 

1.3.1 M. Short Format Driv ing Events, a Modified Marathon will consist of an optional Controlled Warm-up 
and Section B with 3-5 obstacles. No formal Cool Down section is required . 

1.4 The total distance in Section B should be approximately one km per obstacle and preferably not less 
than 700m between two consecutive obstacles. The total distance in Section B must include the distances 
through the obstacles. 

1.4.1 M. Short Format Driv ing Events, the total distance in a Modified Mara thon Section B should be 
approximately one kilometer per obstacle and preferably not less than 500m between two consecutive 
obstacles. 

1.5 The distances between the end of one section and the start of the next must not be included in the 
total length and time of the course. 

1.6 As an alternative option to the Section A, there can be a controlled warm-up with a maximum time 
allowed of 30 minutes in a designated warm-up arena of minimum 5000 square meters, properly 
supervised, with a judge in attendance. 

1.6.1 At Short Format Odt iog Eu ent&:, wbeo , ,sing the Controlled \1\/acm , ,p, ~ car be red, ,ced to a 
R=iioimurR 9f ~0 i:riioutas aod ao Qfficial it rot rgquirod t9 be present Tho locboical Colo9ata car app~10 
a lO'arm up area 9f any adoq1.1ato si2e to accomi:RQdate J or i:r::iore eolrioc al a time aod IRo w::u:i:R 1.1p 
obstacle is optional At Short Format Driving Events, a controlled Warm-up may be used but is not 
required. The Technical Delegate must approve a Wlrm-up area of any adequate size to 
accommodate 3 or more entries at a time and the warm-up obstacle is optional. 

1. 7 Before the start of Section B, a marathon-type warm-up, made of any material and situated in a 
separated area, must be provided. Each athlete may use the Warm-up obstacle for a maximum of 2 
minutes. Grooms must be on the Carriage during the Warm-up Obstacle, failure to comply will incur a 
Yellow Warning Card. Grooms may dismount when the turnout is standing still with no penalty. 



SB103.14     Tracking #137-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 10/26/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The Saddlebred committee has worked hand in hand with ASHBA on this proposal. It is the desire to restrict the Masters classes to amateur riders/drivers 
ages 60years and older. The riding ability of those aged 50 or 60 years is a large gap. The committee felt it was more appropriate to seperate at 60. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

American Saddlebred Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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S8103 General, Soundness. and Welfare 

1. [ .. . ) 
14. Master classes are restricte<l to amateur rider/drivers age W-60 years and older. Classes are to be 
judged according to amateur class specifications. Master classes are never to be stripped for 
conformation judging. 
15. [ .. . ) 



JP118     Tracking #138-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/15/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To encourage and promote safe riding for beginning and developing lower level jumper riders while promoting a steady progression through the levels offered 
in jumper classes.

This is an effort to promote safety in lower height divisions of jumper competition. Success in the show ring will be defined and rewarded by clear rounds and 
prompt and efficient riding and by understanding the clock/time aspect of our sport by rewarding those who ride the appropriate track at the correct pace.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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JP118 Sections/Classes Restricted to Junior1 Amateur or Young Riders 

JP118 Sections/Classes Restricted to Junior, Amateur o r Young Riders 

(new .3 and renumber) 3. Jumper classes held below .90m that are restricted to Junior and/or Amateurs, must 
not be scored under Table II, Sec , 1 (see JP 146.2) or Table Ill (see JP 148), Courses must not include 
combinations (see JP 127), 

JP119 Sections/Classes Restricted to Ponies 
1. Pony Jumper[ ... ) 

[ ... ) 

GR -General 

a. [ ... ) 
e. e. Pony Jumper classes held below .90m mustnotbescoredunckrTab/e II, Sec ,1 (see JP 

146.2/ or Table Ill (see JP 148/. Cours es must not include combinations (s ee JP 127/. In Pony 
Jumper sections to awid' over-empllasis on speed jump-offs, it is recommended tllat maM.gement 
w ite sections \\ith initial class(es) soored under Table IV (Optimum Time) o r as ~clear rounct" 
events (al entrants vJthout jumping or time faults remain equal); Final d ass(es) only to llave a 
jump-off against the dock to d etermine show championship. 

Sub-Chapter8-C Com petitions and Class Conditions and E i gibi ity 

GR821 Opportunity Classes 

1. [ . .. ) 

2. Opportunity Classes: 
a. [ ... ) 
g. Opportunity Classes for Hunter/Jumper/Equitation Divisions 

1. [ . .. ) 
3, All Opportunity classes and divisions must llave fences 2'~ or below Opportunity Jumper 

classes must not be scored under Table It, Sec.1 (See JP146.2/ or Table Ill (see JP148/. 
Courses must not include combinations (see JP127), 

4. [ . .. ) 



EN106.1     Tracking #140-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The Endurance Sport Committee is requesting to refer directly to the FEI Novice Qualifications rules within the FEI Rules to avoid any conflicts between the 
two sets of rules. There are some additional requirements USEF has set for athletes and horses seeking Novice Qualifications, those will continue to be 
included.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Endurance Nicole Zerbee

nzerbee@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER EN-1 ATHLETE 

EN 106 FEI Nov ice Qualifications 

1. Hoi:soc and ridoi:s i:r:u.1st eact:i successfi.1113/ coi:r:iplete (not nocessario/ as a GOR1bination) two noiiico i:idos 
of 4 0 7Q le.FR (in eno da;•) and ~♦ '8 noaiso riEJas of 60 1 OQ l<R=i. Of U:io foyr (4) raq1:1irod rides, at least two 
{2) n:1asl be con,pleled al Fede,alioA biceosed Con:1petil ioos aod AQ n:1oco 11:lao 1110 {2) of l~e coqaicod 
i:ides R1ay be Gon::ipleted at nen Fodoi:atien biconsed Competitions autt=u~r~od by tl::ie Fedei:ati9n. lho 
required 60 100 km riElos FRD,S be coFRpletoel o~t:ier as: 

a. \laco single day ei•ents, or 
b. one single day 8" 0Rt and one 1+11,1lti day 0" ont (for tl:le i=RYlti day O"ent, 4 0 50k1+1 1+11.ist be 
co1+1pleted per day for two coosec,,tiue days at tl:te sar:ne cornpet~ion) All q11aliticatioos rn,,st be 
r:r:iot no later than the definite enti:y deadline ~r tho horse's and~r i:ider's first Cel 1• as p1.,1bliel::ied 
in lf.:le FEI QotiRite Schedule for that E" eR~ iRcludiRg the MaRdatgry Out gt Cgmpotiti9R ~riQQ. 
All EEi registration and'or passport req,,irernents 0111st be completed prior to tbe s11b01ission ot 
tho RO'•ico qualiticati9RS. 

2. Hersos must moot tt.:io FEI ago roquiromoRts. Fer cempot~ieR purpesos, aRy t.:ierso is ceRsidorod tg be 
one year old on the first day ot I am ,a,y following the acb ,al data ot foaling 
3. A rider may participate iR aRy Fe! ERduraRce E-•oR l (subject t9 applicable qualiticati9R critoria} trgm the 
begiRRiRg gt the caloRdar year iR ,.,hict.:i tho:;, reach the age et 14. 
4 Res, ,Its tor novice q, ,alifications 011 ,st inch ,de a I oop or inteo,al time, final ride time, and placing 
5. Exompti9Rstrgm R9" ico qualificati9R roquiroi:RORts: tho Fodoraticm will request tho FEI l9 exempt a 
rider gr t.:ierso tmm tt.:io Roiiico qualiticatieRs URdor tho fc>llewiRg circumstaRcos: 

a. The h9rse may be graRted the exempti9R it: 
1. it is eight (8} years gr gldor at tho time gt tho request: 
2. iR the three {J} years prier to the request~ has successful!:;, cempleted a miRimum gf 
4 80 kn, iA con:1pel~iQAS Qlf e, dislaAC9S of 80 kn,, iocladiog alleasl QA9 con:1petil ioA of 
80km gr m9ro at tho ago gt eight (8} gr gldor: 
J. Tt.:io FEI MaRdatory Clut et CgmpotitieR f2oried is cemploted, it applicable. 

b. Tho rider will be graRted tho oxemptiQR gRly it they halfe SYCCosst....lly C9mploted a miRimum gf 

4 80 km iR c9mpotiti9RS over 80 km gr R1Qre iR tho throe years pri9r l9 tho re.quo&\: 
c. Results used for aR e~'8R1ptieR must iRcludo a fiRal ride time aRd placiRg. 

S. lO!hoR submittiRQ results tr.gm rides at RQR FodoratiQR biCORSOd Cgmpotiti9RS auth9ri2;od by tho 
Fodorati9R, riders must provide tho Fodorati9R with a G9mpletod Rop9rtiRg F9rm gr cgpy gt b9gb99k 

The FB Novice Qualifications process must be completed in accordance with the FB Endurance 
Rules with the below additions. 

1. Of the four (4) required rides, at least two (2) must be completed at Federation Ucensed 
Competitions and no more than two (2) of the required rides may be completed at non­
Federation Licensed Competitions authorized by the Federation. 

2. All qualifications must be met no later than the definite entry deadline for the horse's 
and/or rider's first CE/ 1• as published in the FB Definite Schedule for that Event, 
including the Mandatory Out of Competition Period. 

3. All FB registration and/or passport requirements must be completed prior to the 
submission of the novice qualifications. 

4. l'Wlen submitting results from rides at non-Federation Licensed Competitions authorized 
by the Federation, riders must provide the Federation with a completed Reporting Form or 
copy of Logbook. 



SB161.10     Tracking #141-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 10/26/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The fall of a horse/rider should be considered a major fault and should no longer be cause for elimination. Eliminated entries are ineligible to receive an award 
regardless of the number of competitors in a class. By updating the language in the chart, it will create consistency throughout the chapter. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

American Saddlebred Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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S8161 Classes Offered and Speci fica tions 

1. WESTERN COUNTRY PLEASURE. (Open, Amateur, Masters, Maiden, Novice, Limi~ Mares, Geldings, Junior Horse, 
OTR, Ladies, Gentlemen, Junior Exhibitor.Youth .) To be shown at a flat walk, jog- tro~ lope. To stand quietly and back 
readily. Only one hand may be used on reins and hands must not be changed except to negotiate an obstacle in a 
Trail Horse Class. The rider's hand is to be around reins. When end of spl~ reins fall on side of reining hand, one 
finger between reins is perm~ted. Wien using romal or when ends of split reins are held in hand not used for reining, 
no finger between reins is allowed. Rider may hold romal or end of spilt reins to keep them from swinging and to 
adjust the pos~ion of the reins provided it is held with at least 16' of rein between the hands. To be judged on 
manners, performance, quality and conformation. 

2. WESTERN COUNTRY PLEASURE WALK /JOG. For riders 12 years of age and under. Horses to be shown and 
judged in accordance w~h other 1/\kstern Country Pleasure classes with the exception that horses will not be asked to 
halt on the rail or back. Riders must never have been judged in a class at a licensed or non-licensed competition that 
required a canter or lope. Headers will be permitted in the lineup and will be called in by the announcer after the class 
has lined up and before they are judged. One attendant without whip will be permitted to head each horse during the 
lineup. 

3. WESTERN COUNTRY PLEASURE PROSPECT. Open only to horses competing during their first or second 
competition years as Western Country Pleasure horses, according to the records of ASH BA May be shown by a 
professional, amateur, or junior exhibitor. Hackamores and snaffle bits are permitted. To be shown at a flat walk, jog­
tro~ and lope. To stand quietly and back readily. Only one hand may be used on reins (two hands are permitted for 
Hackamores and snaffle bits) and hands must not be changed. The rider's hand is to be around reins. When end of 
split reins fall on side of reining hand, one finger between reins is permitted . When using romal or when ends of split 
reins are held in hand not used for reining, no finger between reins is allowed. Rider may hold romal or end of spilt 
reins to keep them from swinging and to adjust the position of the reins provided ~ is held w~h at least 16' of rein 
between the hands. To be judged on manners, performance, quality and conformation. 

4. WESTERN COUNTRY PLEASURE CHAMPIONSHIP (Open, Amateur, Masters, Junior Exhibitor, Youth). To be 
eligible, horse must have been entered, shown and judged in a designated qualifying class. To be shown at a flat 
walk, jog-trot and lope on a reasonably loose rein w~hout undue restraint (ridden with one hand on reins, refer to 
SB 161.1 and SB159). To stand quietly and back readily. To be judged on manners, performance, quality and 
conformation. 

5. WESTERN SHOW PLEASURE. Shown at a flat walk, jog-trot and lope and ridden with one hand on the reins. 
(See SB161.1 and SB159). Judged 75%on manners, performance, presence and quality; 25% on total 
conformation. 

6. SADDLE & SRI OLE'S SHATNER WESTERN PLEASURE CLASS. Please refer to the webs~e for "Saddle & Bridle' 
Magazine at www.saddleandbridle.com. 

7. SADDLE & BRIDLE'S WORKI NG WESTERN PLEASURE CLASS. Please refer to the website for "Saddle & Bridle' 
Magazine at www.saddleandbridle.com. 

8. WESTERN TRAIL. Shown over and through a minimum of five obstacles and at a flat walk, jog-trot and lope on a 
reasonably loose rein w~hout undue restraint Only one hand may be used on reins and hands must not be 
changed except to negotiate an obstacle in a Trial Horse Class (two hands are permitted for Hackamores and 
snaffle bits.)Judged 75% on manners, performance, presence and qualfy; 25% on total conformation. 

9. WESTERN PAIRS. Shown at a flat walk, jog-trot and lope (ridden w~h one hand on reins, refer to SB161.1 and 
SB 159). Judged 75% on manners, performance, presence, quality and conformation; 25% on uniformity and neatness 
of attire. 

10. VERSATILITY. Shown with Western Equipment at a flat walk, jog-trot and lope both ways of the ring. Then shown 
with English Equipment at a flat walk, tro~ extended trot and canter both ways of the ring. Change of equipment for 
both horse and rider to be made in the ring. Each phase of the competition to count 50%. Prize list to specify whether 
riders must be the same in both phases of the class. 
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GOOD I\IINOR FAULTS MAJOR FAULTS ELII\IINATION 

Ground covering Slow 
WALK Flat footed Disinterested 

Neivous 

Good aMude Not attentive Jogging not walking 

Easy riding Free Not performing a two-beat jog 

JOG 
action Consisten Too slow Failing to jog both front and 

Stead Too fast back 
Hard or rough riding 

Easy riding 
Wrong lead 

Pulling 
LOPE 

Good motion Too slow 
Not performing a three-beat 

Consistent Too fast 

Steady 
lope 

Hard or rough riding 

Proper flexion 
Throwing head 

BACK Readily responsive 
Hesitant Gaping mouth 

Back in straight line 
Not backing straight Pulling, not backing 

Rearing 

Over or under flexion 
Two hands on reins 

Smooth Sour ears 
Throwing head (exception: snafflelhackamore horses) 

Steady Switching tail 
Bad mouth Fingers between closed reins 

Easy riding Inconsistent speed 
Consistent bumping of the bit More than one finger between split reins 

GENERAL Proper flexion and balance Out of balance 
Gaping mouth Illegal equipment 

Good aMude Poll too high or too low to 
Bleeding mouth Riding with whip 

Reasonably loose rein without throw horse out of balance 
Kicking (except sidesaddle) 

undue restraint Improper or incomplete 
Consistent breaking of ga~s Lameness 

Obvious schooling Fall Qf l::i9i:s0 or rider 
appointments 

Fall of horse or rider Cueing horse in front of cinch 

HALT Standing quietly 
Fidgeting 

No halt 
Moving slightly 



SB 161.10 | Tracking #141-23 Page 105 of 316Wednesday, June 19, 2024 9:35 AM



MO145.2     Tracking #142-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 11/22/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To change the jogging for soundness rule in the Working Hunter section to be in line with the Hunter chapter. This would allow for the jogging for soundness 
to be done two different ways and the decision would be made by the competition management.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Morgan Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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M0145 General 

1. Open to Morgan stallions, mares and geldings. Stallions are prohib~ed in Ladies and Junior Exhibitor 
classes. Morgan Working Hunters may be any size. 
2. Morgan Working Hunters are to be judged on an even hunting pace, manners, smooth and calm 
jumping style, and the ability to accommodate hunting type cond~ions. Manners are especially 
emphasized in Amateur, Jr. Exhibitor, and Ladies classes. Horses must be seiviceably sound and all 
horses being considered for an award over obstacles must be jogged for soundness o~III lllo ,ido, 
llismo11Rloll. See HU118 for methods of jogging for soundness. 
3. Morgan Working Hunter horses should sland with all four legs perpendicular lo the ground in the line­
up. 
4. Horses may be asked to back. 
5. In order to be eligible to accrue points for the Horse of the Year awards program, classes entered must 
be conducted as set forth in Subchapter MO-10 Morgan Working Hunter. 



AR165.1     Tracking #143-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 11/22/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

This proposal seeks to change the word shown to compete a course. Competed and completed are defined in HU119 and HU120, whereas there is no 
definition of shown. This provides clarity as shown can be subjective and have several interpretations. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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AR165 Sections and Championships 

1. A Section is define<! as a minimum of two classes over fences and an under saddle. 
a. The over fence classes may be Working Hunter, Handy Hunter or Working Hunter 

Stake. A Section can be expande<l to include three over fence classes at the shows 
discretion. 

b. HQi:tes ai:e QRly pei:i=Ritted to show iR the under saddle class if tl::ie:y l::ia" o shown in at 
least one g1or fonces class in that sestion. To be eligible to compete in the under 
sadcRe section of a division, a horse must have completed an over fence class in 
the same section. Refer to HU120 for the definition of completed. 

2. No competition shall offer a Working Hunter Section Championship unless a minimum of three 
classes are offere<l, one of which must be an under saddle class and the other two or three 
over fences. The over fence classes will be considere<l V\brking Hunter classes unless 
deeme<l otheiwise. Show Management or the course designer may deem one over fence class 
a Handy Hunter when courses are posted . Show Management may, prior to the 
commencement of the competition, if three over fence classes are offere<l may deem one of 
the Working Hunter classes as a Working Hunter Slake class. V\brking Hunter Section 
champions are calculated in accordance with HU Subchapter HU-11 Championships, except 
there is no minimum number of entries require<! . 

3. M. all Competitions, where horses are shown in 3 classes in the same section, riders may not 
be different from class to class. Exception, if a rider has more than one horse entere<l in the 
class, they may appoint another rider to ride their other entries in the under saddle class, 
provided at least one horse is ridden by the Amateur Owner or an amateur member of the 
owner's family, the additional horse or horses entere<l may be ridden by another unrelate<l 
amateur, or l a rider becomes ill and is unable to continue another rider w~h the approval of 
the show steward may compete in the remaining classes. The alternate/substitute rider must 
be eligible to compete in the class, where riders are restricted for eligibility. 

4. Hunters will receive points in each class toward a Show Championship as follows: 1st -10, 
2nd-6, 3rd -4, 4th- 2, 5th - 1, 6th - v~ Hunters will receive points in each class toward a 
Regional or National Championship as follows: 1st - 20, 2nd - 16, 3rd - 14, 4th - 12, 5th - 10, 
6th - 8, 7th - 6, 8th - 5, 9th - 4, 10th - 3. 

5. The prize list must designate all full point classes counting toward a Championship in each section. 
6. The Champion and Reseiv e Champion titles shall be awarde<l to two of the four horses which 

have acquire<! the most points, performing over a regulation Hunter course with fences at the 
require<! height in the section. In addition to these points, only these four horses shall receive 
points for ribbons won in an under saddle class. 



AL110.2     Tracking #144-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Remove the use of verbiage regarding genders. Classes restricted to genders are not currently being used within the Andalusian/Lusitano breed group. Clarify 
that Andalusian/Lusitano traditional attire is not restricted to gender.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Andalusian/Lusitano Committee Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER AL-3 PERFORI\IIANCE CLASSES 

ALll O General 

UNLESS STATED OTHERWISE, IN ALL CLASSES WHERE HORSES COl.v!PETE 
COLLECTIVELY: 

I . Exhibitors shal l enter at a trot in a counterclod,·wise direction. All horses shal l be worked at 
all gaits both ways of the ring. 

2_ l..ad i@c and G@etlem@a clasc@s ar@ £@6f i:iGt@d WI :."-.mat@•Jrrid@i:c and di:iv@i:c only_ 

2. ~ Judges are required to consider the perforniance of each gait equally in adjudicating each 
class. 

3. 4-. In the lineup, horses must stand quietly and may be asked to back individual ly or as a 
group. 

4. ~ Light contact with the rei ns must be maintained at all gaits. 

5. &, Martingales and tie downs are prohibi ted 

6. ;J., Bandages and boots of any type are prohibited. 

7. Sc Junior horses may be shown in a snaffle (or a bosal in Western Pleasure); once shown in a 
curb type bit, they may not be shown back in a snaffl e (bosal). 

8. 9-e Spurs, whips, or crops are optional . 

9. -l-0,, Excessive speed at any gait must be penalized. 

10. ~ Protective headgear may be worn ,,~thout penalty (See GR801 .4). 

11. ~ Non-Regional and Non-National Chanipionship classes for under saddle classes may be 
held at the discretion of show management, but will not receive Federation HOTY Points. 

12. -1-J.e T here will beno cross entries allowed between the followi ng sections at any IALHA 
sanctioned competition. This does not include equitation classes . 

a. Fornial Driving/Fornial Saddle 

b. Show Pleasure Driving/English Pleasure Saddle Seat 

c. Country Pleasure Driving/Country English Pleasure 

d . Pleasure Driving/English Pleasure Hunt Seat. 

13. -l4e RANGE OF TROT FOR ENGLISH AND DRIVING HORSES. Range of motion varies 
for the different English and Driving classes. This section is intended to show the relationships 
between motions in these cl asses. This description is NOT intended to set a literal standard. 
Motion is just one part of a horse's perforniance, which includes many other components of 
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evaluation. Motion involves proper balance between the front and the rear end. Significant rear­
end engagement and impulsion are equally important parts of a horse's overall motion. 
Regardless of the height of the trot, a horse should show a rhythmic, cadenced gait with adequate 
suspension and freedom ofmoven1ent, versus a tight, "trappy" movement. T he follo\\4ng 
diagran1 shows the relative levels of motion for the various classes: 

SUBCHAPTER AL-5 ENGLISH PLEASURE-FORMAL SADDLE HORSE 

AL118 English Pleasure Fom1al Saddle Horse Class Specifications 

2. In AMATEUR., AMATEUR OWl\'ER., l.AD!eiii, Gel>J:I'LeHel>' and JUNIOR EXHIBITOR 
classes, horses will be judged on brilliant perfom1ance, manners, type, qual ity, and suitabil ity of 
horse to rider. To be shown at the animated walk, the animated trot and canter 

SUBCHAPTER AL-6 ENGLISH PLEASURE-SADDLE SEAT HORSE 

ALl 22 English Pleasure - Saddle Seat Class Specifications 

2. In AMATEUR., Atv!ATEUR OWl\'ER., l.AD!eiii, Gel>meHel>' AND JUl\1IOR EXHIBITOR 
classes, horses will be judged on manners, perfom1ance, quality, attitude and suitabili ty of horse 
to rider. To be shown at the walk, nom1al trot and canter. 

SUBCHAPTER AL- 7 ENGLISH PLEASURE COUl\'TRY 

ALI 26 English Pleasure Cotmtry Class Specifications 

2. AMATEUR., l.ADIBS, GeNI'l.eMel>f _'\ND JUNIOR EXHIBITOR classes are to be judged 
on attitude, marmers, perfom1ance, type, quality and suitabili ty of horse to rider. To be shown at 
the walk, normal trot, and canter. 

SUBCHAPTER AL-8 ENGLISH PLEASURE-HUNT SEAT 

ALI 30 English Pleasure - Htmt Seat Class Specifications 

2. In AMATEUR., Atv!ATEUR OWl\'ER., l.AilleS, Gel>ITLel.>,~l>' and JUNIOR EXHIBITOR 
classes, horses will be judged on manners, perfom1ance, type, qual ity and suitability of horse to 
rider. To be shown at the walk, trot, canter and hand gallop. 
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SUBCHAPTER AL-1 4 ENGLISH SHOW HACK 

ALI 53 English Show Hack Class Specifications 

2. AMATEUR, Atv1ATEUR OWl\'ER, l.ADIES, GEm:l.EME:W, :\ND JUNIOR EXHIBITOR 
classes to be judged on manners, perfom1ance, type, quality and suitability of horse to rider. 

SUBCHAPTER AL- 15 WESTERN PLEASURE 

ALl57 Western Pleasur e Class Specifications 

2. In AMATEUR, Atv!ATEUR OWl\'ER, l. :\DIES, GEm:l.EME:t>1 and JUNIOR EXHIBITOR 
classes, horses will be judged on manners, perfom1ance, type, quality and attitude. To be shown 
at the walk, jog-trot and lope. 

SUBCHAPTER AL-22 SHOW PLEASURE DRIVING 

ALI 82 Show Pleasure Driving Class Speci fications 

2. AMATEUR, AMATEUR OWl\'ER, l. :\DIES, GEm:l.EME:t>' and JUl\1IOR EXHIBITOR 
classes are to be judged on manners, perfom1ance, type, quality and confom1ation. To be sho\\n 
at the walk, nom1al trot and strong trot. 

SUBCHAPTER AL-23 COUNTRY PLEASURE DRIVING 

ALI 86 Country Pleasure Driving Cl ass Specifications 

2. Atv!ATEUR., Atv1ATEUR OWl\'ER, l..:\DIES, GEm:l.EME:W and JUl\1IOR EXHIBITOR 
classes are to be judged on manners, perfom1ance, type, attitude, quality and confom1ation. To 
be shown at the walk, nom1al trot and strong trot 

SUBCHAPTER AL-24 PLEASURE DRIVING 

ALI 90 Pleasure Driving Class Specifications 

2. AMATEUR, AMATEUR OWl\'ER, l..:\DIES, GEm:l.EME:W and JUl\1IOR EXHIBITOR 
classes are to be judged on manners, perfom1ance, type, quality and attitude. To be shown at the 
walk, nom1al trot and strong trot. 
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SUBCHAPTER AL-26 ANDALUSIAN/LUSITANO TRADITIONAL (CONTEMPORARY) 
TACK AND ATTIRE 

ALI 93 Attire 

1. For the entirety of this section, male or female attire is appropriate for any competitor. 
2. ~ Spanish 

3. ~ Portuguese 



AL110.13     Tracking #145-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Remove the rule prohibiting cross-entry in order to allow for increased participation.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Andalusian/Lusitano Committee Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER AL-3 PERFORI\IIANCE CLASSES 

ALll O General 

UNLESS STATED OTHERWISE, IN ALL CLASSES WHERE HORSES COl.v!PETE 
COLLECTIVELY: 

13. 'tb.,n:@ mill b@ no ,wcs eab=ies allowed betwem tae following sec;;t-ioas at a.a~· L'\Ll:l..1 
caart-ioa@d oomp@f.it-ioa. Thie do@€ not iarlud@ @q11itafi9a class~;_ 

a. FoRaal Di:iv-iagtF01mal Saddle 

9. Show R@ac,M@ Di:ivin~aglich Pl@ac,M@ Sad di@ Seat 

e. Geaah=y Pleasure DfiviagtGel:lAff}' Eaglish Pleasa.ue 

13.-1-4-e RANGE OF TROT FOR ENGLISH AND DRIVING HORSES. Range of motion varies 
for the di fferent English and Driving classes. This section is intended to show the relationships 
between motions in these cl asses. TI1is description is NOT intended to set a literal standard. 
Motion is j ust one part of a horse's perfom1ance, whi cit includes many other components of 
evaluation. Motion involves proper balance between the front and the rear end. Significant rear­
end engagement and impulsion are equally important parts of a horse's overall motion. 
Regardless of the height of the trot, a horse should show a rhythmic, cadenced gait with adequate 
suspension and freedom ofmoven1ent, versus a tight, "trappy" movement. The follo,,ing 
diagran1 shows the relati ve levels o f motion for the various classes: 

SUBCHAPTER AL-20 DRIVING 

ALI 74 General 

UNLESS STATED OTHERWISE, IN ALL CLASSES WHERE HORSES COl.v!PETE 
COLLECTIVELY: 

1~. 'tb.ci:@ mill be no ,wee eab=ies allowed betwem tG@ following sec;;t-ioas at aa~· L'\Ll:l..1 
saa61ioa@d oomp@li lioas: 

8. Gouatty Pleasl:lfe Dfi1;iagtGouatty Eaglish. Pleasl:lfe 
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12. -1-4-eDrivers shottld dress conservatively accordi ng to the style of the present day. Period 
costumes are discouraged . Dress for the driver must confomi to the tu rnout . 



AL239.2     Tracking #146-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Adopting the rules and verbiage from the Friesian Chapter for Sport Horse In Hand Tack-Bridles/Headstalls. This will allow all horses to show in a suitable 
headstall while keeping the requirement of horses under 2 years old not having the option to show in a bridle. This change will allow exhibitors with horses 
over the age of 2, the choice to show in a bridle or suitable headstall.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Andalusian/Lusitano Committee Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBC HAPTER AL-42 SPORT HORSE 

AL239 Sport Horse In-Hand Appointments 

( ... ) 

2. Tack 

6ridles are 1+1aodatory or horses three years and older A bridle shall be a dressage ~1pe snaffle bridle 
or t::11.ioter typo snaffle bridle. Snaffle i=Ray be wilf::I or wi1Ro1o1t st.:iooks, keepei:s allowed. I Ice of a 
oosebrmd is optiooal b1.1t if 1.1sed, ~ i=Rt.1sl be a G3"06&9R, flast::i. figure a. i:r::ieKiGao. di:gpped, or ci:osteot 

st,;le oosebaod A split or single lead made ot either leather or chain '°r a combination o£ botb) may be 
used, allas~ed l~roug~ bQtl, sides Qf 11:ie bi~ 1o<il~(Qr ioslead Qf reios. HQrses aged l11Q years roay be 
sl.:i9wo io a bi:idlo (as listed abB'• e}, gr a plaio loather stable t.:ialtor_ Hoi:ses 1:,1oder ago twe yoai:s 1+11:,1st 
be showo io a plaio leather stable halter Competitors with ooo cootorrniog appointrneo ts will be 
elii:riinated fr.gi:r:i jYd9io9 soosidoratioo. 

a. All horses 2 yea,s of age and over may be sh04/l/n in a suitable headstall with a throatlatch 
or a bridle appropriate to the discipline they are competing in at the discretion of the 
handler. 

b. All horses under 2 yea,s of age must be shown in a suitable headstall with a throatlatch. 
The use of a bricRe is prohibited. 

c. A split or single chain lead may be used instead of a rein or in addition to reins; however, 
a lead shank is required if reins are placed over the horse's neck and the handler must 
hold the shank. 

d. Gag and twisted bits of any type are prohibited. 



AL103.1     Tracking #147-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To clarify that the Sport Horse In-Hand division is classified as a performance class, therefore, pads are permitted in accordance with the pad rules in the AL 
chapter. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Andalusian/Lusitano Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER AL- I GENERAL QUALIFICATIONS 

ALI 03 Shoeing 

1. In under saddle or driving performance classes, the use of a single therapeutic pad per hoof with a 
maximum thickness of 1/8' is allowed as long as the overall length of the toe measurement (see 
GR510) does not exceed the maximum toe length of s·. Acceptable pads of 1/8' thickness include full 
pads and rim pads. We<lge pads may be no greater than 1/4' thick at ~s maximum thickness. Full 
pads must be made of plastic or leather. The introduction of a foreign material within the pad, 
between the pad and shoe, or between the pad and hoof designed to add additional weight or 
enhance action is slricdy prohibited . Material w~h anticoncussive qual~ies such as rubber, oakum, 
pine tar, silicone, foam rubber, la tex, etc. may be used between the pad and hoof for additional 
support. Pads are not permitted in halter classes or best movement classes. (Exception: See Sport 
Horse In-Hand AL239) 

SUBCHAPTER AL-42 SPORT HORSE 

AL239 Sport Horse In-Hand Appointments 

1. Both Dressage-type and Hunter-type appoinlrnenls (tack and attire) are permitted in both Dressage­
type and Hunter-type In-Hand classes. Competitors with non-conforming appointments will be 
eliminated from judging consideration. Pads are permffted in Sport Horse In-Hand, refer to 
AL103.3 for pads. 



AL233.1     Tracking #148-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Removing the qualifications for Dressage Championships. Currently, there are not large enough entry numbers to require qualification measures. The 
Andalusian/Lusitano group is seeking to grow engagement in this division and removing the qualification requirements will generate more interest and 
eliminate the barriers.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Andalusian/Lusitano Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER AL-41 DRESSAGE ANDALUSIAN/LUSITANO 

AL233 Championships 

1. Q1:1all i&atioR: Horce.trider com9iRationc FRblct cempete at a US~FJUSQF recognieed dressage 
coi:r:ipetilion during tf.:le cyi:rent coi:r::ipelition yeai:, and t::ia"e i:oco~1 ed a i=RinirRYFR scoi:e ac dotei:rRined b,r 
tt::io lnlornational .Asutah.1sian.lb1.1sitano Horse AssoGiation and p1.1blist.:ied in lf.:le priee list in any &est at U-10 
championship level offered 

1. a. Dressage classes will be conducle<l in a 20 x 60 meter arena. On the day of the dressage 
championships, the arena will be open for hand walking only around the perimeter. 

2. be During championship competition, another rider may ride the horse on the showgrounds or 
compete in other performance championship classes, but only the qualified horse/rider 
combination may compete in the dressage championship class. 

3. Ge Whips may not be carried in championship tests except by competitors riding side saddle. 

4. d. All championship tests must be ridden from memory. 

5. &. In the event of a tie (equality of lotal points) the collectwe marks will determine firs~ second 
and/or third places. If collectw e marks are equal, the tests will be returned to the judge for placing 
resolution. 

6. f., Hors de Concours entries are not permitle<l . 

7. g,, A horse must obtain 50% or better lo be named Champion. 



SP129.3     Tracking #149-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Foundation classes are offered at Shetland competitions outside the USEF environment and are successful. The Shetland committee believes that the 
addition of more foundation classes will help persuade competition managers to host Shetland classes at their competitions. Foundation classes offer 
competitors the ability to compete in classes that are focused on the breed’s heritage and baseline breeding.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Shetland Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER SP-8 CLASSIC SHETLAND HALTER 

SP129 Class Specifications 

( .. . ) 

3. FOUNDATION. The Foundation class entry is an animal on which the foundation of the breed has been 
founded . The entry should be more conseivative in type than an entry in Open Classic classes and 
should exhib~ slightly more bone and subslance. The Foundation entry will be required lo provide show 
management with proof of pedigree verlication from ASPC (Registration certificate must include 
Foundation certlication). Entry will be asked to work on a line at a walk and trot To be judged 60% on 
conformation and breed type; 40% on performance, quality and manners. Cross entry inlo Open Classic 
Halter classes is not permitted . Exception: Classic performance, youth, color, and group halter classes if 
no foundation classes are offered . 

a. FOUNDATION HALTER CLASSES. Entry will be asked to work on a line at a walk and trot. 
To be judged 60% on conformation and breed type; 40% on performance, quality, and 
manners. Cross entry into Modern or Classic classes is not permffted. Exception: Classic 
performance, youth, color, and group halter classes if no foundation classes are offered. 

SUBCHAPTER SP-9 CLASSIC SHETLAND PERFORMANCE CLASSES 

SP132 Classic Co untry Pleasure Driving 

1. Class Specifications. 

( .. . ) 

e. FOUNDATION COUNTRY PLEASURE DRI\ANG. The Foundation class entry is an animal 
on which the foundation of the breed has been founded. The entry should be more 
conservative in type than an entry in Classic classes and should exhibit slightly more 
bone and substance. The Foundation entry will be required to provide show management 
with proof of pedigree verification from ASPC (Registration certificate must include 
Foundation certification). Entry will be asked to work on the rail at a walk, country 
pleasure trot, extended trot, stand quietly and back readily in the lineup. To be judged 60% 
on conformation and breed type; 40% on performance, quality, and manners. Cross entry 
into Classic or Modern, or Foundation Pleasure or Foundation ~stern Country classes at 
the same show is not permffted. 

f. FOUNDATION WESTERN COUNTRY PLEASURE DRIVING. The Foundation class entry is 
an animal on which the foundation of the breed has been founded. The entry should be 
more conservative in type than an entry in Open Classic classes and should exhibit 
slightly more bone and substance. The Foundation entry will be required to pr<Nide show 
management with proof of pedigree verification from ASPC (Registration certificate must 
include Foundation certification). Entry will be asked to work on the rail at a walk, country 
pleasure trot, extended trot, stand quietly and back readily in the lineup. To be judged 60% 
on conformation and breed type; 40% on performance, quality, and manners. Head 
ca"iage should be no more than 3" above or below the withers and the stride should be 
long sweeping motion from the shoulder. Cross entering into Classic or Modern, or 
Foundation Pleasure or Country Pleasure is not permitted. 
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SUBCHAPTER SP-9 CLASSIC SHETLAND PERFORMANCE CLASSES 

SP146 Foundation Pleasure Classes 

2. The Foundation class entry is an animal on which the foundation of the breed has been 
founded. The entry should be more conservative in type than an entry in Classic classes and 
should exhibit slightly more bone and substance. The Foundation entry will be required to 
provide show management with proof of pedigree verification from ASPC (Registration 
certificate must include Foundation certification). 

3. Class Specifications: Entry will be asked to worl< on the rail at a walk, pleasure trot, extended 
trot, stand quietly and back readily in the lineup. To be judged 60% on conformation and breed 
type; 40% on performance, quality, and manne,s. Ponies trot slightly more collected than a 
country ho,se. Breaking level or above level to be penalized. 

4. Cross entry into Modern and Classic classes is not permitted. 



WS104.2     Tracking #150-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Chinks and chaps are closely related as Western attire and chinks are often included alongside chaps in many of the USEF breed chapters as options for 
attire in Western based classes. The Western committee recognizes the rise in popularity of chinks within the Western division, specifically in Ranch classes, 
and would like to add them alongside chaps to the personal appointments section of the WS chapter.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Committee Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER WS-1 GENERAL 

WS104 Personal Appointments 

( .. . ) 

2. Riders must wear a Western hat long-sleeved shirt any type of collar, (exhibitors in National Show 
Horse, and Saddlebred divisions must wear a necktie, kerchief or bolo tie) trousers or pants and boots; (a 
one-piece long-sleeved equitation suit is acceptable provided it includes any type of collar). Chaps, 
shotgun chaps, chinks, and spurs are optional unless riders are showing in trail or pleasure class (riders 
showing at an Arabian, Half Arabian, Morgan or National Show Horse competition must wear chaps). A 
ves~ jacke~ coat and/or sweater may also be worn . Whips are not allowed except with side saddle. (See 
GR 13102 Dispensations). Protective headgear may be worn without penalty; not required to be of 
Western style. Refer to GR801. 



WS138.3     Tracking #151-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The Western Committee would like to remove the definition of a simple lead change with a count on steps, as they do not feel the step count is necessary and 
would like to allow for more lenience and best judgement on the execution of a flying or simple lead change.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Committee Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER WS-6 RANCH SECTION 

WS138 General Rules 

( .. . ) 

3. Class definitions 

( .. . ) 

f. Green Exhibitor: Open to any exhibitor who has not trained a ranch horse for remuneration, has 
not won a V\brld, Reseive World, Grand National or Reserve Grand National title in a ranch class. 
The exhibitor does not have to own the horse being shown. The horse may be shown multiple 
times with different exhibitors but is limited to being shown 3 times per class. An exhib~or may 
show either one or two handed with any permissible bit but may not switch back and forth upon 
entering the arena. Entry may execute either a flying lead change or a simple lead change. A 
simple lead cl=laRge is dotiRed as a break to a t~ t ter 9Re stride (2 stops will-1 fa:ent feet). The 
intent is to have an introductory class for new ranch exhibitors. Classes may be subdivided by 
age of exhibitor slatus (Open/Amateur/Non-Pro) if desired by Show Managemenl 



WD104.5     Tracking #152-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The committee is updating the description of the Free Jog gait for better understanding and definition.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Dressage Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER V\,0-2 GAITS 

WD104 The Jog 

5. The following jogs are recognize<! : Collecte<l jog, Working jog, Lengthening of Strides, and Free Jog. 

( ... ) 

d. Free Jog. This is a pace Q/ <Rode,ate len9t~enin9 Q/ st,ide and fra"'9 CQ<Rpai:ed fQ 11:ie ioo,kin9 jQS that 
confirms a relaxed, supple topline to faciUtate freedom and throughness. Without hurrying, the 
horse goe.s jogs forward in a two•beat gait witb a moderate leogtbeoiog ot stride and frame while 
stretching dowrtNard and forward over the back showing a willingness to reach towanis a soft 
elastic connection. Tt.:ie t.:iei:se st.:ie1.1ld stretch fQpuaj:g and down Qlior the top lire wilf.:I rela~tieo 
maintaining b8alance, bend, tempo, and regularity o£ tl:te jog on a loose i:ein should be maintained as 
the horse shows increased swing through the back. There should be a smooth willing retake of the 
reins in transition lo the working jog. The free jog may be ridden posting or s~ting. 



WD121.2     Tracking #153-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Previously, SealTex was the go-to brand of bit wrap for most exhibitors, but SealTex is no longer an available product, so the Western Dressage Committee is
updating the verbiage to define what is acceptable for bit wrap and examples of those materials that are unacceptable.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Dressage Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

WD 121.2 | Tracking #153-23 Page 133 of 316Wednesday, June 19, 2024 9:35 AM



WD 121.2 | Tracking #153-23 Page 134 of 316Wednesday, June 19, 2024 9:35 AM

SUBCHAPTER \Ml-5 APPOINTMENTS 

WD121 Tack 

( .. . ) 

2. Snaffle Bit 

( .. . ) 

d. A standard snaffle is a conventional O-Ring, Egg Butt, Full Cheek (keepers option a I) or D-Ring, all 
with rings having an outside diameter no smaller than 2 inches (50.8 mm), nor larger than 4 inches 
(1 01.6 mm). The inside of the circumference of the ring must be free of rein, curb or headstall 
attachments that would provide leverage. 

( .. . ) 

1. Bars: Bars of the mouthpiece must be round, oval or egg shaped, smooth and unwrapped, 
except with lal&l! smooth, non-abrasive, self-fusing bit wrap; and no less than 5/1 6 inch 
(7.9 mm) lo¾ inch (19.05 mm) in diameter measured one inch (25 mm) from the cheek and 
may be inlaid, if smooth . 
a. Electrical tape, duct tape, medical tape, etc. is not self-fusing, therefore, not 

allowed. 

3. Curb Bit: There is no discrimination against any standard 1/\kstern bit 

a. A standard Western b~ is defined as having a shank with a maximum length overall of 8 1/2" 
(215.9 mm). The mouthpiece will consist of a metal bar 5/1 6" (7.9 mm) lo 3/4' 19.05 mm) in 
diameter as measured one inch in from the shank. The bars may be inlaid but must be smooth or 
lat&l< wrapped with smooth, no~abrasive, self-fusing bit wrap. Bectrical tape, duct tape, 
medical tape, etc. is not self-fusing, therefore, not al/ovved. (The bars may be encased in 
smooth 5/1 6" (7.9 mm) to 3/4" (1 9.05 mm) in diameter tubular barrels that rotate around the bars). 
Nothing may protrude above or below the mouthpiece (bar) such as extensions, prongs or rivets 
designed to intimidate the horse. Rollers attached to the center of the bit are acceptable, and may 
extend below the bar. Jointed mouthpieces are acceptable and may consist of two or three pieces 
and may have one or two joints. A three-piece mouthpiece may include a connecting ring of 1 ¼ 
inch (31.75 mm) or less in diameter or a connecting flat bar of 3/8 to¾ inch (9.5mm - 19.05 mm) 
measured top to bottom with a maximum length of 2• (50 mm), which lies flat in the mouth, or a 
roller or port as described herein. The port must be no higher than 3 ½ inches (88.9 mm) 
maximum with roller(s) and covers acceptable. Jointed mouthpieces, half-breeds and spade b~s 
are standard. Wire on the braces (above the bars and attaching lo the spade) of a traditional 
spade b~ is acceptable. 



WD128.1     Tracking #155-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Moving “Blatant disobedience including bucking, rearing, striking, kicking” to an Elimination penalty rather than on the fault list for Western Dressage Seat 
Equitation on the Rail, Western Dressage Seat Horsemanship, and Western Dressage Seat Combined Equitation. For Western Dressage tests, blatant 
disobedience is an elimination and there is a feeling that this should be consistent throughout the classes offered.

Reasoning: Equitation and Horsemanship classes are primarily filled with a higher percentage of older beginners, amateurs, and juniors, who want their 
equitation assessed.  This suggested change would be more consistent, and safety minded, to have this listed as a clear elimination.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Dressage Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

WD 128.1 | Tracking #155-23 Page 135 of 316Wednesday, June 19, 2024 9:35 AM



WD 128.1 | Tracking #155-23 Page 136 of 316Wednesday, June 19, 2024 9:35 AM

SUBCHAPTER IMJ-7 COMPETITION REQUIREMENTS 

WD128 Elimination 

1. Horse and rider combinations shall be eliminated from the competition for •a, f and i" below; horse 
and rider combination shall be eliminated from the current or next class depending on which is closest 
to the time the incident occurred for all others, under the following circumstances: 
( .. . ) 
b. Blatant disobedience (bucking, rearing, striking, etc.) while riding a-t&st in any class. 

SUBCHAPTER \/IAJ-12 WESTERN DRESSAGE SEAT EQUITATION 

WD144 V\estern Dressage Seat Equitation on the Rail Class Specifications 

( ... ) 
5. Scoring: 

( .. . ) 
b. Faults include: 

10 6Iatant disobedience iocb,diog kicking, b11ckiog or i:eariog 
c. Eliminations include: 

1. Misrepresentation of entry or inappropriate entry 
2. Failure to display correct number 
3. Cruelty including excessive spurring or schooling 
4. Fall of horse or rider 
5. Prohibited equipment 
6. Prohibited use of hands on reins per WD121 
7. Horse's tongue tied down 
8. Unauthorized assistance 
9. All four hooves leave arena 
10. Ev idence of blood on horse 
11. Lameness 
12. Concern for the safety of rider, other participants, or their horses 
13. Blatant disobedience (bucking, rearing, striking, etc.) 

WD145 V\estern Dressage Seat Horsemanship Class Specifications 

( .. . ) 
5. Scoring: 

( .. . ) 
c. Faults include: 

(. .. ) 
11. eiataot disobedienGe including kicking. bucking or i:-earing 

d. Eliminations include: 
1. Off course (impossible to discern whether the entry is using the correct pattern) 
2. Misrepresentation of entry or inappropriate entry 
3. Failure to display correct number 
4. Cruelty including excessive spurring or schooling 
5. Fall of horse or rider 
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6. Prohibite<l equipment 
7. Prohibite<l use of hands on reins per WD121 
8. Horse's tongue tie<! down 
9. Unauthorize<l assistance 
10. All four hooves leave arena 
11. Ev idence of blood on horse 
12. Lameness 
13. Concern for the safety of rider, other participants or their horses. 
14. Blatant disobedience (bucking, rearing, striking, etc.) 

WD146 V\estern Dressage Seat Combine<! Equitation 

( ... ) 
6. Scoring: The rail work is to count 50% and the pattern 50%. 

( .. . ) 
c. Faults include: 

( .. . ) 
11. EllataRt disobedioRce including kicking. bucking Qr i:earing 

d. Eliminations include: 
1. Off course (impossible to discern whether the entry is using the correct pattern) 
2. Misrepresentation of entry or inappropriate entry 
3. Failure to display correct number 
4. Cruelty including excessive spurring or schooling 
5. Fall of horse or rider 
6. Prohibite<l equipment 
7. Prohibite<l use of hands on reins per WD121 
8. Horse's tongue tie<! down 
9. Unauthorize<l assistance 
10. All four hooves leave arena 
11. Ev idence of blood on horse 
12. Lameness 
13. Concern for the safety of rider, other participants or their horses 
14. Blatant disobedience (bucking, rearing, striking, etc.) 



WD136.5     Tracking #156-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Western Dressage Suitability Walk-Jog classes are currently being hosted and are gaining in popularity but specifications for a Walk-Jog suitability are not 
included in the current rules therefore the classes do not count for USEF HOTY points. The committee is proposing to add class specifications for a walk-jog 
suitability class which once approved, would begin gaining points toward the various WD suitability HOTY awards (Open, Junior, Amateur) when Open to all 
breed Walk-Jog WD Suitability classes are held.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Dressage Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER V\O -10 WESTERN DRESSAGE SUITABILITY 

WD136 Class Specifications. 

1. Horses lo enter at a working jog, in a counter clockwise direction. Horse must perform all ga~s both 
ways of the ring. Gaits shall be the working walk, working jog, and working lope. Free walk on a loose rein 
with horse stretching foiward and down to be performed in at least one direction. Transitions into and out 
of the lope will be called for through the working jog. Horses will be asked to reverse direction at the 
working jog or working walk at the judge's discretion. Jog work may be ridden sitting or posting. In the 
lineup, horses must stand quietly and may be asked to back individually or as a group. 

2. To be judged: 70% on performance of gaits and transition, with attention to impulsion and submission, 
and using the objectives above as reference; and, 30% on the rider's position, seat, and effective use of 
aids. 

3. Classes may be divided for Open, Amateur, Junior Exhibitor, Stallions, Geldings and Mares. If classes 
are divided, a Championship class is recommended. A separate Junior Exhibitor Championship class 
may be offered . 

4. M. a breed restricted or multi-breed competition, a judge licensed in that breed(s) is eligible lo officiate 
this class. 

5. Walk-Jog Suitability may be offered with the same specifications, with the exception that the 
worl<ing lope must not be called for. 

6. Horses participating in Walk Jog Suitability are prohibited from competing in Wilk-jog-lope 
suitability at the same show. 



WD125.5     Tracking #157-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Clarifying the rule in order to avoid confusion on which whips are permitted for use during schooling.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Dressage Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER IMJ-7 COMPETITION REQUIREMENTS 

WD125 Warm Up Ring and Training Alea 

( ... ) 

5. :i:.1:1& Only the following whips are permitte<l for schooling ~ : 

a. One whip no longer than 47.2 inches (1 20 cm), including lash, may be carried by the rider when 
mounte<l . 

b. Ore longeing whip is pecmitted only when longeing There is no restriction on the length of whip 
permitted for working a horse in hand. 

c. One longeing whip is permitted only WA&A while longeing. 



WD121.1     Tracking #158-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The committee would like to remove the word "Western" from the description of a cavesson, for allowed equipment, as a "Western Cavesson" is not a term 
used or style sold or easily available in the industry for exhibitors to find. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Dressage Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER \Ml -5 APPOINTMENTS 

WD121 Tack 

1. Bridles: 

a. Any Western type headstall must be used. 

b. A 'Oleste,o cavesson (braided or plain), or pencil bosal w ~h space for two fingers placed between 
the cavesson and the jowl of the horse is allowed. The inside of the noseband must be smooth and 
free of any melal, other than the buckle. 



WD123.1     Tracking #159-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

There has been confusion regarding if hats/headgear were also required in the Costume Freestyle classes, as they are required in all other Western Dressage 
Classes. Due to this being a Costume class, hats and headgear are optional.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Dressage Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER \Ml-5 APPOINTMENTS 

WD123 Attire 

1. Require<! apparel : 

a. Suitable western hal Protectw e headgear may be worn without penalty. (See GR801 ). Hats and 
headgear are not required in Costume Freestyle Classes. 



WD145.5     Tracking #160-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The Western Dressage Committee would like to clarify that cross-entry between the intermediate and advanced level Western Dressage Seat Horsemanship 
and Combined Equitation Divisions at the same competition is prohibited. These are designated for the level in which the rider's skills currently lie, in which 
this makes the competition a level playing field, so there should be no cross entry among levels. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Dressage Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER V\0-12 WESTERN DRESSAGE SEAT EQUITATION 

WD145 V\estern Dressage Seat Horsemanship Class Specifications 

( .. . ) 

5. Cross entry between intermediate and advanced level 11\estern Dressage Seat Horsemanship is 
prohibited at the same competition. 

64 Scoring : 

WD146 V\estern Dressage Seat Combine<! Equitation 

( .. . ) 

3. Western Dressage Seat Combine<! Equitation has three divisions: 

e. Cross entry between intermediate and advanced level 11\estern Dressage Seat Combined 
Equitation is prohibited at the same competition. 



WD142.9     Tracking #161-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

There has been confusion with the lengthened jog, if it should be ridden sitting or posting. The committee wishes to make it clear that the lengthened jog may 
be ridden either posting or sitting, whereas the working jog and collected jog must be ridden sitting.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Dressage Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER V\0-12 WESTERN DRESSAGE SEAT EQUITATION 

WD142 General Performance Directives for Western Dressage Seat Equ~ation 

( .. . ) 

9. The working jog and the collected jog are to be ridden sitting. The lengthened jog may be rickfen 
posting or sitting. 



WD121.3     Tracking #162-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Currently there is confusion on if metal keepers are permitted when using a curb strap because of the “no metal” language found under WD121.3c3. The 
committee agrees that keepers are an important part of the curb strap and should be permitted. There is also confusion on if the wrapping of curb 
chains/straps is allowed, because it is not blatantly listed in the rule. The committee would like to clearly state that wrapped curb chains/straps are not 
allowed. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Dressage Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER \Ml -5 APPOINTMENTS 

WD121 Tack 

( .. . ) 

3. Curb Bit: There is no discrimination against any standard V\estern bit 

c. Curb chains or straps are required w~h curb b~s and must be flexible. 

1. Must be flat and must be at least 1/2 inch (1 2. 7 mm) in width and lie flat against the jaw of the 
horse. 

2. Curb chain may have leather or nylon adjuslable straps connecting the buckle lo the chain. 

3. No wire, rawhide, melal, Q< other substance, or wrapping can be used in conjunction with or as 
part of the flat leather chin strap or curb chain. 

4. Round, rolled, braided or rawhide curb straps are prohibited . 

5. Leather curb straps may have up to 2 smooth, thin, metal, loop strap keepers. 



HU124.3     Tracking #163-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/15/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

These championships represent the best hunters in the country and should reflect such by limiting the number of refusals to two.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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Text: 
HU124.3 Faults 

[ .... I 
3. The following constitute elimination: 

a. Three refusals (Exception: USEF Pony Hunter National Championship, aAd USEF Junior Hunter 
National Championship, and the national USHJA International Hunter Derby Championship 
exhibilors will be eliminate<! after two cumulative refusals). 

b. Off course 

c. Jumping course before it is reset 

d. Bolting from the ring [ .. .. ) 

H:\Rule Changes\ 2023\ 2023 USHJA RCP Form.docx 



HU140.3     Tracking #164-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/15/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The USHJA Pony Task Force recommends this rule change that will allow Ponies to have a second Green year. Allowing two Green years will help the proper 
development of Ponies. A second Green year for Ponies will also help set them up for more inexperienced riders. The current Green Pony divisions are 
typically low in entry numbers, and this rule change should help the divisions fill more regularly.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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HU140 Hunter Elig ibility and Green Status for Ponies 
1. In all cases, the Hunter eligibility and green status of the pony is the responsibility of the owner. 
2. Determining Hunter eligibility for ponies. Hunter eligibility for a pony begins when a pony of any 

age, competes for the first time in any over fences class with jumps at 2'3' or higher for small 
ponies, 2'6' or higher for medium ponies and 2'9' or higher for large ponies in Hunter or 
Hunter/Jumping Seat Equitation classes or sections held at a Federation or Equine Canada 
Licensed competition in North America . 

a. For the purposes of eligibility, equivalent heights are: 
2'3' . 70 meter 
2'6' .80 meter 
2'9' .85 meter 
3'0' .90 meter 

3. Determining Green Status for ponies. Ponies that have not broken their Green Slaws must jump 
less than their regulation height or their Green Slaws will be broken . The Green status of a pony 
is determined by the following factors in competition experience at Hunter or Hunter/Jumping 
Seat Equitation classes or sections held at a Federation or Equine Canada Licensed competition 
in North America: 

a. The height of fences (determined by the class, section or div ision specifications) over 
which a pony has competed . 

b. The number of competition years a pony has competed at regulation height. A pony that 
has competed in such classes for more than two (2)000 (1) or _,0 compet~ion year5; 
witho1:1l i:ocoiiiing a i:oinslat&R1on~ is no longer eligible to compete in the Green section. 

4. In all cases, fence heights will be determined by the specifications of each section regardless of 
whether or not the fences are acwally set at the regulation height 

5. If a competition starts prior to or on November 30th, Green status at the start of the competition is 
maintained throughout the competition. 

6. Green Pony Status. 
a. A green pony is a pony not exceeding 142 hands of any age, which is eligible to 

compete in the Green Pony section. A pony's Green Hunter eligibility, regardless of age, 
begins the first time the pony competes in any ov erfences class w~h jumps at 2'3' or 
higher for small ponies, 2'6' or higher for medium ponies and 2'9' or higher for large 
ponies in Hunter or Hunter/Jumping Seat Equ ~ation classes or sections held at a 
Federation or Equine Canada Licensed competition in North America. 

b. A pony is eligible to compete as a Green Pony for a maximum of 000 (1) )'0a r two (2) 
years (not necessarily consecutive), regardless of age or change to measurement 
slaws. A pony that has changed height sections in its green years may complete the 
green years at its new height 

c. In its fil:st year of showins at regylatien t:ioigl:it or h~hor. a A green pony may also 
compete in the Regular Pony Hunter section at its respectiv e height. 

d. Once a pony begins competing in any class that restricts Green slaws, the following 
restrictions apply for Jumper classes held at a Federation or Equine Canada Licensed 
competition: 

1. Small Ponies are not permitted to compete in any Jumper classes with fence 
heights at or above .70 meters or they will lose their green status. 

2. Medium Ponies are not permitted to compete in any Jumper classes with fence 
heights at or above .75 meters or they will lose their green status. 

3. Large ponies are not permitted to compete in any Jumper classes with fence 
heights at or above .85 meters or they will lose their green status. 

e. P ~ny H1:1ntor Green i:oinstatoi:r::ient R1ay be granted one tirRe. A pony is not eligible fer a 
green reiostatament jf ~ has competed in a I !SH I A Pony H, mter Oerby or the I !SEE 
H1,mter and(Qr lumper f2ony Championship. 
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f. A pony that is green eligible may only compete in the Green Pony Hunter section 
one time at the USEF Hunter Pony Championship. If the pony competes in the 
Green Hunter Pony section at this competition it must be the pony's first time 
competing at the USEF Hunter Pony Championship. 

7. Green Pony Reinstatement A pony cannot ret,,m to compete in tbe section £or which tbe 
i:oincblei:R9nt applicafam was R1ado until written notifiGation l::ias been i:ocet•ed ti:gr:R tho 
Federation that tf.le reinslate1+10nt hac boon granted. A peny's eligibility tf;) cgmpote in recti:ictod 
sections may be reinstated £or a fa ,b ,re cocr:,petition year pnv ided tint· 

a. Tho pony was not sbown at U::ia rn91:1lation t::ioigl::it er l::iigbar at rROi:& tt:ian foyr ~4} 
coi=Rpotiti8ns pi:ior tg SeptorRbor 1st 9f lf:ie c,,urent Gon::ipotiti8n yeai:. 

b The pony was not shown at the reg, ,latioo height or higher on or after September 1st o£ 
tf:ia c1,urent coi=Rpotitgn yeai:. 

c. Tho pony ne IQnger coi=Rpotes at tt.:ie regulation height or t.:iigher imi=Rediatoly 1.1pon 
appliGation for i:einstatei:r:ieRL 

g_ The pOR3/ is olhePuise eli9ible ~r a reiRstatei:r:ieRt uRder FederatioR rules. 
e_ The horse or poRy is actively retoi:eded w~h the FederalioR at the tii:r::ie of the request. If 

tf.:le horse or pOR3/ is Rot actiuely recorded at the tii:r::ie of reqyes~ it i:r:iyst be 
resorded.4:eRowed at that tii:r:io_ If the horse or pOR3/ is Rot resorded.4:9Rewed at tho tii:r::ie of 
appliGatioR, the reiRstatei:r::ieRt request will autoi:r:iatiGally be deRied. 



HU173.3     Tracking #165-23     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 6/3/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The Channel System implemented for competition licensing in 2023 awards all Hunter sections National Points, regardless if they are Channel I or Channel II. 
The National Hunter Derby Task Force would like to ensure that the NHD classes follow the same National and Zone HOTY Bonus points and money won. 
Members have requested to receive Bonus HOTY points for the National rankings as well as the Zone rankings for their declared section when competing in a 
National Hunter Derby.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: The council approves, but recommends the following programs removed from the verbiage 
as they are no longer relevant/offered: "Childrens Pony" from HU173.3 and "the USHJA International 
Hunter Derby Welcome Stake" from GR1132.3.

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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Text 

Hu:173 
[ ... ) 
3. National Hunter Derby (Zone Points, National Points and Mmey Won) 
Points and money won to be credited to each horse's respective section as declared at the 
time of entry in the following sections: Performance 3'3'; Green 3'0", Green 3'3", Small 
Hooter, Amateur Owner 3'3", Adult Amateur, Jooior Hunter 3'3", Childrens Horse, and Young 
Hooters. 

[ ... ) 

GR. 1132 
[ ... ) 
3. In the Hunter division, points are calculated according to the Hunter Division Point Chart 
Exception: National awards for Green Hunter 3'0", 3'3' , 3'6' and 3'9' , Young Hunter 5 and under, 
Young Hunter 6 and under, Young Hunter 7 and under, High Performance and Performance Hunter 
3'3' and 3'6' , Green Conformation Hunter 3'6' , and High Performance Conformation Hunter will be 
calculated using two systems towards two separate sets of national awards. The national Money 
Win Awards will be based on the money won by each horse in their respective section. The national 
Points Awards will be calculated according to the Hunter Division Point Chart Both money won and 
points won in hunter classics, the USHJA International Hunter Derby, the USHJA National Hunter 
Derby, and the USHJA Green Hunter Incentive Stake will be included. The money won and points 
won in the USHJA International Hunter Derby will only be awarded towards a declared Hunter 
section for HOTY points if a horse competes in the declared section a minimum of fw e (5) times 
during the compet~ion year. The money won and points won in the USHJA Green Hunter I ncentw e 
Stake will only be awarded toward a declared Hunter section for HOTY points if a horse competes in 
the declared section a minimum of three (3) times during the competition year. 



HU174.10     Tracking #166-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/15/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To make the class more horse friendly when run during the division.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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HU 17 4 Hunter Classics 

[ .... I 
10. The first round of all Hunter Classics must consist of eight (8) to ten (1 0) obstacles in accordance with 
HU109. In the second round of all Hunter Classics the course must consist of a minimum of eight (8) l&A 
µll} obstacles of at least six different types. Exception: separate standalone classics must have ten 
(10) obstacles. 

11. Ari open numerical judging system must be used. If there are multiple judging panels, one judging 
panel must be appointed as the tie breaker. 

[ .... I 

H:\Rule Changes\ 2023\2023 USHJA RCP Form.docx 



HU App. A     Tracking #167-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/15/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The intent prioritizes the safety and fairness of warm-up prior to classes, promotes consistency, provides clarity to exhibitors, all without being arduous on 
Competition Management. Minimum prize monies for USHJA National Hunter Derbies at Channel II shows is $1,000, and $2,500 for Channel I shows. These 
special classes, offering less than $10,000 in prize money, do not need dedicated CSS or Steward for the schooling area, but do require a dedicated 
schooling area for class entrants. This rule change proposal maintains the restriction of exhibitors from warming up for a featured class in a schooling area 
away from the schooling ring assigned.

5.b requires a C1 Steward or CSS for any Hunter class offering $10,000 or more in prize money, capturing USHJA International Hunter Derby classes (One 
Star classes require a minimum of $10,000).

 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services

HU 0.0 | Tracking #167-23 Page 161 of 316Wednesday, June 19, 2024 9:35 AM



HU 0.0 | Tracking #167-23 Page 162 of 316Wednesday, June 19, 2024 9:35 AM

Text: 

Appendix A: USEF Hunter Schooling Rules 

5. Duties of Certifie<l Schooling Stipeiv isors (see also GR 1031) 

Ge 6. Within the thirty minutes prior to the sche<lule<l start of the class, any schooling over obstacles by an 
entry in a class of $10,000 or more, or any USHJA National Hunter Derby or USHJA International Hunter 
Derby must be done in a designated area suponiisod 9lj a C 1 Stewai:Q or Certified Sct.:iooliRg SupoP• isor. 

(renumber accordingly) 

H:\Rule Changes\ 2O23\2O23 USHJA RCP Form.docx 



WS139.4     Tracking #168-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/21/2023 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The Western Committee is looking to have all Ranch classes with patterns penalize an "off pattern", "eliminates or adds maneuver", and "incomplete 
maneuver" as a ten (10) point penalty. Currently Ranch Horse Riding penalizes "off pattern", "eliminates or adds maneuver", and "incomplete maneuver" as a 
zero score. This change will increase consistency within the Ranch rules across the breed chapters.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Committee Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER WS-6 RANCH SECTION 

WS139 Ranch Horse Riding 

( .. . ) 

4. Penalties 

a. A conteslant must be penalized each time the following occur: 

4. Ten (10) point penalties: 

a. Off Pattern, including: eliminates or adds maneuver, incomplete 
maneuver, and wrong sequence 

5A Zero (0) score: 

a. Prohibited equipment including, but not limited to, hoof black, braided or 
banded manes, or lail extensions 

b. Willful abuse 

c. Major disobedience or schooling 

d. Lameness 

e. ElirRinalos or adds rRanouY er 

t_ lnsg1+1pleto i=Ran01.wor 

e. b. More than one finger between split reins or any fingers between romal reins 



EV9.5     Tracking #169-23     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 5/6/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Align the jacket requirements for Dressage and Show Jumping 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Alison Lloyd

alloyd@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DRAFT #1 

SUBCHAPTER EV-9 DRESS 

5. DRESSAGE PHASE 

b. Jackets. Intermediate and P<e~"1i~1Jr)•!h<g119h Advanced - Jackets are required. A jacket may be any 
solid color, tweed, or pinstripe. Tastefu I, discreet accents, piping, and crystal decorations are permitted. 
Tail coats are permitted. Beginner Novice th rough A4g,;/ified Preliminary - Jackets are not required. If an 
Athlete wears a jacket, it may be any solid color, tweed, or pinstripe. Tastefu I, discreet accents, pi ping, 
and crystals are permitted. Tai I coats are not permitted. 

7. SHOW JUMPING PHASE. 

b. Jackets. 12<eli"1iAa')' Intermediate and Advanced - Jackets are required unless all three phases of a 
Horse Trials are run over one day, in which case a j acket is not re qui red. The j acket may be of a single 
color, tweed, or pinstripe with tasteful, discreet accents, piping or crystal decorations. Beginner Novice 
through ~4gdilied Preliminary- Jackets are not required. If an Athlete wears a jacket, it may be any solid 
color, tweed, or pinstripe. Tasteful, discreet accents, piping, and crystal decorations are permitted. 



EV109.2     Tracking #170-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/5/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Align the requalification period for horses and athletes so both can re-qualified by achieving two MERs at the next lower height level within any 6-month 
period and no sooner than 10 days following the loss of qualification.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Alison Lloyd

alloyd@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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EV109 Loss of Qualification 

EV1092 

f. Having lost qualification, a Horse may be re-qualifie<l by achieving two MERs at the next lower height 
level within any 6-month period and no sooner than 10 days 1 men#1 following the loss of qualification. 



EV122.1     Tracking #171-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/5/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

It has been a normal practice in Eventing that if an athlete jumps an Obstacle of another level's track that it is not penalized provided they complete the 
Obstacles of the level in which they are competing in the correct sequence. At times this is used as a training opportunity. With the way the language is 
current stated, athletes would incur penalties for this practice. That was not the intention during the re-write. Therefore, the proposed additional language 
would permit athletes to practice this without penalty.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Amber Braun

abraun@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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EV122 Cross-Country Phase Definitions of Faults 

1. GENERAL. Faults (i.e., refusals, run-outs and circles) must be penalized, unless in the opinion of 
the appointed personnel, they are clearly not connected with the negotiation or attempted 
negotiation of a numbered Obslacle or element for the relevant level in progress. The 
negotiation or attempted negotiation of an Obstacle commences with the presenlation of the 
Horse lo the Obstacle. Falls will be penalized wherever they occur on course between the slart 
flags and the finish line. 



EQ103.6     Tracking #172-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/10/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The intent of this rule change is to allow an appropriately sized adult to school and more fully prepare ponies, particular green ponies to be safely ridden by 
the junior, a resource already used and valued for the junior hunters and amateur hunters.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments
HU 101 (071-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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EQ103.6 Eligibility lo Compete 

6. AdYlls san ,ide Ponies sh04/l/n in Mull Hunter/Jumping Seat Equ~ation classes, (suitability lo counV; 
t.:11,)wo"ei:, those peRios caRRBl may cross enter into aRy rated f2ony Hunt er sections (Le., Ct.:iildren's 
H, mter Pony, Green Pony H, mtei; ~eg, ,lar Pony H, mter), or in W HS Pony Equ~ation or USEF Pony 
Medal or any rated Pony Hunter section classes l::ield at IRo sarRo GBrRpetition. See also HU 101. 

HU 101 Ponies Shown By Juniors 

Ponies shown by a junior in any rate<! pony hunter sections (i.e. Children's Hunter Pony, Green Pony 
Hunter, Regular Pony Hunter), WIHS Pony Equitation, or USEF Pony Me<lal ~ maybe shown by an 
adult at the same competition. E½coplion: Sreedin9 classes in t.:iand and breed resti:istod sestions at a 
R1Ulti 9rooettdis&ipliRO GOR1potitieR . (See also EQ103.4). 

H:\Rule Changes\ 2O23\ 2O23 USHJA RCP Form.docx 



JP138.4     Tracking #173-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/10/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Part 1 (a) was already there, it's just been slightly reworded for further clarification. Part 2 (b) is an FEI rule that should have already been included. Part 3 (c) 
was what was b. And finally, Part 4 (d) is already in the rule book under "scoring", but it also belongs here.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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JP138 TIMING 

4. Mditional Time Oul 

a. If a rider is forced to hold up aRd ttio tii=Re stopped while a feRGO is being i:&b1.1ilt ttue to i-1 a fence not 
being reset or reset improperly, or knocked down or displaced for any reason other than it was caused 
by jumping or an attempt to jump (a previous competitor, the weather, or some otherfactor1, the tone 
will sound, and time will be stopped while the fence is being rebuilt. -No penalty is incurred, and 6 
seconds is not added to their time. After the fence is rebuilt, the tone is sounded, and the time is restarted 
when the rider is as close as possible to the place on the course when the time was stopped. 

b. /fthe rider does not stop when the tone is sounded, the rider continues at their own risk, and 
the time should not be stopped. The judges must decide whether the rider is to be eliminated for 
ignoring the order to stop, or whether they should be allowed to continue. 

c. If a competftor jumps an obstacle that has not been reset, or has been reset improperly, or due 
to it being downed by a previous competftor, the weather, or some other factor, the competftor 
receives no penalty. However, if the competitor knocks down the obstacle they will be penalized 
accordingly. 

d. If a knockdown occurs following a refusa I, but not as a result of the refusal, the time is stopped and the 
fence is rebuilt No additional penalty is incurred and 6 seconds is not added to their time. Once the fence 
has been rebuilt, the tone is sounded and the time is restarted no matter where the rider might be on the 
course. 



AR294.3     Tracking #175-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/16/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

In the Sport horse in hand section (AR179.1a) it states that a noseband must match the discipline being shown. Referring back to AR163.1a (Hunter Section), 
it does not prohibit modified cavessons from being used. We are looking to strike through the language prohibiting modified cavessons in the showmanship 
section to align the halter and showmanship rules. This will create consistency with tack when using hunter/dressage/show hack style bridles. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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AR294 Judging Guidelines 

Showmanship is not a halter class and should not be judge<! as such. The conformation of the 
horse is not to be judge<! . Horses are to be presente<l in the appointments (tack and attire) suitable 
for that horse's style. This class is designe<l to evaluate the exhibitor's ability to execute, in concert 
w~h their horse a set of maneuvers prescribed by the judge w~h precision and smoothness while 
exhib~ing poise and confidence, all while maintaining a balance<!, functional and fundamentally 
correct body position. 

1. [ .. . ) 
3. APPOINTMENTS 

a. Attire and tack should be clean, well-fitting and in good repair. A workmanlike appearance 
should be presented . 
1. Attire should reflect the intende<l use of the horse and should be consistent with attire 

requirements describe<! in the dwision depicte<l . 
b. Tack An Arabian show halter, a leather show halter with or w~hout silver (silver not to 

count), hunter/dressage/show hack style bridle, or a double bridle may be used. n4i;,di! ied 
ca,,essi;,ns a,e pi:o~ibitod. A western style or bosal bridle are prohibite<l . Leads may be 
attache<l to the halter or cavesson. If a chain is used, it is prohibited to go through the 
horse's mouth, over the nose or through the bit When leading with the reins, they must be 
attache<l to both sides of the bit. Hats are optional. Spurs are prohib~e<l . 



AR173.1     Tracking #176-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/17/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

In dressage, the existing rule was intended to add exceptions for the Walk-Trot riders in 10& under classes so that those classes would not count towards the 
levels in which the horse is restricted to compete. This proposal adds the exception for 11 and over as well as clarifies the exception for 10 and under 
because in dressage, competition levels are based on the horse and the classes they are competing in. In Western Dressage, competition levels are based 
on the rider. The riders are eligible to compete in multiple levels therefore an exception was not needed. The proposed language in AR277 tells exhibitors to 
refer to Subchapter-31 and Subchapter-32 for additional class requirements in the 10& under and 11 and over age divisions. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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AR173 Conduct 

1. Dressage classes held in the Arabian Division to be conducte<l in accordance with Dressage 
Chapter DR, except as slate<! herein: 
a. When cross entry by rider or horse/rider combination is permitte<l between Arabian 

Dressage and other Arabian and/or Hal-Arabian/Anglo-Arabian classes at a competition, 
DR 120 and DR 121 apply only to the designate<! Dressage warmup and compet~ion 
areas, or when exhibilor is actually warming-up for Dressage class. 

1. Horses competing in Open Dressage classes may not compete in any other 
divisions or classes on the same day( s) and are subject to all DR Chapter rules 
from the time of their arr iv al until the end of the competition day. 

b. Whips are prohibite<l in AHA Regional and National Championship classes 
(Exception: Competilors riding sidesaddle may carry a whip and AR 106. 15). 

c. A caller, if supplie<l by the competilor, may be use<! in any AHA Regional Championship 
Dressage class. (Exception: all FEI Tesls, including FEI Junior Tesls, and all Freestyle 
Rides must be ridden from memory; see also AR 106. 18) 

g_ ~ ti:ios 1+1u&t coR::ipl3/ with CR119.2 (extoptioR: Horses coR=ipeting at AHA Regional and 
~lational Cl:iai:ripionet.:iip coi=Rpotitions ai:e not lii:r:iited to a i=Raxi1+11.11+1 9f tt:ireo Oressage 
rides per day at Fowth I evel or below Horses competing in Intro I evel classes at the 
AH A ¥oulR ~lational Cl:i ampionst::iip i=Ray enter thr.ee kw els at tl::ial competition only.} 

e. Horses competing in the Arabian and/or Half-Arabian/Anglo-Arabian Dressage 
Division may compete in more than one License<! Competition on the same day. This 
is an exception lo DR1192 . 

f. IAl<OOYGl9,:Y PAkllk/Tl'Clt Qressa9e) An Introductory Walk• Trot 10 & Under or a Walk· 
Trot 11 & OverclaH cl~sses ~t Fe<leration License<! Arabian competitions, when 
ridden by an exhibilor competing only in Walk/TroV Walk-Jog classes, will not be 
considere<l one of the two levels lo which the horse is restricte<l at that competition 
under DR 119.2. (Exception: open Dressage classes or div isions.) Refer to Subchapter 
AR-31 Walk·TrotNlalk•Jog 10 & Under section and Subchapter AR-32 
ATRIJTRIAATR Walk· T rot/VIAl/k•Jog 11 and Over section for additional Walk· 
Trot/VIAl/k•Jog 10 & Under and 11 & Over class requirements. 

g. Dressage horses competing at Fe<leration License<! Arabian compet~ions are not lim~e<l 
lo a maximum of three rides per day at Fourth Level or below. (Exception: open 
Dressage classes or divisions.) 

h. False tails are not permitte<l in Arabian and Half-Arabian/Anglo-Arabian Division 
Dressage classes (This is an exception to DR 121.15). 

1. For the Arabian Division, adult amateurs are define<! as those no longer eligible to 
compete as junior exhibilors DR119.3 does not apply. 

AR277 Conduct 

Western Dressage classes held in the Arabian division are to be conducte<l in accordance with 
the V\estern Dressage Division, Chapter WO. Walkql'Cll Glasses 10<ill AQI be GQASidered QAe Q/ 
the tuo lo"els to wt::iiGl:i tho l:ioi:se is i:esti:iGted at tt::iat competition ynder \M)102.2. E~eption: 
Ope A W,istero Ql'Qssa9e Glasses Qr di11isiQA. Refer to Subchapter AR-31 Walk· T rot/VIAl/k· 
Jog 10 & Under Section and Subchapter AR-32 ATRIJTRIAATR Walk·TrotNlalk•Jog 11 
and Over Section for additional Wilk•Trot/Walk•Jog 10 & Under and 11 & Over class 
requirements. 
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a. Exception: Junior exhibitor ages will be define<! in accordance with AR110.6 for 
Arabian Western Dressage classes. 



AR246.2     Tracking #177-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/17/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

It is the desire of the Working Western Committee to have the Ranch Horse Rail Pleasure Walk-Trot 10 & Under classes allow for the extended walk and/or 
trot. Being able to demonstrate the extended gaits is an important aspect of the Ranch Horse Class.

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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AR246 Ranch Horse Rail Pleasure Walk-Trot 10 & Under Class Specifications 

1. Horses lo enter at walk or trot in either direction at discretion of the judge. 
2. Entries will be worked both directions of the ring at both qualifying gaits, the walk and the trot. The 
judge may call for: 

a. The extended walk 
b. The extended trot (riders are permitted to post or hold the horn) 
c. A halt on the rail 



EV122.2     Tracking #179-23     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 5/6/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To remove the confusion of elimination at the national level for either retaking a jump or continuing.  For consistency, the FEI wording/definition of a missed 
flag is being proposed as is the FEI wording/definition for a run-out. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

hseagle@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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EV122 Cross-Country Phase Defini tions of Faults 

2. DISDBEDI ENC ES (REFUSALS and RUN-OUTS). 

b. Runouts. It i5 69R5idered a Qisol3edieR6C if a Morse r:1.ms eut, avoids the Ql35taGle or element to Be 
jur=Rped in suct:a a ut';j that it must be represented On ott:alete ir por:r::Rit::ted to Ghange tt::l eir r=Rind as to 
where U:iey jump an Ol3staele er element at an•,• Bme withelit i;enalti,• fer a r1:1n elitJ inch::1eting Beeause ef 
a FRi5tal<e at a previews Obstacle or element. A Horse is considered to have run-out it having been 
presented at an Obstacle on the cou,se, it avoids it in -,, a way that the head, ned<, and point of 

either shoulder fail to pass between the eKwm~ies oflhe Obstade markers as flagged or the 

hindquarters"- do not jumped the height of the solid part of the Obstade. Continuing on course 
without representing will incur Elimination. 

5, MISSED F.Ll\G 

a Cloa,· n. fJg.q;o is soRSidemd to fJaue sfear-odtfJo f:enso vchon the hoad, Aesk ar::,dpoints 9f botfJ 
s boofriers pass be-e11 lhe flXlremi!ies of the obslas.'e as flagged lfa flag is dis.'odged, lhe 
bi11dquarters musl.jrnnp tbe height otthe solid part ottbe obstacle 

b Mssillg a flag· A horse is GOAsid9red lo ba1<e missed a flag wbeA lhe poiAI of a sbou,!derfa.\!s lo 
pass bet14reeq the extremities oftbe obstacle as f/.agged Tt,e tJead ar:,d r:,eck must pass inside tbe 
eKtr'4Jl~ities gf the gbstas'41- as f'agged lf a flag is disfQdged, the tiir->dquarte~ ~st jump tho 
beigbl oflhe solidpart oflhe obslasle, 

5. MISSED MARKER. To clear an Obstacle, the Horse's head, neck, and shoulder must pass between the 

Obstade markers. If the marker is dislodged, the hindquarters must jump the height of the solid part 
of the Obstade. /f the Obstade is not navigated as described a 15 point penalty must be assessed. 

6. ADDITI DNAL ATTEMPTS AT OBSTACLES COMPOSED OF SEVERAL ELEMENTS. 

7. WILLFUL DELAY. An Ath lete is considered to have willfu lly delayed their finish if, between the last 
fence and the finish line, the Horse halts, walks, circles, or serpentines. The Ath lete may be penalized for 
a Disobedience at the discretion of the Ground Jury. 

8. RULE INTERPRETATION. If rule clari fication is necessary for the judging of an Obstacle, the Technical 
Delegate, as directed by the Ground Jury, must provide the clari fication and sketch, if necessary. lhis 
information must be shared with Athletes at the briefing or as soon as possible. 

EV123 Cross-Country Phase Scoring - Chart 

Add to table: 

I Missed Marker I 15 penalties I Al/ I EV122.5 



EV App. 2     Tracking #180-23     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 5/6/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To align with the FEI’s exception for MERs. It should not be more difficult for horses  competing at the national level to move forward when one of the two 
penalties has been incurred. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

hseagle@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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2. DEFI NITI DNS 
2.1 Completion: means having completed the entire Horse Trial with a numerical score. 
2.2 Minimum Eligibility Requirement 
2.3 All MERs obtained in previous years will be counted according to the rules in place at that time. 
2.2.1 When achieved at a National Horse Trials an MER is achieved by completing the entire Horse Trial 
and scoring. -not more than 45 penalty points in the Dressage Test; and - No jumping penalties at 
obstacles on the Cross Country Test uni ess specified otherwise, and not more than 75 seconds (30 
penalty points) exceeding the optimum time; and - not more than 16 penalties at obstacles in the 
Jumping Test. -25 penalty points received for Dangerous Riding will not achieve a National Qualifying 
result. Exceptions to the national qualification requirements noted below for the Advanced, CCl4*, and 
CCl5* levels may only be approved by an Ad Hoc Committee of the ESC. Requests for exceptions should 
be made 14 days prior to the closing date for the Advanced level and 14 days prior to the definite entry 
date for the CCl4* and CCl5* levels. 

Exceptions for MERs: The .i.t first activotion of a frangible4fetot.mabIe device {11 penalties} or ~ 
-1 one missed marker flag (15 penalties} will maintain the MER result on Cross-Country a.'klwf.QI' aR 
Mm. 



EV153.1     Tracking #181-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/18/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Eventing Ground Jury Members have equal authority and responsibilities, and more flexibility is needed for positioning officials.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

hseagle@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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EV 153 

1. The following License<! Officials are the minimum require<! at Horse Trials. Higher level License<! 
Officials may seive in the roles lisle<! below. A Second Eventing Technical Delegate of any level is 
require<! if an Event has more than 300 entries, any day where cross-country and show jumping phases 
will be running concurrently and l~e f2resideol of 11:10 C.'9YAd lyry a member of the GrolHld Jury will not 
be present on the course during the Cross-Country phase. 



EV App. 3     Tracking #182-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/18/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

.80 does not affect the height but keeps the sequence between Starter at .70 to Novice at .90.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

hseagle@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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Appendix 3 

Cross Country 
Beginner Novice 
Heights - Fixe<' 79m {2'r) .IJOm (2'7'1 

Jumping 
Heights - 79m {2'r) .BOm (2.7'? 



AR266.1     Tracking #183-23     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 5/6/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The current Walk-Trot & under section does not include the Western Dressage Division. This proposal seeks to include Western Dressage. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
AR 309 (184-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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AR299 Appointments 

1. For attire, appointments and position for Equitation classes refer to Cha.pt er EO. For Drecsage ~eat E qrritation , 
ce~ec to Cb apter DR , Oresuge OM s:ion 

2. For attire and appointments for Pleasure classes, refer to AR 132, AR136, AR1 40, AR1 44, and AA 181, &Rd QR120 

3. For \Mall· + rot Glasses paddoslt boetsu riti:1. jodi;il:i.wrs a Re' !iartar straps AHP/ be wsed. For attire, appointments and 
position for Dressage Seat Equitation and Walk-Trot Dressage, refer to Chapter DR, Dressage Division, 

4. For attire, appointments and position for ~stem Dressage Seat Equi tation and W,al" J::Ri>t Wa/k,.Jog 
Western Dress age, refer to s ubchapter WO-5 ands ubchapter WO-12, Wes tern Ores sage Divis ion. 

AR301 Walk-Trot/Walk-Jog Equitation Class Specifications 

( ... ) 

6. ~tern Dressage Seat Equitation - re'ferto Chapter WO, ~tem Dressage Division SulxhapterV..0•12 
Western Dressage Seat Equitation forWalk..Jog class requirements and specifications. 

Add the Western Dressage Division to AR-30 Walk-Trot/Walk~og 10 & Under Section (reql.ires re-numbering of 
current AR30S thru the remainder of the AR Cllapter): 

AR305 Walk-Jog VM?stern Dressage Class Specifications (Requires Western Dressage Ju(9e} 

A current WAA Intro Test limited to walk/jog~ will be utilized, 

(Re-number the remaining AR sections throug h the end of the chapter) 



AR309.1     Tracking #184-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/22/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The Walk-Trot/Walk-Jog 11 and Over Division is growing and by adding the specific Walk-Trot/Jog 11 and Over for Dressage and Western Dressage it will 
offer a level playing field for riders in the Introductory Walk-Trot/Jog Tests that have not cantered/loped per the 11 & Over class requirements.

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
AR 266 (183-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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AR309 Class Requirements 

Open lo Amateur or Junior Exhibitors 11 years old and older as of December 1 of the current 
competition year. Ari Amateur card is not required for ATR/AATR Walk-TrotlWalk.Jog 11 and 
over classes. 

1. Division of Classes 
a. Classes may be divided by age of exhibitor. 
b. Separate classes for Arabians and Half/Angb Arabians may be offered OR classes may be 

combined. 
c. Pleasure or Sport Horse under Saddle classes ~ must not be combined with Equitation 

classes. 
d. Pleasure classes may be combined into a single class. 
e. Equitation classes may be combined into a single class (Exception: Dressage 

Seat Equitation and Western Dressage Seat Equitation "'ill' must not be 
combined with any other equitation class). 

f. Dressage Introductory Walk-Trot Tests must not be combined with any other 
class. 

g. 11\estern Dressage Introductory Walk-Jog Tests must not be combined with 
any other class. 

2. Classes may be offered for Western Pleasure, Hunter Pleasure, Country English Pleasure, 
Sport Horse Under Saddle, Western Seat Equitation, Hunter Seat Equitation Not lo Jump, 
Saddle Seat Equitation, and Dressage Seat Equ~ation, ai:id Ranch Horse, Dressage, 
Western Dressage, and Western Dressage Seat Equitation (See AR3102 .e). 

3. [ .. . ) 

AR310 Conduct 

2. Tests are optional at local, regional and national shows bu~ if used, tests are lim~ed to the 
following: 

f. WalWJog 11 & Over Western Dressage Seat Equitation• refer to Western Dressage 
(11-V) Subchapter 111>-12 11\estern Dressage Seat Equitation for Walk-Jog class 
requirements and specifications. 

3. Dressage Walk-Trot and 11\estern Dressage WalWJog Tests. 

a. For Walk• Trot Dressage a current USDF Introductory Test limited to 
walWtrot will be utilized. 

b. For Walk-Jog 11\estem Dressage a current 11\0AA Introductory Test limited 
to walWtrot will be utilized. 



DR202.10     Tracking #185-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/24/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Judges should not have to stand or sit in the sun or in rain with no shelter when classes are held outside.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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DR202 General Regulations. 

10. The requirements of DR1262.d and DR123.9 apply to DSHB divisions and classes, including the 
requirement to pl'<Yolide shelter from weather for judges at outdoor competitions. 



DR120.2     Tracking #186-23     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 5/6/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To allow more flexibility in dress that is permitted in extremely cold weather.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DR120Dress 
2. V\eather Conditions. In locations with high average heat and humidity on the date of a competition, compet~ion 
management may publish in its prize list that jackets will be waived for the duration of the competition. Alternatively, 
management may announce prior to or during a competition that competitors may show without jackets when extreme 
heat and/or humidity is forecasted . IM1s11 tsmpsr:atUf¥)S befow 45 G9gf¥)9S F Jr¥) K>f¥)CJst, ri"9r:s may 1"9ar 
yfacJbr¥)a/<er:s or parkas irlstsad gf l'idir,g jackets Also, when very cold weather conditions are forecasted on 
the date of a competition, competition management may publish in its prize list that windbreakers or parkas 
may be worn, rather than riding jackets, for the duration of the competition. Alternatively, management may 
announce prior to or during a competition that competitors may wear windbreakers or parkas rather than 
riding jackets when very cold weather is forecasted :i:t,is These w aw ers applyi&s to national classes at a USEF 
licensed-USDF recognized dressage competition. 



JP111.4     Tracking #187-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/29/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

It is the intention of the Committee to limit the use of Draw reins and German Martingales to certain classes and divisions. While ponies are currently not 
permitted to be ridden in Draw Reins by juniors at any time. The content of the rule regarding the use of draw reins by juniors and use in age restricted 
classes, is not changing in this proposal. Verbiage is being updated. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Jumper Jennifer Haydon

jhaydon@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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JP111 Tack and Attire 

4. Draw Reins/German Martingales. Draw reins and German martingale Ma<tio9ales may not be used 
in any competition/class restricted to Ponies, Juniors, andlor Amateurs, or by age of horse. Draw 
reins and German martingales may only be used in a conventional manner when schooling or in 
classes w~h no prize money that are offered at 1.20m or below. f2oRie& R1a3/ nol be ridden by a I unior in 
draw i:oins gr German i:riaRingaloc al any tii:r::ie. Draw reins and/or German martingales may not be 
used on Ponies at any time when rickfen by a Junior. No other head set devices (chambon, etc.) are 
permitted in any class. Craw Reins and Geri=Ran Martingaloc are not perrRit:ted in age i:oclrictod slassoc. 



JP111.12     Tracking #188-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/29/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Over the years, questions have been raised regarding the national level rules regarding blinkers, fly masks, and goggles in competition. As there is not 
currently a rule permitting or prohibiting the equipment's use, the Committee proposes this rule to allow the use of the equipment in competition with veterinary
certification stating the horse's need. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Jumper Jennifer Haydon

jhaydon@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
WD 122 (154-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services

JP 111.12 | Tracking #188-23 Page 200 of 316Wednesday, June 19, 2024 9:35 AM



JP 111.12 | Tracking #188-23 Page 201 of 316Wednesday, June 19, 2024 9:35 AM

JP111 Tack and Attire 

12. Hooded blinkers, sunglasses, fly masks, goggles, etc. that cover the horse's eyes are only 
allowed with a veterinary certificate stating the necessity. Blinkers or cheek pieces attached to the 
bridle may not exceed 5cm (2'1, 



EV App. 2     Tracking #189-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To align Horse and Rider divisions for all levels, so that Training Horses and Riders cannot compete two levels above at Preliminary. As Modified was a new 
level in 2017, it was combined with Preliminary for this rule, since the level was not prevalent across the US. Now that the Modified has been in place for 5 
years, and includes 194 competitions with 2,442 starters, the proposal is to sperate out the Modified from Preliminary in order align Horse and Rider divisions 
for all levels.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Alison Lloyd

alloyd@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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APPENDIX 2 - PART I Cl PAT ION IN HORSE TRIALS 

1. SECTIONS 

1.5 RI DER (R) - Open to Alhletes who have not complete<l an Event above the next highest level in the 5 
years prece<ling the date of the Event, e.g., a Novice Rider may have complete<! an Event at Training 
level, but not Modlie<l orP"''imiRafo/ level or higher in the 5 years prece<ling the date of the Event a 
Training Rider may have complete<! an Even t at the Modifie<l or~limillafo/ level, but not the 
!.-e,FRelliate Preliminary level or higher in the 5 years prece<ling the date of the Event. 

1.6 HORSE (H) - Open to Athletes of any age, the Horse must not have complete<! an Event above the 
next high-est level. e.g., a Novice Horse may have complete<l an Event at Training level, but not Modified 
o, R"'!iFRiRao;• level or higher; a Training Horse may have complete<! an Event at Modifie<l o, 
~•imillafo/ level, but not /,ite,-diate Preliminary level or higher. 



EV10.2     Tracking #190-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Saddle pad colors are not currently referenced in the USEF Eventing rules for the dressage phase, so per EV101.3 reference is made to the FEI Rules which 
state: “Saddle pads should be white or off-white. Contrast coloring and piping is allowed. Striped or multicolored pads are not permitted”.  However, this rule is 
not being enforced at Eventing competitions. As this is not a horse welfare or safety issue, we are proposing that saddle pad colors be added to the Eventing 
chapter to allow any color of saddle pads.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Alison Lloyd

alloyd@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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SUBCHAPTER EV-10 SADDLERY 

2. DRE SSA GE TE ST 

I. SadcRe pads may be any single color. Contrast trim and piping are permffted. Striped or multi• 
colored pads are prohibited. 



EV123     Tracking #191-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To align Cross-Country and Show Jumping eliminations at the Modified level with the CCI1* and Preliminary levels and above. Alignment with Preliminary and 
above will make eliminations at all USEF Recognized levels consistent, and will make it easier for athletes and Licensed Officials to correctly follow and 
enforce the rules.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Alison Lloyd

alloyd@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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EV123 Cross-Country Phase Scoring 

Fault Penaltv >-1rmlicable Level Reference 
First refusal, run-out or circle 20 =nalties All EV1222 & EV122.3 
Second refusal, run-out or circle at the 40 penalties All EV1222 & EV122.3 
same Obstacle 
Third refusal, run-out or circle at the Elimination All EV1222 & EV122.3 
same Obstacle 
Third penalized Disobedience on the Elimination M, P, l, A EV1222 
entire course 
Fourth penalized Disobedience on the Elimination BN, N, T, M EV1222 
entire course 

EV128 Show Jumping Phase Faults 

Fault Penattv Annlicable Level Reference 
Obstacle knocked down while 
iumpinQ 

4 penalties All 

Going through the start line twice 4 penalties All 
First Disobedience 4 =nalties All EV127.3 
Second Disobedience or other Elimina tion M, P, l, A EV127.3 
Second Disobedience or other 8 =nalties BN. N. T. M EV127.3 
Third Disobedience or other Elimina tion BN. N. T, M EV127.3 



EV113.1     Tracking #192-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The adoption of the FEI's Dangerous Riding rule provides a more robust definition within the USEF Eventing Rules. This will provide licensed officials with 
clearer parameters of when to assess the Dangerous Riding penalty, in turn, promoting the safety and welfare of our horses and athletes. While it is not the 
intention to duplicate FEI language within the Eventing Rules, there were discrepancies between the national rule and the FEI that have caused enough 
confusion that an amended adoption will address.  E.g., Willful Obstruction is penalized as an Elimination or Disqualification for national competition. Pressing 
a tired horse is Disqualification for national competition. Jumping Obstacles not part of the course is contradictory to EV122.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Amber Braun

abraun@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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EV113 Dangerous Riding 

1. Dangerous Riding is considere<l any Athlete who rides in such a way as to consMute a hazard to the 
safety or well-being of the Athlete, Horse, other Alhletes, their Horses, spectators, or others during the 
competition. Dangerous Riding may include but is not limited to the following: 

a. Riding out of control (Horse clearly not responding to the Athletes restraining or driving 
aids). 
b. Riding Obstacles too fast or too slow. 
c. RepeatecRy standing off fences too far(pushing the Horse to the base of the Obstacle, 
firing 
the Horse to the fence). 
d. Repeatedly being ahead or behind the Horse's movement when jumping. 
e. Series of dangerous jumps. 
f. Severe lack of responsiveness from the Horse or the Athlete. 
g. Continuing after three clear refusals, a fall, or any form of Bimination. 
h. Endangering the public in any way ( e.g., jumping out of the roped track). 



EV App. 2     Tracking #193-23     Draft #2      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 5/6/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Introduced in 2017, the Modified level was created to bridge the gap between the Training and Preliminary levels and to help provide a better preparation for 
athletes and horses progressing from the lower levels to upper levels. The goal of proposing the additional qualification requirements of two MERs at Modified 
is to promote safety and encourage optimal preparation for the Athletes and Horses moving to the Preliminary and CCI2* level. We have seen an increased 
number of falls (roughly 35% increase in percentage of falls per starter) at the Preliminary level since 2021 to substantiate this change.

The inclusion of Modified in competition offerings over the past 5 years has increased to 194 competitions with 2,442 starters in 2023 with representation in 9 
of 10 Areas. The proposed rule would go into effect December 1, 2025, to allow for a phased implementation with the intention of allowing competitors and 
organizers time to prepare and plan accordingly for the changes. Below is a chart of how the eligibility requirements fit into the overall current MER structure:

Training

· Athlete Requirements N/A

· Horse Requirements N/A

Modified

· Athlete Requirements 2 MERs at Training or higher

· Horse Requirements N/A

Preliminary

· Athlete Requirements 6 MERs at Training or higher

· Horse Requirements 4 MERs at Training or higher

Intermediate

· Athlete Requirements 6 MERs at Preliminary or higher

· Horse Requirements 4 MERs at Preliminary or higher

Advanced

· Athlete Requirements 6 MERs at Intermediate or higher

· Horse Requirements 4 MERs at Intermediate or higher

CCI1*

· Athlete Requirements 1 MER at Modified or higher

· Horse Requirements 1 MER at Modified or higher

CCI2*-S

· Athlete Requirements 1 MER at Preliminary or higher

· Horse Requirements 1 MER at Preliminary or higher

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Alison Lloyd

alloyd@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions
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Draft 2: It was noted during discussion that the Effective Date on the coversheet is 12/1/2024. 
However, the correct Effective Date is 12/1/2025 as stated in the proposal to allow time for 
implementation.

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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APPENDIX 2 - PARTICIPATION IN HORSE TRIALS 

3. LEVELS OF HORSE TRIALS AND EVENTS 

3.5 PRELIMINARY (P) - Open to competitors from the beginning of the calendar year of their 14th 
birthday, on horses five years of age or old er. The Alhl ete mu st have obtained an MER at six Horse Trials 
at the Training level or higher. Beginning December 1, 2025, the Athlete must have obtained on MER at 

~ five Horse Trials at the Training level or higher and on MER at tiw one Horse Trials at the 
Modified level or higher. The Horse must have obtained an MER at four Horse Trials at the Training level 
or high er : One of the four ME Rs mu st be as a combination. Alhl etes with more than 10 ME Rs at the 
Preliminary level or higher are exempt from one MER in combination. Athletes with 20 or more MERs at 
the Preliminary level or higher: The Horse mu st have obtained an MER at two Horse Trials at the Training 
level or higher or one MER at a Horse Trial at the Training level or higher in combination with the 
Ath lete. 



EV115.5     Tracking #194-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The above General Rule Change proposals would go into effect on December 1, 2024. As our field of play is too large to be covered by a Ground Jury, the 
use of footage must be permitted for Eventing. It is not practical that only footage from a videographer or production company can be used during cross-
country due to the expense to organizers. Therefore, video and or pictures from fence judges must be admissible.  The General Rule proposal does not 
contemplate still photography but that can also be a valuable assessment tool for the Ground Jury.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Amber Braun

abraun@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
GR 150 (078-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: While the Council supports the general intent of the proposal, it feels that the proponent 
needs to narrow the scope of this proposal and add language to ensure the proposal aligns with the 
intent. Specifically, it needs to be clear that unaltered video footage or photographs are only 
permitted if supplied by a duly appointed jump judge or other duly appointed representative of the 
competition. The Council would recommend approval of this proposal if the wording is changed to 
read: “As an exception to GR1219, and in addition to Official Video as defined in GR150, unaltered 
video or still photography captured by a duly appointed jump judge or other duly appointed 
competition representative is permitted for consideration by the Ground Jury and Technical 
Delegate for a field of play decision.”

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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EV115/nquiries, Protests, and Appeals 

5. \ADEO. As an exception to GR1219, and in addition to Official Video as defined in GR150, 
unaltered video or still photography is permitted for consideration by the Ground Jury and 
Technical Delegate for a cross-country field of play decision. 



EV135.2     Tracking #195-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The proposed change is to confirm that it is permissible to alter the direction of the markers on the warm-up fences. However, in an effort to ensure this is 
done in the safest manner possible additional language is proposed. The direction must be consistent for all warm-up fences for the Preliminary level and 
below. It is felt that due to more the experienced level of athletes at the Intermediate and above, that the direction may be altered for individual jumps. It is 
important to be able to change the direction in order to provide the best warm-up possible – e.g., based on lighting, crowd placement, etc.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Amber Braun

abraun@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
EV 135 (196-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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EV135 Exercising and Warmup Areas 
2. EXERCISE AREAS 

d. The warm up area for Show Jumping must include at least two adjustable oxers and two adjustable 
vertical practice fences. The direction of the markers for individual practice fences may be altered at 
the Intermediate level or higher. The direction of all practice fences must be consistent for the 
Preliminary level and below. 



EV135.2     Tracking #196-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The proposed changes are aimed at providing more flexible warm-up fence options to provide a safer and more accommodating warm-up environment.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Eventing Amber Braun

abraun@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
EV 135 (195-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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EV135 Exercising and Warm up Areas 

2. EXERCISE AREAS 

d . For the Training levels and below, the warmup area for Show Jumping must include at least two 
adjustable oxers and two adjustable vertical practice fences. For Modified levels and above, the 
warmup area for Show Jumping must include at least four Obstacles which are capable of being 
set as spreads. IMlere space or materials are limited for al/ levels, and with the permission of the 
Technical Delegate, the warmup may contain three Obstacles which are capable of being set as 
spreads. 

e. The warmup area for Cross-Country must in elude at least ~ two adjustable fe11Ges, i11Gludi11g at 
feart one 0¥erc7P2b'e of beic,g ret 2r spreads: Obstacles capable of being set as spre.ads and one 
solid Cross-Country type Obstacle. W,ere space or materials are limited, and with the permission of the 
Technical Delegate, oilhor Gr OOlh 11<oas the warmup may contain at least lllre9 one adjuslable 
Obstacle capable of being set as a spread and one solid Cross-Country type Obstacle. 



RD107.2     Tracking #197-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To update the specifications on what is an appropriate bike for competition. The Roadster committee and ARHPA have been working closely throughout the 
last year to make key updates throughout the chapter to continue improving the safety of the sport. By not outlining what is an appropriate sized bike, it poses 
a safety issue. If a competitor were to compete on a bike with a seat that is not wide enough, the bike could flip. It is important to add additional language so 
competitors can ensure they are using a bike safe for competition.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Roadster Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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RD107 Appoin1ments 

1. Harness. 

a. Blinkers of square pattern, snaffle bit and attached overcheck-rein (check b~ optional); 
breast collar with straight-flaps, w~h traces made round with flat ends; (for pairs, collars of 
the English pattern are used); martingale are required. Breechings must be used in all 
Wagon classes. Protective boots on front feet are allowed. 
b. In Roadster Horse to Bike and Roadster Horse to Wagon classes (not Roadster Pony 
classes) the overcheck must remain attached to the water hook until class is tied . In the 
event that the check breaks or comes off, the entry must use a timeout in accordance with 
GR833 to reattach the check. If the check breaks or comes off a second time the horse must 
not be allowed to continue performing unchecked and must be excused from the ring by the 
judge(s). If a horse is excused under these circumstances they will be qualified for the 
championship in accordance with GR809.3. 

2. Vehicles. Roadclerc cl:iall Be cl:iowR te a i3il,e, Road \0/agon or i3ug g,r of Gaff;e,, ct,rle. All "et:iiclec 
ct:ioulel Be of good appoaFanco and ctabili~. l=loFce islil,oc FR1:1ct bo of ctandarel ci~e of at least 46" 
widt~ ,.,~~ a dQuble seab Roadster horse and Roadster ponies must be shown to a bike, 
road wagon, or buggy of Caffrey style. All vehicles should be of good appearance and 
stability. Horse bikes must be a standard size of at least 44" wide with a double seat of a 
minimum of 28". Pony bikes must be a standard size of at least 40" wide with a double 
seat of a minimum of 20". If the judge deems the vehicle to be unsafe, the entry must be 
excused from the ring by the judge(s). If the entry is excused under these circumstances they will 
be qualified for the championship in accordance with the procedure outlined in GR809.3 
Performance Championships. In order to compete in the championship, the vehicle must be 
compliant with the rules. 



RD105.3     Tracking #198-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

For safety reasons, ponies must remain checked. The current rule does not clearly state that horses/ponies must remain checked during all times other than 
when a workout may be called for. In addition, ponies were originally omitted from this language; however, the intention was for ponies to follow the same 
standard. The proposal also seeks to clean up inconsistent langauge where attendant and headers are used interchangeably. In instances where header is 
used, it will be replaced with attendant to align with the Hackney chapter and to provide consistent langauge for exhibitors. If a pony becomes unchecked, it 
may become a safety issue.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Roadster Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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RD105 General 
1. Roadsters must enter the ring clockwise at a jog-trot then show at the Road Gait turn counter 

clockwise at the jog-trot, show at the Road Gait and then trot at speed. Judges must emphasize 
that Roadsters are to be shown at three distinct speeds. 

2. In Roadster horse and pony performance classes when the judge calls for the line up, exhibitors 
must continue in a counter-clockwise direction to bring their entries to the line up. Judge(s) shall 
penalize entries that do not comply. 

3. It is very important to emphasize that Roadster horses/ponies must trot solidly down the straight 
away as well as around the h.Jrns. Horses/ponies must be shown on the rail at all times except 
when passing and should go to the far end of every corner without side reining; should be light 
mouthed, capable of being taken up at any time, and stand well when being judged in the center of 
the ring. Any horse/pony not in compliance, that is determined by the judge (s) to be a safety risk 
must be excused. 

4. Any driver, rider, horse or pony in the Roadster division exhibiting inappropriate or dangerous 
behavior or whose actions would in any way threaten the safety of any other exhib~or, their entries, 
or the safety of class officials must be immediately eliminated from the class by the judge. When 
eliminating a driver, rider, horse, or pony due to inappropriate or dangerous behavior, the judge 
must call the class to a stop and excuse the relevant driver, rider, horse, or pony from the ring . 
Once the eliminated driver, rider, horse, or pony has exited the ring, the judge may resume the 
class. When showing a Roadster to Bike or Wagon, the driver must sit on the inside of the seat and 
hold the bight end of the reins in hand. When showing to the bike, both feet must remain in the 
stirrups while showing, except for while standing in the lineup. Any driver who fails to comply with 
the above will be considered to be exhib~ing dangerous behavior as described above and must 
immediately be eliminated from the class by the judge. It is the judge's responsibility to ensure that 
safety requirements are followed at all times. 

5. In Roadster horse and pony classes, performance at all three gaits must be judged. In the event 
of a workout, it will be judged as a separate class and horses/ponies must be tied for placings 
being considered in that workout. Workouts may be called for by the judge(s) for any or all placings. 
All horses/ponies chosen for a workout must be worked both ways of the ring at all gaits listed in 
the class specifications. An exhibitor choosing to not complete the workout for any reason, including 
broken tack, a horse/pony becomes uncheck, loss of shoe, or concern for the wefare of the 
horse/pony, has the option of lining up and receiving the last ribbon awarded in the workout. If two 
or more horses/ponies retire from a workout, these entries will be placed in reverse order of 
retirement. In the event of a simultaneous with drawal of a workou~ the placings will go to the fall of 
the cards. An exhibitor is entitled to request only one five-minute time out per class, including 
workout (See GR833). 

6. When ~Q,ses Roadsters are lined up, no attendant is permitted and driver shall not leave their 
vehicle except for necessary adjustments. The driver may, however, uncheck and stand at horse's 
head when left in the center of the ring while a part of the class is on the rail for a workout. °"""'9 
tt:ie liRe 1:1p, t:ioadeFG aFe porR=iiUod iR Amat01:-1r. badies AFRat01:1r. aRd J1:,1H0Ril0 Road l=iorse &lassos. 
In Amateur and Youth Road Horse classes, attendants are permitted in the lineup. The 
horse must remain checked, and the check must not be adjusted. Attendants are permffted 
to hold the horse, except when the judge(s) walks to the horse in the lineup. ne ~eade, "'"st 
Rot touct.:i U:ie eRll=y e~Gopt tor caf.oty i:eacoRs. During a workout the attendant t.:ieador may uncheck 
and hold the entry. HQ111e,,e,, Wien the workout is over the horse must be rechecked . aod t~e 
alteodaot r:Rasl r:RQ1'9 a"'a'I fl:Q,-,, t~e ~Q,se. The attendant must lake no action that would affect the 
performance of any animal. 

7. [ .. . ) 
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RD107 Appoin1ments 

1. Harness. 

a. Blinkers of square pattern, snaffle bit and attached overcheck-rein (check b~ optional); 
breast collar with straigh~flaps, w~h traces made round with flat ends; (for pairs, collars of 
the English pattern are used); martingale are required . Breechings must be used in all 
Wagon classes. Protective boots on front feet are allowed. 
b. In Roadster Horse/Pony to Bike and Roadster Horse/Pony to Wagon classes (Aol 
R9adstor P9ny classos) the overcheck must remain attached lo the water hook until class is 
tied . In the event that the check breaks or comes off, the entry must use a timeout in 
accordance w~h GR833 to reatlach the check. If the check breaks or comes off a second 
time the horse/pony must not be allowed lo continue performing unchecked and must be 
excused from the ring by the judge(s). If a horse/pony is excused under these 
circumstances they will be qualified for the championship in accordance with GR809.3. 

RD110 Roadster Horse to Bike 
1. [ .. . ) 
5. YOUTH AMATEUR. Manners for the horse will be emphasized as a major requirement to ensure 
safety. Judges must immediately excuse any horse that acts as if it may be more horse than the driver 
can handle. Protective headgear is required . See GR801.4, .7 and .8. AJe of the exhibilor will be 15-21. 
Classes conlaining more than 10 entries will be split. laloadors Attendants will be allowed for these 
classes. To be shown first at a jog-trot and road gait, then reversed and shown at a jog-trot, road gai~ and 
then at speed. To be judged on manners, performance, quality, and speed. 
6. YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIP. To be eligible horses must have been entered shown and judged in a 
qualifying Youth class. Manners for the horse will be emphasized as a major requirement to ensure 
safety. Judges must immediately excuse any horse that acts as if it may be more horse than the driver 
can handle. Protective headgear is required . See GR801.4, .7 and .8. AJe of the exhibilor will be 15-21. 
Classes conlaining more than 10 entries will be split. laloadors Attendants will be allowed for these 
classes. To be shown first at a jog-trot and road gait, then reversed and shown at a jog-trot, road gai~ and 
then at speed. To be judged on manners, performance, quality, and speed. 
7. [ .. . ) 

RD112 Roadster Horse Under Saddle 
1. [ .. . ) 
3. YOUTH AND YOUTH CHAMPION SHIP. Riders to be 15-21 years of age. To be shown first at a jog-trot 
and road gait, then reversed and shown at a jog-trot, road gai~ and then at speed. laloadors Attendants 
will be allowed for these classes. To be judged on manners, performance, quality, and speed. Manners for 
the horse will be emphasized as a major requirement lo ensure safety. Judges must immediately excuse 
any horse that acts if it may be more horse than the rider can handle. Protective headgear is required . 
See GR801.4, .7 and .8. 
4. [ .. . ) 

RD114 Roadster Ponies 
1. Classes for Roadster ponies lo Bike are restricted to ponies 13 hands (52' and under). If entries 

warrant two sections may be offered : a) Roadster Ponies to Bike 50' and under; b) Roadster 
Ponies lo Bike over 50' but not lo exceed 52' . If two sections are offered, compet~ion 
management may offer a championship/stake for each section. In Under Saddle classes and 
Roadster Pony lo Wagon classes entries may not exceed 54'. Ponies may not be shown in a 
performance class unless the owner possesses a current Measurement Card or valid 
Measurement Form issued by the Federation (see GR502). 

2. During the line up in classes restricted lo Junior Exhibilors and Amateurs, one attendant is 
permitted lo head the pony. Tt.:ie aUondant i:iu,1st not &Qych tl::ie enlPJ exsept far safet,, ~asons. 
Ow:ing a worke1.1t lf.:le attendant R=iay unct.:ieGk and l:iold U:ie enlry. The ponies must remain 
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checked, and the check must not be adjusted. Attendants are permitted to hold the pony, 
except when the judge(s) walks to the pony in the lineup. If an acklitional workout is called, 
ponies not in the workout may be unchecked. Howeue~, Wien the workout is over the pony 
must be rechecked . aRd tt::ie alteRdanl R1U&l i:rioi•e away kgi:R ttio pony_ The attendant must take no 
action that would affect the performance of any animal. 

3. [ .. . ) 



DC907.1     Tracking #199-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

In an effort to expand the sport for a new younger demographic by including an opportunity for younger drivers that are already showing in Short Format 
events the chance to compete more often. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DC907 Minimum Age - Athletes and Grooms 

1. A;Je: 
A;Je is determine<! from the beginning of the calendar year in which the athlete or groom reaches the 
designated age. See GR103. Failure to comply with any part of this DC entails disquali ication of the 
athlete. 
1.1. Minimum age of Alhletes for Combine<! Tests or Combine<! Driving Events: 

Cb&& AU Ciii i&iQRS 

l=h;u:se l:91.11: iR l:iaRd 1B yeeu:s 

lciQ,&9 Pai, 1S yeeu:s 
~oi:se Sii:igle 14 ;ye•11:s 
129R~ 1=,u.11: iR l:iaRd 

~RY '2aii: 
14 years 

~R)' Single 14 years 
I 

i3eginner. +raining & '4eliFRina~1 
I9l•els QRI¥: Mioi"'""' l J ¥ea,s 

Class M vance<l & I nterme<liate 

I 
Preliminary, Training & 

Beginner 
Horse Four-in-hand 18years 

Horse Pair 16 years 
Horse Single 14 years I 12 years 
Pony Four-in-hand 

Pony Pair 
14 years 

Pony Single 44 12 years I 10 years 

2. A;Je of Grooms: 
2.1 Athletes under the age of 18 years must be accompanie<l by a groom(s) of 18 years or older. 
22 Athletes of 18 years and above must be accompanie<l by a groom(s) of 14 years or older. 
2.3 Para-Equestrian Alhletes: 

The groom must be over 18 years old . The Alhlete must ensure that the groom has knowle<lge in 
driv ing. 

3. General: Failure to comply with any part of this rule will result in the disqualification of the athlete. 



DC905.2     Tracking #200-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

This clarification corrects the rulebook to reflect what is in place already at competitions, and correct two inconsistencies in the rulebook. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DC905 Official Resul ts 

1. Results are "official' as soon as they have been signe<l by the Ground Jury and publishe<l on the 
official board at the Show Office. 

2. Inquiries, Protests and Appeals 

2.1 Inquiries 

The compet~or or a parent or guardian of a competitor under 18 years old may inquire about any 
percew e<l scoring issues, field of play incidents, or errors in scoring during the course of the competition 
and up to 45 minutes after the results are official. Such inquiries must be addresse<l to the Technical 
Delegate or a member of the Ground Jury within the specifie<l time frame in order to be considere<l and 
will follow the protest proce<lure below. 

2.2 Submitting Protests 

Protests are only permitte<l concerning scoring issues or field of play incidents (except in the case of 
scoring recording errors, which may be correcte<l imme<liately upon discovery at any time). The 
competitor or a parent or guardian of a compet~or under 18 years old may submit a protest against 
results or provisional results up to AS.30 minutes after the results are official. Protests must be subm~ted 
in wr~ing within the specifie<l time frame to the Technical Delegate, accompanied by a fee of $50.00 made 
payable to the Organizer, which will be refunde<l if the protest is upheld. 



DC913.1     Tracking #201-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

This rule change would allow more options for groom locations on different types of carriages. By doing this, we would encourage more Drivers to use grooms 
for safety and potential assistance where applicable in the rules. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DC913 Dress, safety, and whips 

1. Dress in Dressage and cones on a dressage carriage 
1.1 The dress of athletes and grooms must conform to the style of the carriage and harness used. 
12 Jackets or national dress, driving aprons, hats, and gloves are obligatory for athletes. Para 

Driving athletes from nominated profiles may compete with no gloves or adapted gloves but must 
have this noted on the FEI Masterlist or their Federation dispensation following classification 
evaluation. 

1.3 Grooms must wear jackets or national dress, hats, and gloves. 
1.4 In cones, grooms must remain seated in their dedicated seat. The first infraction of this rule will 

incur 5 penalties, second infraction will incur 10 penalties and the third infraction will result in 
Elimination. 

1.4. 1 For laegiRRei:. Training, f21:&lir=RinaPJ, and I ntei:rROdiate loi1ols when a r=Rarathon cai:i:iago is 1:1sed 
in cones. lf:ie groom san eitt:ior s~ or san sland centered 901:!inEJ tl:ie elri1tor anel FRl-lGt reFRain 
slationaPJ in that pos~ion thr.GYghout tho Gourse. For Beginner, Training, Preliminary, and 
Intermediate levels when a marathon ca"iage is used in dressage or cones, the groom may 
either sit or stand centered behind the driver and must remain stationary in that position 
throughout the test/course. 
1.5 The President of the Ground Jury may decide that: 

Jackets may be removed in excessively hot and humid weather; cooling vests may be worn in 
excessw ely hot weather at except at the times when body protectors are mandatory; or 
Wet weather clothing may be worn and aprons not required in wet weather. 

1.6 Penalties for improper dress are stated under Rules DC941 and DC 965. In Cones, it is 
compulsory for all persons to wear a properly fastened protectwe headgear. Failure to comply 
results in immediate Elimination from the Cones compet~ion. See GR801. An athlete and/or 
groom who loses their headgear or whose chin strap becomes unfastened while on course must 
recover and replace it, and/or immediately refasten it. In such case, the jury will sound the 
whistle/bell, and stop the time. The athlete will receive 5 penalties and must halt to retrieve their 
headgear and/or refasten the chin strap. An athlete who continues with a chin strap incorrectly 
fastened or unfastened will be eliminated unless the circumstances rendered it unsafe for the 
athlete to immediately stop in order to correct the issue. 

1.7 Al Short Format Driving Events, DC 913.1.1 - 1.3 & 1.5 do not apply as formal attire is not 
required . Neat attire is required; and shorts are not permitted in any phase. 

2. Dress in Marathon and Combined Marathon 
2.1 Less formal dress is acceptable in Marathon for the athlete and grooms. Shorts are not permitted . 

Infringement will incur 10 penalties per person. 
22 From the In-Harness horse inspection until the end of the Cool down, athletes and grooms must 

wear securely fastened protective headgear, and a back protector in the Marathon Sections. See 
GR801. 

2.3 During the Section A. Controlled Warm-up, Warm-up Obstacle and Section B, failure to wear 
such Protectwe Headgear and back/body protector will result in elimination. 

2.4 During the In-Harness Inspection, Halt area and Cool Down area, failure to wear such Protective 
Headgear and back/body protector where and when required after being notified by an Official to 
do so, will result in a Yellow Warning Card being issued to the athlete. 

2.5 Medical armbands are strongly recommended. 
2.6 When a body/back protector is required, air protector can be used combined with a real back or 

body protector but never without. 
3. Dress for Juniors 
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3.1 At all times, while on a carriage, junior athletes must wear a body protector and a securely 
fastened protective headgear. Infringement will result in elimination. See GR801. 

32 Ou ring horse inspections, it is strongly recommended for juniors to wear securely fastened 
protective headgear. 

4. Whip for Dressage and Cones 
4.1 The athlete must carry a driving whip. 
42 An athlete must enter the arena with a whip in hand or incur 5 penalty points. 
4.3 If an athlete drops or puts down their whip, when in the arena, or if it is not held in the hand, they 

will incur 5 penalty points. 
4.4 The whip, W dropped, need not be replaced and the athlete may finish without a whip. However 

the groom may hand the athlete a spare whip and without any further penalty. 
4.5 Para Driving athletes from nominated profiles may compete with the whip held or used by a 

groom, but must have this noted on the FEI Masterlist or their Federation dispensation following 
classification evaluation. 

5. Whip for Marathon, Modified Marathon and Combined Marathon 
The whip can only be used by the athlete. Failure to comply will incur 20 penalties. 
5.1 Para Driving athlete from nominated profiles may compete w~h the whip held or used by groom 

but must have this noted on the FEI Masterlist or their Federation dispensation following 
classification evaluation. 



DC916.2     Tracking #202-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Through this clarification, the rules would be able to protect equines from overuse at Short Format Events. The current rule is unclear on the number of 
obstacles and marathon starts during the competition. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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DC916 Number of Horses 

1. The correct number of horses stipulate<! for each class must be drw en throughout each competition. 
Alhletes may not remove one or more horses during a compet~ion and continue with less than the 
number stipulate<! for their class. 

2. A horse may only lake part once in each competition. 
2.1 Al Short Format Driving Events, horses/ponies may take part in more than one competition phase 
or entry as long as the horses/ponies do not excee<l any of the following: 
a. more than two driv en dressage tests in one day; or 
b. more than two cones courses in one day; or 
c. more than • five marathon obstacles over the course of one 9"-lwe days. 
The Technical Delegate must approve all horses/ponies that will compete in more than one entry. 

3. Failure to comply with any part of this rule will result in elimination. 



DC921.1     Tracking #203-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

This rule change allows Drivers increased carriage options for competitions, while also reducing the possibility for incorrect carriage measurements. Through 
rule changes like this on carriages, we are able to decrease barriers to entry for the sport. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DC921 Permitted Carriages 

1 For all diYisioRs iR Ci:essage aRd Cones, eitf:ier di:ettage or r:r:iai:atl::ion san:iages of appropriate widtl::is 
a,o po"nil lod fsoo DC 922). For all divisions in Dressage and Cones, either dressage or 
marathon ca"iages of appropriate widths are permffted. The same ca"iage must be used in 
both phases, should an incident occur to the carriage, the POJ has discretion to allow a 
different carriage to be used for the different phase. 

2. Only marathon carriages are permitte<l for Marathon phase. For M vance<l, marathon carriages must 
be the appropriate weight (see DC 922). 



DC922.1     Tracking #204-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

By increasing the penalty for Driving on competition grounds without breeching, we hope to increase safety for all single turnouts, responsibility of Drivers, and 
the general public on showgrounds. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DC922 Weights and Dimensions 

1. General 
1.1 When the carriage has no brakes, breeching is compulsory. For all single horses and ponies 

breeching is compulsory at all times. FailuFe te somply 61 1:1FiRS sempetitioR will Fesult in elimination 
3Rd failai:e 19 GOl'Rply oat Q/ GOl'RpetitioR will "3&alt iR 3 Yellow W,uRiRg Cai:d Failure to comply 
will result in elimination. 

12 No part of a carriage may be wider than the outside track width, with the exception of hub caps, 
mud guards and the splinter bar for carriages used in Dressage and Cones. 

1.3 The track width of all carriages is measured at ground level on the widest part of the rear wheels. 
1.4 Athletes whose carriages do not conform to the required weights or measurements will be 

eliminated from the relevant competition. 
1.5 At Short Format Driving Events, minimum carriage weights do not apply for any division or class. 

2. Carriages for Para-Equestrian Driving: 
2.1 Carriages suitable for the athletes with disabilities must be used and carriages for Para-Driving 

Singles may be 2 or 4-wheeled. 
22 The Technical Delegate may refuse the use of a carriage, but must give the reason for the 

refusa l. 
3. Carriages used in Dressage and Cones must comply w~h the following: 

3.1 For Intermediate, Preliminary, Training, and Beginner levels, the requirement for a groom with a 
single turnout is at the discretion of the Organizer. Exception: All Para-Driving h.Jrnouts must always 
have a groom while on the carriage. 

Class Wieels Grooms 
Minimum Width for 
M vanced 

Horse Four-in-Hand 4 2 behind 158cm 

Pony Four-in-Hand 4 2 behind 138cm 

Small Pony or \/SE Four-in-
4 1 behind n/a 

Hand 

Horse Pair 4 1 behind 148cm 

Pony Pair 4 1 behind 138cm 

Horse Single 2 or 4 1 behind or beside 138cm 

Pony Single 2 or 4 1 behind or beside 138cm 

Small Pony or \/SE Single 2 or 4 1 behind or beside, if n/a 
used (ref.DC 922.3) 

For Intermediate, Preliminary, Training, and Beginner levels, no minimum width is required . 
3.2 Artif icial extensions to increase the measured width of a carriage are not permitted in Cones. 

4. Carriages used in Marathon must comply with the following: 
Minimum 

Class Wheels Weight for Grooms Minimum Width 
M vanced 

Horse Four-in-Hand 4 600kg 2 behind 125cm 
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Pony Four-in-Hand 4 300kg 2 behind 125cm 

Small Pony or \/SE Four-in-
4 n/a 1 behind n/a Hand 

Horse Pair 4 350kg 1 behind 125cm 

Pony Pair 4 225kg 1 behind 125cm 

Horse Single 4 150kg 1 behind 125cm 

Pony Single 2 or 4 90kg 
1 behind or 

125cm 
beside 

Small Pony or \/SE Single 2 or 4 n/a 1 beside or n/a 
behind 

4.1 For lntermedia le, Preliminary, Training, and Beginner levels, no minimum weight is required. 

42 In Marathon, all carriages will be measured before the slart of section A/Controlled Warm-up and 
the same carriage must be used for all sections. 

4.3The President of the Ground Jury may decide l any Advanced carriages will be weighed after 
Marathon. 



DC924.1     Tracking #205-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

By changing the requirements on tires for carriages, we hope to decrease the barriers to entry for the sport. Carriages can be a signicant investment for new 
Drivers; by allowing pneumatic tires and applicable wire spoked wheels at lower levels of competition we can make the sport more accesible. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DC924 lires 

1 12Rea<RatiG or air filled, tires are ROI per<Ritted. Pneumatic tires are permffted for Beginner, 
Training, Preliminary, and Intermediate divisions, Short Format Driving Events (all divisions) 
and Para-Equestrian Driving. The use of wire spoke wheels is limited to use in the Beginner 
and Training divisions, at the discretion of the OC and approved by the TD and Ground Jury. 

2. IA all GO<Rpetilioos Should an athlete use a ca"iag& <RYSl be filled with iron or solid rubber tireg, 
4M, the outer surface of the tire must be smooth. Failure to comply results in elimination. 

3. EXGeptioRs: PRourRatic tires ai:e porR1itled iR ShoR ForR1at CriYiRg IE"ORts (all d~1isions}, Para 
Eq1.1estrian Criiiing, and £Qr tho l raining and laeginner divisions at any 8"0nt 



DC928.2     Tracking #206-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

In order to streamline the sharing system of both carriages and grooms, this change allows reasonable accomodation without delaying the competition 
schedule. By allowing scheduling flexibility, competitors are granted the opportunity to assit others during the Marathon competition.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DC928 Participation 

1. Method of Driving 
Alhletes may use any method or style of driving. 

2. The Alhletes and Grooms 
2.1 Each athlete must drive the same horse(s) in all phases of the compet~ion, except where a 

subst~ution was decided in compliance with the rules. See DC931. 
2. 1.1 In National Championships, an athlete or groom may compete only one turnout in a 

USEF National Championship. If a driver wishes to enter more than one turnout in a USEF 
National Championship class, one hour before the beginning of the scheduled first horse 
inspection ("the jog"), the competitor must declare which of their turnouts is participating in 
the Championship. 

2. 12 When participating in a National Championship, athletes and grooms with multiple entries 
must complete the Championship entry before the non-Championship entry in Marathon. 
Accepting multiple entries will be at the discretion of the Organizer, W scheduling permits. 

22 For Intermediate, Preliminary, Training, and Beginner levels, the requirement for a groom w~h a 
Single or VSE turnout is at the discretion of the Organizer. Exception: All Para-Driving turnouts 
must always have a groom while on the carriage. 

A 3 Cep0RdiR9 OR tt::ie sshod1.1lo, aR athlete caR coR1pole tuiGe aRd in addition, tho3/ can act as 
gi:ooFR. Att:ilatoc can coFRpote FRore IRan once ac atl:ilate or grooFR, c1:-19j0ct to 0"0At cst:ieeluling 
reqairei:neots. In Dressage and Cones, Athletes may compete more than once as athlete 
or groom, subject to event scheduling requirements. In Marathon, no individual person 
may complete the course more than twice in the role of Athlete or Groom. 
2.3.1. At ShoR ForR1at CriYing E"onts, IRore ic RQ liR1it to the participation of athletes or grooi=Rs 
other than wt::iat the Oi:gani.ier san aGGOR1R1odate in the cct::ied1:1l0. In Marathon Short Format 
Driving Events, no individual person may complete the course more than three times in 
the role of Athlete or Groom. 

2.4 Groom(s) may participate several times in all competitions, as per 2.3. 
2.5 The athlete is the only person allowed to handle the reins, use whip and brake throughout each 

competition. Each contravention of this rule, even if to prevent an accident, will result in 20 
penalties. However, a groom may handle the reins and brake w~hout penalty in all competitions 
provided the vehicle remains stationary. 

2.5.1 Para Driving Alhletes from nominated profiles may compete with the whip held or used by 
groom, the brake operated by the groom, and the groom holding the finger loop but must 
have this noted on the FB Masterlist or their Federation dispensation following classification 
evaluation. 

2.6 No person may be tied to the carriage in any way during the compet~ions. An athlete may be 
secured by rope, webbing or belt provided one end is held by a groom and not wrapped or 
fastened to the carriage in any way. Failure to comply will result in elimination. 

2.6.1 Para Driving: A Para Driver may be attached on the carriage for support with a lap belt or 
a 4 point bel~ but there must be a quick release system attended by a groom at all times. For 
Para-Equestrian drivers, in addition refer to Annex 10. 

2.7 Substitution of a groom during the Marathon competition is not permitted under any 
circumstances, and will incur elimination of the athlete. 

2.8 In Dressage (as part of the test) and Cones, athletes will be required to salute the Jury, unless 
time or layout of the course prevents it. 

2.9 Passengers may not ride on the carriage during any competition. 
2.10 Each time an athlete dismounts they will incur 20 penalties. 
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2.11 Athletes will incur penalties each time one or both grooms dismount. 5 penalties on the first 
occasion, 10 penalties on the second occasion, on the third occasion the athlete is eliminated, 
except in Marathon ( see DC948). 

2.1 2 Para-equestrian athletes are allowed to compete using compensating aids in accordance with 
their respective degree of disability, with degree of disability as certl ied by the Federation. See 
Annex 10. 

2.13 Prize-giving ceremonies might be done either on the carriages or on foot, according to the 
approve Prize List 



DC930.2     Tracking #207-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

In order to decrease the barriers to entry for the sport, this change allows flexibility in the type of carriage used for each phase of competition. The change 
also encourages the use of grooms on carriage for safety measures. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DC930 Outside assistance 

1. Definition 

Any physical inteivention by a third party, not riding on the carriage, whether solicited or no~ with the 
object of facil~ating the task of the athlete or helping their horses, is considered to be outside assistance. 

2. Prohibited outside assistance 

2.1 Dressage and Cones: 

2.1.1 Any athlete who has received physical outside assistance may be eliminated by the Ground Jury. 

2.12 IA Qi:ossage, gmoi=R& R=IU&t i:e1+1aiR sealed iR tt::ioir pi:gper pos~ions bot.,eon entei:ing and loa,, ing U:ie 
arena, they are not permitted to handle the reins: or the whip (will io c1 ,r 20 penalties:) For Oressage, 
gi:oorR& ai:e nol allowed fQ speak or indiGate the sourse to tt:io aU::ilete (will ins,,u 10 penalties}. Howoi•m. 
tt.:io Q1=99R1 i=Ray l.:iandlo tl.:ie i:oins, whip, and brake witl.:iout penally f)l=Ql' idod lf.:lo san:iage i:oi=Rains 
st2tioo2ry In Dressage, grooms must remain seated in their proper positions between entering and 
leaving the arena, they are not permitted to handle the reins or the whip (will incur 20 penalties). 
For Dressage, grooms are not allowed to speak or indicate the course to the athlete (will incur 10 
penalties). However, the groom may handle the reins, whip, and brake without penalty pl'<Yolided 
the ca"iage remains stationary. l4flen using a Marathon ca"iage, the groom may stand during 
dressage provided they do not influence the direction of the carriage. Grooms must remain in the 
same stationary position throughout the test. 

2.1.3 Exceptions: 

a. If the bell has been rung by the President of the Jury and the athlete has failed to hear the bell; the 
groom may advise the athlete that the bell has been rung . 

b. In the Beginner and Training divisions at Short Format Driving Events, verbal outside assistance is 
allowed in any competition phase, including Dressage. The groom or an outside assistant standing by the 
arena may call out the dressage test for Beginner and Training level classes w~hout any penalty. 
Electronic communication equipment may also be used as long as only one earphone is used at a time 
while on the carriage. 

2.1.4 Athletes and grooms may not use any form of electronic communication equipment during 
Dressage and Cones, subject to elimination. See 930.2.1.3.bfor an exception for the Beginner and 
Training div isions at Short Format Driving Events. 

2.1.5 Para Driving Athletes from nominated profiles may compete w~h the whip held or used by groom, 
and/or the groom holding the finger loop but must have this noted on the FEI Masterlist or their 
Federation dispensation following classification evaluation. 

2.1.6 Grooms of Para Driv ing Athletes must sit so that they can help in case of need. The Technical 
Delegate has the right to disapprove the pos~ion of the groom on the vehicle. 

2.2 Marathon: 

2.2.1 Obstacle obseiv ers, ground obseivers, time keepers, or any other officials may not give directions, 
advice, or information to the athlete, while they are on the course in Marathon, in order to assist them. 
Exceptions: see DC930.3. 
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2.22 Any athlete who has receive{! physical outside assistance by a third party not riding on the carriage 
will be eliminate<l by the Ground Jury. Exemption for turnouts without a groom •any capable person• may 
assis~ act as penalty for groom down. 

2.3 Penalties: see DC953. 

3. Permitte<l assistance 

The following are considere<l to be permitte<l outside assistance: 

Assistance during the halt and in neutral zones between sections. 

Assistance to avoid accidents. 

Assistance to horses as a result of an accident inside an obstacle, providing the grooms are dismounte<l . 

Assistance by the groom whereby a horse is le<l through an obstacle by the bridle ends of the reins while 
harnesse<l to the carriage in either Marathon or Cones, will incur 20 penalties for the assistance, in 
addition to the penalties for dismount 

For lnterme<liate, Preliminary, Training, and Beginner turnouts without a groom on the carriage, should 
groom assistance be nee<le<l, the athlete may slop and ask for such assistance from any capable person, 
who may then act as groom rendering the necessary help, and the turnout shall be penalize{! w~h the 
penalty for groom down. 



DC934.4     Tracking #208-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

While all USEF competitions currently operate with arena enclourses, this clarification clearly outlines those needs in the rulebook.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DC934 The Arena 

1. The Driven Dressage arena must be 1 00m x 40m or 80m x 40m, depending on the test The prize 
lists for all events must slate clearly which arena will be used for each Tesl 

2. Arenas must be laid out in accordance with Annexes 1, 2, or 3. 
3. Organizers must ensure that arrangements are in place so that spectators cannot approach closer 

than 5 meters from the edge of the arena. 
4. The arena enclosure ftself must consist of a low fence about 0.3 meters high and must be 

completely enclosed, except for the entrance at ' \II ". The width of the entrance must be at 
least four meters. 

5. There must be at least one suitable war~up area per Dressage arena which must be at least 
3200 square meters. 



EN107.1     Tracking #209-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The Endurance Sport Committee is requesting the attached changes for the Treatment Vet requirement rules, these changes provide for more flexibility with 
the position. Management would like the flexibility to utilize the treatment vet on the vet panel when the treatment vet is available and holds the required USEF
license. This will assist in providing a better event experience for both the athletes as well as the hired officials as it will allow for a more timely process when 
multiple combinations come into the vetting area at once. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Endurance Nicole Zerbee

nzerbee@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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SUBCHAPTER EN-2 COMPETITION 

EN 107 Competition Officials 

1. A Fe<leration License<! Endurance Competition must provide the following officials: 

a. Steward: M. leasl one Fe<leration license<! Endurance Steward is require<! . 

b. Veterinary Panel : The number of veterinarians on the Veterinary Panel is at the discretion of 
the Ride Manager base<! upon the number of entries in the ride, but always an odd number. If the 
entries are minimal, one (1) veterinarian is allowe<l to act as the entire ¼ terinary Panel. As the 
entry numbers increase and taking the safety and wefare of the horses into consideration the 
Veterinary Panel may include a total of three (3) or more veterinarians. 

c. Treatment Veterinarian: M. least one (1) additional veterinarian must be designated as the 
Treatment Veterinarian. This veterinarian ~ _must be present on competition grounds from 
the start of the Category through the final Best Cond~ion evaluation or the last horse competing 
on the course. whichever occurs later. Tl=iis " eteriR:11:iaR assisnod te tFoalFRent duties FRa,r not 90 
a i=ROrRbor of tho \/etsi:inar; 12anol dye to sr.oss sonbi=Rination or i:elated issyes. The Treabnent 
Veterinarian sl:lall must be a license<! graduate of an accre<lited veterinary school in good 
standing in their state of practice and must be license<! in the state( s) where the competition is 
being held. Subject to the approval of the Steward, so long as the Treatment Veterinarian is 
available, the Treatment Veterinarian may assist in conducting the veterinary inspections 
on the vet lanes if the number of horses a"iving simultaneously require the additional 
assistance. The Treatment Veterinarian must have the necessary USEF licensure to assist 
in conducting veterinary inspections. The Treatment Veterinarian's primary responsibility 
at all times is the treatment of horses and in the event a horse needs treatment, the 
Treatment Veterinarian must vacate the vet lane and resume responsibilities of the 
Treatment Veterinarian. 



DC944.2     Tracking #210-23     Draft #3      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 6/3/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

This change to the marathon charts helps follow the written rule more closely, especially taking into account equine fitness and weather conditions in the 
Controlled Warmup. Adjustments made the the Obstacle numbers, gate numbers, and obstacle markers sets the standard of usage for all 
licensed competitions. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DC944 The Course 

[ ... ) 

Section A c.ontrolle Section B 

DIVISION 
d Warm-
up 

of Course 

Distanc Horse Pony Sm. VSE ime Distanc forse Pony Sm. M,E # 
'..ates Marker 
nan 

e km Spee<ls Spee<ls Pony e km 3pee<l Spee<l Pony 
Obstacle ')bstacl 

s s e s 

Open 11·13 8-10 .,..up to 13 8-10 ) Blue 
M vance<l 

5-9 12-14 11-13 
JO 

5-9 14 13 i>-3-7 
TrianglE 

minutes 

Novice 10-12 8-10 !-t>-Up to 11-13 8-10 ) Orange 
6;:lvance<l 

5-9 11-13 10-12 
'0 

5-9 12-14 11-13 S-7--6 
Keysto, 

minutes 
e 

5 - 8 10-12 9-11 8-10 , -8 .... up to ,....5-9 12-14 11-13 10-12 8-10 i>-,L6 ) Red 

lnterme<lia te 
'0 Circle 

minutes 

, - 6 10-12 9-11 8-10 5-8 !e--Up to 5-7 12-14 11-13 10-12 8-10 o-6 • Green 

Preliminary 
JO Square 

minutes 

3 - 5 9-11 8-10 7-9 5-7 !-t>-Up to ~ 5-7 11-13 10-12 9-11 7-9 4-5 J Black 

rraining 
'0 Diamon 

d 
minutes 

Beginner .,..up to -6 11-13 10-12 9-11 7-9 4.5 IM!ite 
JO Square 

minutes 

5 - 8 10-12 9 - 11 !-t>-Up to ,-.ll...5-9 12-14 11-13 5--+-6 ) Red 

Para 
'0 Circle 

minutes 

2.1. Pace in Section A, B, and Controlle<l Warm-up is free for all div isions, except the beginner and 
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training division must only walk or trot in Section B including obstacles. 

In the Cool Down area, turnouts must only walk or hall 

3. Short Format Drwing Events - Modifie<l Marathon Section(s) 

Division Controlled Distance Horse Pony Sm. \/SE 
Warm-up km speeds speeds Pony speeds 
(optional) speeds 

Open ~Upto 3.5 - 7 13-14 12-13 12-13 8-10 
M vanced 30 

minutes 
Novice ~Upto 3.5 - 7 12-14 11-13 11-13 8-10 
M vanced 30 

minutes 
Intermediate ~Upto 3.5 - 7 12-14 11-13 10-12 8-10 

30 
minutes 

Preliminary ~Upto 3 - 6 12-14 11-13 10-12 8-10 
30 
minutes 

Training ~Upto 3 - 6 11-13 10-12 9-11 7.9 
30 
minutes 

Beginner ~ Upto 3 - 6 11-13 10-12 9-11 7.9 
30 
minutes 

Para ~Upto 3.5-7 12-14 11-13 
30 
minutes 

# of #of Course 
Obstacles Gates in Marker 

an 
Obstacle 

J.S5 6 Blue 
Triangle 

J.S5 6 Orange 
Keystone 

J.S-5 5 Red 
Circle 

J.S4 4 Green 
Square 

J.S4 3 Black 
Diamond 

~ 3 3 ~te 
Square 

3.5 5 Red 
Circle 



DC945.2     Tracking #211-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

By adding the lanuage on marked double lines, Course Designers now have additional resources in obstacle route planning for equine and competitior safety. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
DC 949 (212-23), DC 953 (213-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DC945 Obstacles in Section B 

1. Number of Obstacles 
1. 1 Refer to the chart in DC 944. 

2. Sketches of Obstacles 
Accurate sketches of each obstacle, showing the location of the compulsory gates, 
dislodgeable/detachable elements and entry/exit flags must be made available to athletes, team and 
event officials before the first inspection of the course. In order to avoid Athletes driving a 
dangerous and ,msafe route through an Obstacle, the Course Designer may di-aw a double 
line of any color on the course map and on the gro,md to indicate a track which cannot be 
cro,;sed at any time by an athlete. If the athlete crosses the area of the course marked by the 
double line, they will incur 20 penalty points. A Course Designer cannot di-aw more than 8 
double lines on the course map in total. The double lines to be used in the course must be 
di-awn on the ground at least 48 hours before the first start oft he Marathon competition. 



DC949.2     Tracking #212-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

This change adds the applicable penalty in conjunction with the DC 945 rule change.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
DC 945 (211-23), DC 953 (213-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DC949 Obstacle Penalties 

1. Pace in Obstacles 
Alhletes in the Preliminary division and above may use any pace in the obstacles. The beginner and 
training dw isions must only walk or trot in the obstacles (DC948.4 applies for incorrect pace). 

2. Error of Course in an Obstacle: 
2.1 Athletes entering any part of an obstacle without first passing through the entry flags or failing to 

pass through the exit flags on leaving an obstacle w~hout correcting the error will be eliminated . 
22 The compulsory gates in an obstacle are "free• after an athlete has passed through them in the 

correct direction and in the correct sequence. Alhletes may, therefore, go through them again in 
any direction at any time (for example, athletes must go through A in the correct direction before 
going through B. A is now "free• and they may go through it again in any direction as often as 
they like, and so on). 

2.3 Athletes, who pass through a compulsory gate in the wrong sequence or direction before it 
becomes "free• and w~hout correcting the error before passing through the Exit Flags, will be 
eliminated. 

2.4 In order to correct such an error of course, the athlete must return to and drwe through the 
compulsory gate they missed before continuing through the next compulsory gate in the correct 
sequence (for example, an athlete drives through compulsory gates A and B and then goes 
through D ( missing gate C). In order to correct this error of course, the athlete must go back and 
drw e through gate C before going on to gate D, etc. All gates are neutralized until they reach this 
gate. Each error corrected shall incur 20 penalties. 

2.5 Passing through the exit gate of an obstacle without driving all compulsory gates in the correct 
sequence will be penalized by elimination. 

2.6 An athlete is not considered to have passed through a compulsory gate in an obstacle until the 
whole turnout has passed between the flags denoting the compulsory gate. 

2.7 An Athlete is not considered as having crossed a double line as per DC 945.2 until the 
whole turnout has crossed the double line. 



DC953     Tracking #213-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Adding the applicable penalty reflected in the DC 945 Rule Change to the summary of penalites table. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
DC 949 (212-23), DC 945 (211-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DC953 Summary of Penalties in Marathon 

Description Ref. Rule Penalties 

Alhlete or groom wearing shorts. 913.2.1 10 penalties per person 

No Fastene<l protective headgear or no body 913.2.3 Elimination or Yellow Warning 
protector on Marathon 

913.2.4 Card 

Finishing Section B with fewer horses than 
require<! 

916.3 Disquall ication 

Not presenting an Entere<l horse at the In-
Harness horse inspection 

920.3.4 Elimination 

No breeching w~h a carriage with no brakes 922.1.1 Elimination 

Contravening the rules on advertising 926.3 Yellow Warning Card 

Substitution of groom 928.2.7 Elimination 

Groom handling reins, using whip and brakes 928.2.5 20 penalties 
when carriage not stationary 

Person tie<! to the carriage 928.2.6 Elimination 

Physical outside assistance 930.2.2 Elimination 

Groom leading a horse through an obstacle ( also 
see DC959.6.3) 

930.3d 20 penalties 

Incorrect pace 948.4 1 penalty for every 5 seconds 

Dislodging a dislodgeable element 945.5.5 2 penalties per occurrence 

Preventing a dislodgeable element from being 945.5.7 10 penalties 
dislodge<! 

Motorize<! vehicles or bicycles in obstacles 946.3.5 
First Incident Warning 

Second Incident Yellow Warning Card 

Carriages under weight at end of B or under width 922 & 950.12 Elimination 
at start of B 

Total time over time allowe<l in all sections 947.1 025 penalties/sec 

Total time under minimum time in Sections A and 947.2 025 penalties/sec 
B 

Total time in obstacles 947.2 025 penalties/sec 
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Athlete fails lo stop when recalle<l 947.4.3 Elimination 

Not ready to slart Section A 947.4.2 025 penalties/sec 

Contravening the rule on the use of the whip 948.1 20 penalties 

Each deviation from course after last obslacle 948.3 10 penalties 

Require<! persons not on carriage passing through 948.5.2 5 penalties (grooms) 
a compulsory turn flag, or the start and finish of 

10 penalties (athlete) each Section, each occasion 

Grooms dismounting while moving in Section B 948.5.1 5 penalties 

Athlete dismounting while moving in Section B 948.5.1 20 penalties 

Finishing Section B with missing or disconnecte<l 
pole strap, trace, or reins for each occurrence 

948.7 10 penalties 

Failing lo pass through compulsory turn flags and 949.2 Elimination 
obstacles in correct sequence and direction 

For Short Format Modifie<l 
Marathons: 5 penalties per error 

Finishing Section B with missing wheel 948.7 Elimination 

Finishing Section B with broken or disconnecte<l 
pole or shaft 

948.7.4 Elimination 

Failing lo pass through entry flags of an obstacle 949.2.1 Elimination 

Groom(s) not on the carriage when crossing start 
of an obstacle 

949.3.7 5 penalties 

Failing lo pass through exit flags of an obstacle 949.7.3 Elimination 

For correcting each error of course in an obstacle 949.2.1 20 penalties 

Passing between exit flags before completing an 949.2.4 Elimination 
obstacle 

Groom(s) dismounting in an obslacle, each 949.3.1 5 penalties 
occasion 

Athlete dismounting in an obstacle 949.3.3 20 penalties 

Two feet on an element of obstacle 949.3.5 5 penalties 

Groom climbing over horse back or down the pole 
in an obstacle 

949.3.4 20 penalties 

Disconnecting and leading through an obslacle 949.4 Elimination 

Failing lo slop for leg over pole, lead bar, or shaft 949.6.2 Elimination 
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Failing lo slop for leg over trace 949.6.2 30 penalties 

Carriage overturn 948.7.4 Elimination 

Excee<ling the time limit in obstacles (5 min.) 949.7.3 Elimination 

Horses unfit lo continue in rest area 920.3.3 Elimination 

937.1 

Excee<ling the time limit in all sections 947.2.5 Elimination 

Groom leading horse through the obstacle by the 949.3.6 25 penalties 
bridle ends of the reins (Also see DC930.3.d) 

Stopping on course for reasons other than repairs 948.6 1 penalty per commence<! 10 
seconds 

Passing the marl<ed double line in an obstacle 945.2 20 penalties 



DC958.1     Tracking #214-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

By adding VSEs into both Novice Advanced and Advanced, we are hoping to open the sport into a new audience with additional competitiors, and decreasing 
the barriers to entry to the sport. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DC958 CONES COMPETITION SUMMARY 

1. Sinale Obstacles and Ooen Multiole obstacles settinas 
M vanced M vanced Distance 

Division Class 
Speed Cones 

Serpentine Zig-Zag \/lk,ve 
between 

M/min Wdth (m) obstacles 
(cm\ (m\ 

Horse Four-in-hand 240 185 10-12 11-13 10/1 2 15 
Pair 250 170 6-8 10-12 8/1 0 12 
Sinale 250 160 6-8 10-12 8/1 0 12 
Para Eq1:1ocli:iaR 230 160 6-8 10-12 8/1 0 12 
Drivitv1 

Pony Four-in-hand 240 160 8-10 9-11 8/1 0 12 
Pair 250 160 6-8 9-11 8/1 0 12 
Sinale 260 160 6-8 9-11 8/1 0 12 
Para ~qYest,iao 230 160 6-8 9-11 8/1 0 12 
Drivina 

\/SE Pair/Multiple 200 +15cm 9 9 8/1 0 12 

Single 210 +15cm 6 8 8/1 0 9 

1.1 Sta d dC n ar one n s a inner. Setti 10 lDDIV to =· ramm . e 1mma . an n r 1a e eves T • 10 Pr r "" d I te med. t L I ONLY 
Vehicle Track Standard Cones 
Width Settino 

B8{]innertr rainina Preliminary Intermediate 
Marathon 
Vehicle 
Horse/Pony 
Sinales & Pairs 

125-130cm 160cm .. 155cm• 150cm• 

"add 10cm for teams 
Presentation 
Vehicle 
VSE 98-115cm 130cm .. 125cm• 120cm• 
All Ponies & 138-145cm 175cm .. 170cm• 165cm• 
Sinale 
Horse Pair 148-155cm 185cm 180cm 175cm 
Horse Teams 158-165cm 205cm 200cm 195cm 

"add 10cm for teams 
Beginner, Training, Preliminary, and Intermediate - for any and all vehicles that are outside of the 
above measurements, the cones setting is determined by measuring the carriage at the widest 
Dart of the rear wheels and then addin J the followina clearance. 

B8{]innertr rainina Preliminary Intermediate M vanced 
All classes 35cm• + track "30cm + track "25cm + track NA 

width width width 
VSE 30cm• + track "25cm + track "20cm + track *15cm + track 

width width width width 
"add 10cm for teams 

1.12 . Paces 

DIVISION Sinale or Pair Four-in -hand 
Beginnertrraining VSE 180FRpFR 

150mnm 
170mpm 
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Horse/Pony 180mpm 190mpm 
Preliminary VSE 180mom 170mom 

Horse/Pony 200mpm 190mpm 
I nterme<liate VSE 190mom 180mom 

Horse/Ponv 220mom 210mom 
M vance<l SinQle Pair Four-in-Hand 

VSE 170nmm 170nmm 160mnm 
Pony 260mpm 250mpm 240mpm 
Horse 250mom 250mom 240mom 



DC970.2     Tracking #215-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

After piloting this change in the rules, the implementation illuminated the issues with allowing Learners to judge competitions. This change reverts to require 
LOs at all levels of competition both CDE and Short Format. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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DC970 Composition of the Ground Jury 

1 Ground Jury - Minimum requirements 

Category 
A:lvanced 
I nfermediafe and Preliminary 
Beginner and Training 
Short Formal driving events or Combined Tests (All 
divisions) 

Judges 
3 min 
2 min 
1 min 
1 min 

The Judges must include a President and 1f applicable per DC970. 1, a Ground Jury. Judges must be 
chosen from: 

1.2 the U SEF list of Combined Driving Judges; 

1.3 the FEI list of Level 2, 3, or 4 driving judges; 

1.4 the list of Combined Driving Judges from another country w~h an approved Federation Guest 
Card; 

2. Al ShQ<t fQ,n:,al O,i><iog E" eols, 1o<heo addifooal judges ai:o used, the Gi:ouod lui:y GaA be GhQseo fl:Qn:, 
tt::ie cun:ent applicanlc tmi:R tl::ie I ISEF C9i=Rbined Qri• ing ludges pi:ograi=R. 



EN109.2     Tracking #217-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 2/1/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The Endurance Sport Committee is requesting the proposed changed which are intended to clarify common terminology used in the Endurance community 
and how it relates to USEF terminology. Additionally for the Prize list, the proposal clarifies that certain information provided is the information known at the 
time of which the PL is produced (i.e. expected Officials, planned length of loops, etc.). These changes update the Prize List rules with common practices at 
Endurance events and provide the flexibility for changes when things change between when the PL is released and the start of the event.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Endurance Nicole Zerbee

nzerbee@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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SUBCHAPTER EN-2 COMPETITION 
EN 109 Prize List 

1. The prize list constitutes the ride schedule for Federation licensed endurance competitions. Notification 
of any and all changes to the competition schedule must be posted in the compet~ion office and 
communicated during the ride meeting or prior to the start of the Loop concerned. 
2. The prize list (also known as the 'Ride Flyer' or 'Schedule') must include at a minimum, in addition 
to the requirements enumerated in GR901: 

a. The distance(s) of the compet~ion category(ies) or div isions, 
b. Any pre-event Closing date for entries, 
c. Competition Management's policy on late fees, cancellations, refunds, withdrawals, and 
subst~utions, 
d. Entry fees, 
e. Names of the compet~ion's Licensee, Competition Manager, and trail/course manager or 
course designer, or person responsible for the trail/course, all expected Licensed Officials, 
Veterinary Panel members, and any Treatment Veterinarian(s), 
f. The total length of the course, and the planned length and number of Loops on the course, 
g. General description of the course including location of Vet Gates (e.g., in camp or out on the 
course), 
h. Number and location of crewing points, if applicable, 
i. Speed caps, if applicable, 
j . Time limits and cut-off times (in total and for each Loop, as applicable), 
k. Place and time of the start for each compet~ion category and/or division, 
I. Prizes, 

m. Tentativ e time and date of Ride Meeting, 
n. Notification of specific changes to the competition will be appropriately posted on 
competition grounds in tl:le cempetil i9n ellice, and communicated during the ride meeting, or 
prior to the start of the Loop concerned, and 
o. A link to the Federation's website, along with the Federation's logo, headquarters' address, 
telephone number, and contact information for the Director of Endurance will be included. 
p. If established, cut-off times must be announced and posted before and at the pre-ride 
meeting, published in the prize list, and are prohibited from establishing an overall course speed 
which requires combinations to compete atexceedin9 12.Skm/hour or faster. See FEI 
qualifications for speed restrictions on Novice Qualification rides. 



AR239.1     Tracking #218-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 2/1/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

In the reorganization of the Working Western Rules, it was discovered that Ranch Riding Walk/Trot 10& Under rules were not included. This division was 
originally included and a recognized USEF class. It needs to be added back to the Arabian Working Western Subchapter in order to continue offering the 
opportunity for these Walk/Trot 10 & under kids to earn points in the USEF Class. Currently, all working western classes funnel into the same awards category 
for HOTY. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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AR239 Ranch Horse Riding Walk-Tlt,t 10 & Under General 
1. Exhibitors must not be more than ten (10) years of age as of December 1 of the cu"ent 

competition year. 
2. The exhibitor must never have been judged in a class at a Licensed Competition that 

required a canter or lope. (Exception: Short Stim,p Reining exhibitors and Cross Rails 10 
& UnderJ. 

AR240 Ranch Horse Riding Walk-Tlt,t 10 & Under Appointments 
Horse and exhibitor must follow the appointments as set forth in AR237. 

AR241 Ranch Riding Patterns for IMlll(JT,ot 10 & Under 
1. Patterns must be chosen from the current AHA Patterns which may be found on the AHA 

website. 
2. There is no time limit required for a Ranch Riding pattern. 

a. Gaits: a judge may ask for a walk, extended walk, trot, extended trot, and a stop. 
b. Optional Manewers: backing, turns in either direction, walking and /or trotting 

over poles. 
3. Posting at the extended trot is permitted. 
4. Holding the horn is acceptable at the extended trot . 

.. Please renumber the remainder of the chapter accordingly 



AR261.1     Tracking #219-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 2/1/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Due to safety concerns, there is a desire to remove the use of a rope for Ranch Trail Walk/Trot 10 & Under exhibitors. The focus of Walk/Trot riders should be 
on maintaining a good seat. The use of a rope is a skillset outside of what should be expected from this level of rider. The rope could catch on something, the 
horse could step into the rope, and/or spook the horse, causing the 10& under riders to be pulled off the horse. There has been instances where this occurred 
so it is imperative that it be removed from this section of the chapter.

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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AR261 Ranch Horse Trail Walk-Trot 1 o & Under Course Information 
1. Acceptable Obstacles: 

a( ... ) 
b Swing rope or throw 2 rope at a d11mrny steer bead. 
h. Step in and out of obstacle. 
i. Turns of 90 or 180 degrees w~hin a box or confined area no smaller than 8' x 8' or turns of 270 

or 360 degrees w~hin a box or confined area of no less than 1 O' x 1 O'. 
j( ... ) 

2. Prohibited Obstacles 
a. Water or Water boxes 
b. Drags 
c. Closed gates 
d. Pick up objects 
e. Side pass 
f. Swing rope or throw rope at a dummy steer head 



HK139.4     Tracking #220-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 2/1/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

For safety reasons, ponies must remain checked. The current rule does not clearly state that ponies must remain checked during all times other than when a 
workout may be called for. The current language in the chapter is conflicting and too subjective. The proposal also seeks to remove Ladies when listed in 
HK139.4. These changes proposed will align with the Roadster Chapter in which most competitions Hackney Roadster ponies are run under. Overall, the 
proposal provides clarity to exhibitors and a level playing field for all. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Hackney Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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HK139 Showing Procedures 

1. Roadster ponies must enter the ring clockwise at the jog-tro~ then show at the road gait; turn 
counterclockwise at the jog trot, show at the road ga~ and then trot at speed. At all speeds they 
should work in form. Animation, brilliance and competition ring presence should characterize the 
Hackney Roadster Pony in working at a jog-trot or road gail When asked to drive on, the pony 
must show speed and go in form. Improper cadence of the trot, i.e., hesitation of the hock's action 
or mixed gaited ponies that rack the turns and/or break and run on the turns shall be penalized. 

2. Ponies should be shown on the rail at all times except when passing and should go to the far 
end of the corner without side reining; should be light mouthed, capable of being taken up at 
any time and show willingness to stand when being judged in the center of the ring . 

3. Performance at all three gaits should be strongly considered. In the event of a workout, entries 
chosen must be worked both ways of the ring, as in the original routine. 

4. When ponies are lined up, no attendant is permitted and the driver shall not leave their vehicle 
except for ResessaPJ adj1.1sti:r::10nts. They may. however. uncheck and stand at the pony's head 
when left in the center of the ring while a part of the class is on the rail for a workout ~ 
During the line-up in classes restricted to Junior Exhibitor, badi&S or Amateur Roadster pony 
classes. one attendant is permitted to head the pony. The att&ndant rRY&t nol toust::i tf.:le entPj 
01'6opt fer safety roasoRs. The ponies must remain checked, and the check must not be 
adjusted. Attendants are permitted to hold the pony, except when the judge(s) walks to the 
pony in the lineup. During a workout in the Junior Exhibitor, badios or Amateur Roadster Pony 
classes an attendant is permitted in the ring for those entries not participating in the workout. 
During a workout the attendant may uncheck and hold the entry. However, when the workout is 
over the pony must be rechecked and the att&ndant i=RY&t rRQ''O away fl:QrR tt::io pony. 

5. An exhibitor is entitled to request only one time-out per class (see GR833). 



AR123.1     Tracking #221-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 2/1/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To reorganize the performance section for better comprehension and ease of use for exhibitors, officials, and competition management. Further, there is a 
need to define how performance halter horses are to be shown. Horses competing performance halter are to be shown in a relaxed manner with no attention 
getting devices.

Proponent Details Contact Information

AHA Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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SUBCHAPlER AR-4 PERFORMANCE HAL lER SECTION 

AR123 General 

1. ~i:t:9rrRanco H aUor classes (Sao al&Q A,R 1, A,R ~ and A,R 3} Hoi:sos wiU:i gss Qf sight in gno eye 
R1a,r Gempote in Pelterman&e 1=:lalter &lassos. 

~- OpeR, A<Rafeur aRd luRior fal:iibiklr classes <Ray be l:ield. Classes will ROI be split by l:iorse's age. 
~eption: •121:ospasr class for l=INsos t,uQ and under at tt:io discretion Qf sl::iow rRanagoR1onl 
Glasses must Be separated by P:abian and l=lalf Ai:abianlAngle kabian . In additien. they FRuct be 
separated by stalliQn, r=Rai:e and gelding. 411 horses tf:11:00 years of age and older R1Usl l:uwo boon 
ent&i:od and shown in an I ISEF£6C rocogni.iad gr AHA i:os9gn~ed pei:t:orR1ance class p lndor Saddle 
anel ~r Qi:i" in~I) at tl:ie caR=10 show ac tl:ie one in which tl:ie perfermance halter clacc ic boins helel, or 
l:ia" 9 coi:Rpleted aR AHA saRctioRed e,,duraRce ride or a Coi:Rpetit;<e Trail Ride recogRi~ed by AHA 
gr sanctiQnad by an AH A i:ecg,gni.iad CoR1potilr• o lrail riding Ol"iJ3Ri.iation in tf.:le past 90 days. If a 
l=ieFse is 61iG611:1alifie61, e>'61:10e61, 8F" 8I1:1ntaFily witl=i61Fawn fFem a peFf.eFmanGe Glass. tl=iat Glass ma;• net 
be ysed to qyalify foF 1201:fGFrRance Haltet HoFses qyalifying via 6ndmance OF CorRpel~i" e TFail rRYSt 
pFesent dated pFoof of corRpletion to tt:ie st:iow secFetaPj. If classes ai:& t:ield in conjunction w~t:i an 
/>J:iA sanGtieneEJ EReluFanGe Fi61e BF a GempetiH• e +mil Fieling eFgani~atien. all FegisteFe61 ka9ian an61 
Half ArabiaR(ARglo ArabiaR l:iorses 9Rlered iR aRd l:iall iRg CQ<Rpleted 11:ie ride are eligible IQ CQ<Rpete. 

3. ~lowt:iips OF olf.:leF attention getting deiiices ai:& allowed. 
4. HeFses will Be pFesenteEJ in a rnl..me61 an61 61ignifie61 mannei:. Hemes st:ieul61 Be pesitiene61 witl=i tl:leiF 

ineigt:il sqyar.ely on l t:ieiF feel, not str.etct:ied . HoFse st:iall be pr.esenlod WF jYdging, in a rnlaxed 
rRanneF. 

B. HeFses will Be j1:161ge61 using tl=ie ka9ian PeFfeFmanGe HalteF SGeFe St:iee~ witl=i tt:ie rnsults 9ase61 en 
IRe total scor.es. St:ioms rRYGt post tt:ie r.esylts no lateF IRan one t:lolJF afloF corRpletion of tt:ie class. 

9. A t:ioi:se will be elirRinated and ex.cused, if ~: 
a. is GF8l-1Gt:ling, GeweFing. 9uGlding at tt:ie knees. sweating, lrem9Iing. FaGing 9aGlquaF61s BF sieleways 

to escape IReiF t:iandleFs OF ol t:iei: bet:iaifiOF indicating feaF, stress OF inlirRidation. This FYle will be 
slricUy enfaFced: 

9. e>,t:ii9~s any welt BF swelling tl=iat leek Iii~ a wt:iip maFk. FegaF61Iess ef t:iew tl=iis was Gauseel; 
c. is obvioysly lirRping OF of irRpaiFed gait; 
d. t:ioFse ( A.R109.3} t:iasfallen: OF 
e. EAA108.9) feF int:iumane treatment an61 unelue stFess. 

7. A l:iorse <Ray be disqualiied, peRal~ed aRd"'r excused for 11:ie /QIIQ11<iRg : 
a. exhib~s disF1:1plr•e bet:iai iioF s1:1ch that it OF ol t:iei: t:ioi:ses ai:& unable to be inspected by the judge: 
9. e>,t:ii9~s 9et:ia,.ieF s1:1Gh tl=iat tt:ie safe",• ef i~ tt:ie hanelleF. an e>,t:ii9iteF. a juelge, BF anetl:leF l:leFse is 

iR daRger; 
c. is not undeF U:ie conti:ol of tt:ie extiib~oF: 
61 . 9rnaks leese fFem the e>,t:ii9~eF; eF 
e. sl:iaRkiRg is ROI per<Ritted. 
t A Ten f2oint f2enalty rRust be assessed fQF an unnat1:1Fal tail caHiage, see AR105.~b. 

6. HeFses may Be sl:lewn in a tFaelitienal s~,ile ka9ian sl:lew halteF. a M/esteFn s~,rle sl:lew t:ialteF. BF a 
leatheF stable halloL HoFses rRay be shown in bFidles appi:opFialo to IReiF pei:t:oFrRance divisions. 

9. HoFses rRay be st:iown bFaided if bFaiding is appi:opFialo foi: theiF peFWFrRance diiiision(s}. Ekaiding is 
net F861l-liFe61 . 

10. 6xt:iibitoFs rRay weaF any clotRing appi:opFiate to tt:ie st:iow Fing tf.:lat they fGel best r.eprnsents their 
t:iorse. and allows tt:ierR to st:iow tt:ieir horse to tt:ieir best advantage. Suits or riding t:iab~s are not 
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i:eqyired. 
11. Ct:iaint tl::ii:91:191::i the r:RQ1:1th are nol perrRit:ted. A sl::iain or loather slrap 1:1nder tt:ie sl::iin, or loather pieces 

cennocling tho two sides 9f the t.:ialter under tho Ghin, are perrRitted. 
1~. ~loiuhips, scl::iooling dsvices, "bagging•. sl::iakers. noisoi=Rakers or aids of any kind ar.o perrRitted . 

.A.R1~ 4 Pr:oceclure 

L St::iows R=iay use oither"in tl::ie rin!t or "exit tt:ie rin!t pi:9Ged1,ues as identified 1:1nder AR116.6a and 
AA116.69. 

~- For P,.,11:ebr.od Pel!orrRance Halter for a colt/sbllion. fillylrRai:e and gelding classes erRphasis is plased 
in tt:ie fallowing oi:der: atl::iletis sti:1:1cll.,1i:&, bi:&od l)ipe, q1:1alit3/, balance and subdance, neck and 
el:iouldeF, Bacl<. loin anel 1:iip, legs and feet, R1O" 0R=l8Rt 

J. ~Qr Half Arabiao (ARglQ Arabiao Perk>rroaose Ha~er /Qr GQll/sl:lllicm, fill,rlroai:e aod geldiog Glasses 
ei:ript::iasis is plased in the following ordei:: aU::iletiG stnrnlYre. q1:1aliPJ, balaRse aRd s1:1bslaRse. Resk aRd 
cl:ieuleleF, Back. leiR aRel t:iip. Iese aRel feet, aRel R=1E1i•eR=ieRl 

4. FQr defiRiliQRsln.1leslrestriGtiQRS RQt GQl•ered t:iereiR refer to Subsl:iapters 4R. 1, 4R. 2, aRd 4R. 3. 

AR123 General 

1. Open, Amateur and Junior Exhibilor classes may be held. Classes will not be split by the horse's age. 
Exception: "Prospecr class for horses two and under at the discretion of show management. 

2. Classes must be separate<! by Arabian and HaW-Arabian/Anglo-Arabian. In addition, they must be 
separate<! by stallion, mare and gelding. 

3. All horses three years of age and older must have been entere<l and shown in an USEFIEC 
recognize<! or AHA recognize<! performance class (Under Saddle and/or Driving) at the same show 
(the same show is defined by the AHA recognized show number) as the one in which the 
performance halter class is being held, or have complefe<l an AHA sanctione<l Endurance ride or a 
Competitive Trail Ride recognize<! by AHA or sanctione<l by an AHA recognize<! Competitive Trail 
riding organization in the past 90 days. If a horse is disqualifie<l, excuse<!, or voluntarily withdrawn 
from a performance class, that class may not be use<! to qualify for Performance Halter. 

4. Horses qualifying via Endurance or Competitive Trail must present date<! proof of completion to the 
show secretary. If classes are held in conjunction with an AHA sanctione<l Endurance ride or a 
Competitive Trail riding organization, all registere<l Arabian and Half-Arabian/Anglo-Arabian horses 
entere<l in and having complete<! the ride are eligible to compete. BOD 6120/22 Effectw e 12/1122 

5. Horses with loss of sight in one eye may compete in Performance Halter classes. 

AR124 Conduct 

1. Horses will be judge<! using the Arabian Performance Halter Score Sheet, with the results base<! 
on the total scores (refer to the AHA Handbook for procedure in placing horses at Regionals 
and Nationals). Shows must post the results no later than one hour after completion of the class. 

2. For Purebre<l Performance Halter for a colVstallion, filly/mare and gelding classes emphasis is 
place<! in the following order: athletic structure, bree<l type, quality, balance and substance, neck 
and shoulder, back, loin and hip, legs and fee~ movement 

3. For Half Arabian/Anglo Arabian Performance Halter for colt/stallion, fi lly/mare and gelding classes 
emphasis is place<! in the following order: athletic structure, quality, balance and substance, neck 
and shoulder, back, loin and hip, legs and fee~ and movement. 

4. Order of go will be at the discretion of competition management. 
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AR125 Procedure 

1. Shows may use either "in the ring• or "exit the ring• proce<lures as identifie<l under AR116.6a and 
AR 116.Gb or similar procedure as directed by show management in accordance with 
options as recommended by the Education & Evaluation Commission (EEC). 

2. A horse must be handled and shown throughout the entire class by the same person, 
except in instances of illness or injury that require a substitute handler. Time allowed for 
the change of handlers hall be in accordance with AR108 Time Out Rules. No handler is 
permitted to show more than one horse per class. 

3. A "controlled paddock" is an area designated by show management outside the 
competition ring. A controlled paddock must be used and all competitors must pass 
through the "controlled paddock" in the designated order of go to entering the ring. A 
Federation steward and/or the Show Commission must supervise this area. 

4. In a controlled Performance Halter paddock, no one will school the horse in a manner 
representative of a hard stand up prior to entering the ring. Any rule violation occu"ing in 
or around the controlled paddock will result in a warning and/or yellow card in accordance 
with USEF rules. 

5. No whips, schooling devices, "bagging•, shakers, noisemakers or aids of any kind are permitte<l 
in the controlled paddock or in the immediate vicinity of the ring. 

6. No whips or other attention-getting devices are allowe<l within the ring. 
7. Horses will be presented in a relaxed, dignified manner and may be expressive and attentive. 

No hoise(s) will be shown in a manner deemed to be presented with a hard stance. On The 
Muscle/Hord stand Up is defined as a shift of balance, withdrawing, or on increase in intensity 
due to any actions or cues from the handler. Horses should be positioned with their weight 
balanced on al/ four feet, not stretched. A hoise is considered not stretched if all four feet ore 
flat on the ground and at least one front and one rear cannon bone is perpendicular to the 
ground. 

AR126 Appointments 

1. Horses may be shown in a traditional style Arabian show halter, a Western style show halter, or a 
leather stable halter. Horses may be shown in bridles appropriate to their performance divisions. 

2. Chains through the mouth are not permitte<l . A chain or leather strap under the chin, or leather 
pieces connecting the two sides of the halter under the chin, are permitte<l . 

3. Horses may be shown braide<l if braiding is appropriate for their performance division(s). Braiding 
is not require<l . 

4. Attire: Exhibitors may wear any clothing appropriate to the show ring that they feel best 
represents their horse and allows them to show their horse to their best advantage. Suits or riding 
habits are not require<l . 

5. The use of hoof polish is permitted. 

AR127 Penalties 

1. A horse will be eliminate<! and excuse<l , l it: 
a. is crouching, cowering, buckling at the knees, sweating, trembling, racing backwards or 

sideways to escape their handlers or other behavior indicating fear, stress or in timidation. 
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This rule will be strictly enforce<!; 
b. exhibits any welt or swelling that look like a whip mark, regardless of how this was cause<!; 
c. is obviously limping or of impaire<l gait 
d. horse (AR109.3) has fallen; or 
e. (AR 105.6) for inhumane treatment and undue stress. 
f. exhibits disruptive behavior such that ~ or other horses are unable to be in specie<! by the 

judge; 
g. exhibits behavior such that the safety of ~. lhe handler, an exhibilor, a judge, or another horse 

is in danger; 
h. is not under lhe control of the exhibitor; 
1. breaks loose from the exhibitor; or 
J. a horse is shanked (except in circumstances required to gain control); 
k. Removal of eyelashes; or 
I. Changing the natural color of the mane and/or tail 

2. A horse must will. be penalize<! in accordance with fQa:.the following: 
a. A ten point penalty must be assessed if the horse is deemed to be presented with a 

hard stance. 
1. An on the muscle/hard stand up is defined as a shift of balance, withdrawing, or an 

increase in intensity due to any actions or cues from the handler. 
11 . A horse that shows natural charisma, presence and enthusiastic forward 

movement should be rewarded, not penalized. 
b. A Ten Point Penalty must be assessed for an unnatural appearance, see AR 105.2b. 
c. Excessive amounts of oil, grease or other similar substance, in accordance with the 

Performance Halter Score Card. 
d. Balding the area around the eyes or proximal to the muzzle and nostrils, in accordance 

with Performance Halter score card. 



DC930.3     Tracking #224-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 9/1/2024 1/31/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The clarification removes the language on whether the outside assistance prevented an accident from happening. This will also prevents potential unseen 
damages to those offering assistance. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Driving Anna Brooks Thomas

abthomas@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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DC930 Outside assistance 

3. Permitte<l assistance 

The following are considere<l to be permitte<l outside assislance: 

Assistance during the halt and in neutral zones between sections. 

Assistance to horses as a result of an accident inside an obstacle, providing the grooms are dismounte<l . 

Assistance by the groom whereby a horse is le<! through an obslacle by the bridle ends of the reins while 
harnesse<l to the carriage in either Marathon or Cones, will incur 20 penalties for the assislance, in 
addition to the penalties for dismount 

For lnterme<liate, Preliminary, Training, and Beginner h.Jrnouts without a groom on the carriage, should 
groom assistance be nee<le<l, the athlete may stop and ask for such assistance from any capable person, 
who may then act as groom rendering the necessary help, and the turnout shall be penalize<! w~h the 
penalty for groom down. 



AR280.1     Tracking #225-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 1/18/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The separation of groups to hand gallop during a test should be left to the judge’s discretion.Hunter Seat Pleasure classes currently require the hand gallop 
and it is not separated into groups to perform the gait. As the class currently runs, there has not been any issues presented with this approach.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Arabian Emily McSweeney

emcsweeney@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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AR280 Hunter Seat Equitation 
1. For rules governing Hunter Seat Equ~ation classes, refer to Chapter EQ, Subchapter EQ-2 HUNTER 
SEAT EQUITATION except 

a. EQ103 Eligibility to Compete 
b. EO106.7e 
c. EQ 109 Course Requirements (See EQ109.7) 
d. EQ 110 Course Designers. For Course Designers requirements, see AR 159. 
e. EQ 111 Requirements for Speclic Classes 
f. EQ112 USHJAZone and Regional Championships. 
g. EO107.8 
h. During rail work in all Hunter Seat Equitation classes, there is no limit to the number of 
riders who can hand gallop at one time. 



DR117.4     Tracking #226-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 9/1/2024 2/16/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To be in compliance with FEI rules effective 1.1.24.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DR117 The Position and Aids of the Rider. 

4. Riding with both hands is obligatory at all national and International Dressage Events. However, riding 
with one hand is perm~ted in the Freestyle Tests and when leaving the arena. For FE/ Freestyle tests, 
see also Directives for Judges - Freestyle tests and Directives for assessing the degree of 
difficulty in a Freestyle test available at www.fei.org. Individuals holding a Federation 
Dispensation/Classification Certificate may use bridged or special adaptive reins for use with one or no 
hand(s), if the equipment is listed on the Federation Dispensation/Classification Certificate. Apart from the 
halt and salute, where the athlete must take the reins in one hand, riding with the reins in both hands is 
obligatory in Dressage classes, but a discreet 'pat on the neck' for a well performed exercise, or for 
reassurance, is perfectly acceptable (as is the situation of an athlete needing to wipe a fly from their eye, 
or other situations such as adjusting clothing, saddle pads etc). However, if the rider intentionally takes 
the reins into one hand in order to use either the reins or the other hand to produce more impulsion from 
the horse, or to promote applause from the spectators during the test, it will be considered a fault and will 
be reflected in the mark for both the movement and the collective mark for 'Rider'. 



DR123.1     Tracking #227-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 9/1/2024 2/16/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To be in compliance with FEI rules effective 1.1.24.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
DR 123 (228-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DR123 Scoring, Classification and Prize-Giving. 

1. After each performance and after each judge has given their Collective Marks which must be done with 
due consideration, and signed the tes~ the judges' sheets pass into the hands of the scorers. Scores and 
comments must be wr~ten in ink. Any corrected score must be in~ialed by the judge having made the 
correction. The marks are multiplied by the corresponding co-efficients where applicable and then totaled. 
Penalty points incurred for errors in the execution of the test are then deducted on each judge's sheet. In 
Childnm classes and classes for 7-Year-Old Horses, penalty percentage points must be deducted 
from both technical judges ' and quality judges ' score sheets. Scores and comments may also be 
recorded electronically, and must be signed either electronically, or by hand, by the judge(s) for the test or 
class, before being tabulated. 



DR123.3     Tracking #228-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 9/1/2024 2/16/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To be in compliance with FEI Rules effective 1.1.24

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
DR 123 (227-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DR123 Scoring, Cla ssification and Prize-Giving. Change to read: 

3. lndwidual Classification. In all compet~ions the winner is the compet~or having the highest percentage, 
the second place<! competitor is the one with the next highest percentage, and so on. In case of equality 
of points the compet~or with the highest marks recew e<l under General Impressions shall be declare<! the 
winner. Wien the scores for General Impressions are equal after coefficients have been applie<l, the 
horses must remain tie<! . Exceptions: (1) For Young Horse classes, the marks for "Submission• and 
•Perspective"rGeneral Impression• must be combine<! and divide<! by two in order to break the tie. If still 
equal, the "Submission• mark would decide. (2) For FB Children classes: In case of equality of 
percentages, the competftor with the higher ' technical" mark will be ranked highest. If still tied, 
the highest total median score of the Technical Judges will decide the placing. Errors on a test may 
not be use<! to break ties. Final 



DR120.4     Tracking #229-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 9/1/2024 2/16/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Updating spur rules to be in compliance with FEI rules effective 1.1.24. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DR120 Dress 

4.1 If spurs are worn, a separate spur must be worn on each boot. The shank must be either curve<! or 
straight pointing directly back from the center of the spur when on the rider's boot. If the shank is cuive<l, 
the spurs must be worn only w~h the shank directe<l downwards. However, swan necke<l spurs are 
permitte<l . 
The inside arm of the spur must be smooth and one or both arms may have rubber covers. If rowels are 
use<!, they must be blunVsmooth and free to rotate. Melal spurs with round hard knobs (metal or plastic) 
on the shank are permitted ("lmpuls' spur) and the knobs may rotate. "Dummy" spurs (without shank) 
are perm~ted . Armless spurs are perm~ted. 
4.2 Spurs are optional i=RaRdafQPj tturing competition in a// FEI Tests. Howoi•ei:, sp1:,1 i:s ar.& optioRal far all 
o£ the FEI Childreo fasts, FEI Pooy tests, and the FEI and I ISEF test for 4 year old horses 
4.3 The maximum length for spurs in all classes except the FEI Children tests and the FEI Pony tests is 
5.08cm (2 inches) including rowels. Only blunt melal spurs (i.e., with no rowels) no longer than 3.5cm are 
permitte<l for FEI Pony Rider tests and FEI tests for Children. exsepl fur l=ial PQoy Rider tests aod l=lal 
tests for C ~ildreR, l~e leR~I~ ef lhe spur Spur length is measure<! from the base to the end of the shank. 
For FEI ~ RY Rider tests aod Fe! todt fQr Ct::iildreo tp1:1r leo9\t:i it R1oas1,uod fl:orR the boot ts tho tip Qf the 
6P""' 



DR121.4     Tracking #230-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 9/1/2024 2/16/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To be in compliance with FEI rules effective 1.1.24.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DR121 Saddlery and Equipment 
2. Bits 
a. Snaffle b~s 
4. A snaffle bit may be unjointe<l, single-jointe<I, or double-jointe<I . Single or double jointed snaffles 
may be used with upper or lower cheeks, full cheeks or Fulmer cheeks. Loose rings may have a 
narl'OOI sleeve fitted around part of the ring. The center link in a double-jointe<I snaffle must be smooth 
and cuive<I on all surfaces as in a bzenge-shape<l link. It may not have the effect of a tongue plate. Dr. 
Bristol and French link bits are not allowe<I . The center joint or link may be tilte<l in a different orientation 
from the mouthpiece and may have a bushing, barrel, coupling, or ball joints. The surface of the center 
piece must be solid or have only one rolling part in the center of the mouthpiece, as picture<! in Figure 
121.1. 



DR310.6     Tracking #231-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 9/1/2024 2/16/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To make USEF rules for visually impaired riders reflect current FEI rules.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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OR310 Athletes who are Blind or Have Visual Impairment, Commanders (Readers) and Callers 
(living letters). 

6. Callers (living letters) may only call the name of the letter(s). Only the lead caller (who may also 
Command (Read) where approve<!) may be in the center of the arena. All other Callers must be 
positione<l outside the arena, and may move from one marker to another, provide<! they do not obscure 
the judge's line of vision. There shall be no more than l~i<leeR (1 3) Calle,s, iR a 20 x60 "'eta, ai:ooa aod 
Ai Re (9) Calle,s iR a 20 x 4 0 i:i,ete, a,eoa four (4) Human Callers placed around the arena and one (1) 
Caller at X, but Athletes with visual impairment are encourage<! to use as few Callers as possible. 
Bectronic callers can be placed at every letter. The Caller at C may be exchange<! for a beacon or 
beeper which is to be provide<! by the Athlete. 



DR121.3     Tracking #232-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 9/1/2024 3/20/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The FEI is changing its requirements for combined nosebands and is no longer allowing a jowl strap to replace the throat latch. The FEI will now require a 
bridle with a jowl strap to also have a throatlatch. The “jowl strap” cavessons are widely used in both FEI and national competitions and immediate clarification 
is needed. (Updated illustration of the bridle on the left will be provided).

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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DR1 21 Saddlery and Equipment 
3.c. Throat latch. A throat latch and for a jo11f strap is required. Ajo\"J strap ic considered a throat latch that can be 
use<' to replace or used in addition to a tra<itior.at throat latch. In order to replace the throat latch. the The jovJ strap 
must be itted' around or immediately befow the horse's jovJ (Figure 121. 7} Nosebands with one or t\\O lovi,er (chin) 
straps must also llave a throat latch, as described above. Exception: Micklem Bridle. The back strap (or chin strap) of 
a noseband cannot also be considered a jo\\4 strap. 

Figure 121.7: Bridle \vth jovJ strap ro~lasiRi and throat latch (left). Bit snaps may not be used viith this bricffe. Combined 
noseband (no throatlatch) pennitted for use i n at any l evel (in duding USE F High Performance classes) and in "8rm4.1p vJth 
either a snafle (midd!e left) or double bridle (midd!e right) as appropriate for the level. When used as a double bricle, the l ower 
strap of the noseband (lash attachment pictured \\ith the SM ffle on left), is prohibited'. Limits for placement of jovJ strap (right). 



CP224.4     Tracking #238-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 9/1/2024 3/21/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Extraordinary Change Reason

This rule change is extraordinary due to the need for more awareness by exhibitors when un-harnessing a 
horse, to not remove the bridle before the horse is fully un-hitched from the vehicle. This is a major safety 
concern during combination classes at competitions and the division has had several instances of loose 
horses due to the bridle being removed before the horse is un-hitched from the vehicle.

Rule Change Intent

During the Carriage Pleasure Combination classes, horses are first judged while driven and are then un-harnessed and ridden for a second round of judging. 
The horses are unharnessed in the competition arena, in which safety is of paramount importance. This rule change is necessary in order to bring awareness 
to the exhibitor for the major safety concern for a horse being unharnessed, to be fully un-hitched from the vehicle before any part of the bridle is removed. 
There have been several instances at competitions of horses putting themselves, other horses, exhibitors, and spectators in danger due to a loose horse 
whose bridle was removed while still hitched to the vehicle. This is a vital step in unharnessing/unhitching the horse, to not remove the bridle before the horse 
is completely un-hitched from the vehicle.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Carriage Pleasure Driving Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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SUBCHAPTE R CP-1 3 CLASS SPECIFICATIONS: COIW!IN ATION CLASSE S 

CP224 General Rules 

( ... ) 

4. The bridle, bit, or re ins must not be remc,,.,ed prior to the horse being completely unhitched from the 
vehicle. (See CP106, 1a/ 

5.-4. The judge may al owvehicl es to remain in the arellB. o r request tllat they be removed. If vehicles are removed, 
additional attendants may enter the arena to assist If allo\\ed' to remain i n the arena, a groom is permitted to attend 
the vehide and wheel horse in a sporting tandem class. 

6.4. Where protective headgear is reqlired', rt is the responSbii ty of the com petitor (or parent or guardian in the case 
of a junior competitor) to see that the headgear complies \'\ith the current safety standaltl'sand is property i tted' and i n 
good condition. (See GR801) 

7.4. In combination hunter and sporting tandem classes, jum ps must be adjusted' for horses and ponies, regardless 
ohVlether they are com peting separately or one against the other. Ponies jump 2'-2~ and horses 2'~-3'. (See 
CP11 4) 

8 . ..:Z.. Ri ders must be provided' a practice jump prior to any d ass in \Vlich jumping is reql.ired. Aciagram of the oourse 
must be posted at least one hour before class time. 



DR App. B     Tracking #239-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 9/1/2024 3/26/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Extraordinary Change Reason

Annex B is being updated to reflect updates to rules regarding CDI5*/CDIO5* Events to uphold the standard 
of those representing the USA to compete abroad, particularly in Europe.

Rule Change Intent

The intent for the changes made to Annex B regarding CDI5*/CDIO5* Events is to uphold the standard of those representing the USA to compete abroad, 
particularly in Europe. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Dressage Lauren Moore

lmoore@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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Gus 
EQUESTRIAN 
FEDERATION 
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U~ !!ed 2.26.2024 
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Hor..e mu:tha\-e ~ti!~:! ~n o.-cr~11 H~e fflll :C .. ~ ~:iieve-d ., over~11 

e\"et~eo f 7.0 j i'O"J or h1':her in tne:r e'\"et~e o.-cr 15 175"1 or h1':het in tne:r 

Young Horse relev~nt te:t: fc¢,JT(binedque'Sty &. te~ ~ 1 relevent t--c fc¢,JT(Sned que'Sty &. tedui«i1 
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1. OVERSUBSCRIPTION AT CDI EVENTS 
Unless another method of selection has been published for the event, should there be 
more applications than invitations, on the deadline of FEI Definite Entry for the event; an 
at hlete's ranking on the Grand Prix 12-month Ranking list (or for other categories, 12-
month ranking of applicants from FEI and USEF/NAYC Dressage Qualifying classes) will be 
used to determine t he invitations. 

USEF may designat e certain events as selection or observation events as part of selection 
processes for Games, Championsh ips, Finals, etc . Ath letes in contention for these Games, 
Championsh ips, Finals, etc . may be given priority over other athletes. Additionally, athletes 
which are part of a designated European Tour, the Elite Program, Pre-Elite List, 

Development Program or Emerging Program may receive priority for an invitation if the 
event is one of their pre-established targets . 

2. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

CDIS * Events 

Athlet e/horse combinations t hat have achieved the minimum FEI Criteria to compete at 
CDIS*/ CDIOS * events per FEI Rules and have a minimum of 70% on the USEF 12-month 
Grand Prix Ranking List. I n extraordinary circumstances, for U .S. events only, a waiver may 
be requested by those athlete/horse combinations that have achieved a minimum of 68% 
on the USEF 12-month Grand Prix Ranking List. The waiver request will follow the same 
process as foreign competition waiver requests as seen below. 

CDIO Events 
Applications are required to be considered to compete at a CDIO {Team Competition). All 
such applications w ill be subject to approval and selection per the Selection Procedures 
published for CDIO events. The complete selection procedures for CDIO events can be found 
HERE on the USEF website . 

3. APPLICATION TO COMPETE IN FOREIGN COMPETITIONS 

A. Applications to compete outside of the U.S. are found by: 
1 . Sign~n to the Athlete's USEF Account HERE. 

2. Scroll down to : FEI Competition Entry & Competing Abroad 
3. Open Online Application to Compete Abroad 

8. Application Fees {Non-refundable): 
v' $75 application fee for each competition 
v' $200 waiver request fee {i f applicable) 

4001 WING COMMANOER WAY I LEXINGTON, KY 40511 
PHONE 859 810 USEF I FAX 859 7211151 I USEF.ORG 
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v' $750 Prepaid annual application fee (optional) : this fee is due when submitting 
the 
first application for the competition year. This fee applies to the first ten {10) 
FEI competitions held outside of the U.S. Athletes competing less than 10 
competitions do not receive a refund, credit, or partial credit for the prepaid 
application fee . 

✓ $75 late fee : An athlete who submits an application 14 days or less from the 
start of the competition may be subject to an additional late fee . The late fee 
may be applied even if an athlete provides payment for the prepaid annual 
application fee . 

FOREIGN COMPETITION WAIVERS 
If an athlete or horse does not meet the criteria noted above to enter a foreign CDI, under 
extraordinary circumstances, the USEF Dressage Sport Committee, or its designees, may 
grant a waiver to the above criteria to compete at foreign CD ls. Athletes must submit the 
Waiver Request found here . Athletes needing to submit a waiver should do so as early as 
possible, please allow up to 3 weeks for processing waiver requests. The following criteria 
will be used to evaluate Waiver Requests: 

► Previous international experience of the athlete, and/ or athlete/horse 
combination. Including but not limited to: 

o Athlete's experience on a Championship Team(s) 
o Combination has met part of the requirement to compete abroad {ie . has 

one score from a CDI or CDN at the same level as the request but not 
second score) 

o Athlete has met the score requirements for membership to the Elite or 
Pre-Elite program 

o For YH divisions, the experience of just the horse may be considered 
► The impact that the event may have on the success at a future team 

event, Championships, etc. 
► The impact that the event may have on the development of the athlete, the horse or 

the combination. 
► The athlete and/ or horse recently moved up to the level and had success in their 

more recent level. 
► Applicant provides other competition records that demonstrate they have an 

upward trajectory of scores and likelihood of achieving over 70% at the applicable 
level. 

► Veterinary or Medical circumstances that may have prohibited the athlete and/ or 
horse from competing (additional information may be requested to verify these 
circumstances) 

► Athlete and/ or horse have relocated or are current ly training in an area outside of 
the US. 

USEF Athlete Services will not request 
invitations to COis until a waiver has been 
granted. 

~ 
~ 
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If a waiver is approved t he combination or horse must receive a score greater than or 
equal to the minimum eligib ility score or average {ie. 66% in the FEI Grand Prix for Big Tour) 
to participate in another event of the same level without resubmitting a waiver request. 

USEF Athlete Services will not request invitations to CD/s until a waiver has been granted. All 

entries are subj ect to FE/ nominated and definite entry dates listed in applicable FE/ Definite 
Schedules. 

WITHDRAWAL FROM CDI EVENTS 
Once an athlete has submitted an application to compete and should you need to withdraw, 
the following steps are to be taken immediately: 

REM INDER: USEF fees are non-refundable regardless if you compete or withdraw. 

A. Withdrawing from competition before an entry has been submitted on your behalf or 
before the Organizing Committee has confirmed an invitation: 

✓ Send an email to USEF Athlete Services (feient ries@usef.org) and include 
t he reason for t he withdrawal. 

8. Withdrawing from a competition after an entry has been submitted on your behalf 

and/or after the Organizing Committee has confirmed your invitation: 
Concurren tly email USEF Athlete Services (feien tries@usef.org) and the Organizing 
Committee. The email is to state t he reason for t he withdrawal and an apology to the 
Organ izing Committee for any inconvenience your withdrawal may have caused. The 
Organ izing Committee's contact information can be found in the schedule for t hat particular 
event . 
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EV120     Tracking #240-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 9/1/2024 4/8/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Extraordinary Change Reason

Consistency in application

Rule Change Intent

To clarify the existing penalty contradictions surrounding discrepancy for dress, coordinating all related rules to provide consistency in application for Licensed 
Officials.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

hseagle@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: The Council would approve of this rule change with the amended language as discussed 
per the Eventing Sport Committee. It was approved with the caveat the amended language was 
implemented - "An Athlete who competes with prohibited dress in the Cross-Country and Show 
Jumping phases may be Eliminated or issued a Yellow Warning Card, at the discretion of the 
Ground Jury. See EV120 for Dressage." If left as proposed, there would be no penalty for 
unpermitted dress for Cross-Country and Show Jumping in EV-9.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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EV120 Dressage Phase Elimination Chart 

P.erjQrr:,:,ing the te,t in inrorrec;t dr:eH· E.firair:1gtion or g Yellow L4{grnir~g Cgrd, at tbe dirrr@tion oftbe 
(i:roMnd Lury ~efeccmre· S..ibcl:u1pter EV g g An Athlete who competes with prohibited dress in the 
Cross-Country and Show Jumping phases maybe Eliminated or Issued a Yellow Warning Cord, at 
the discretion of the Ground Jury. See EV120 for Dressage. 

Fault Penalty Applicable Level Reference 

Unauthorized Eli mi nation, at the All EV118.14 
Assistance discretion of the 

Ground Jury. 

P.ef/ef·ffl,ifUJ the te5i,;R £',Vfl.iR6t:i9R All Su#Jehsp~er EV 9 
in,;g rr:ert dt:e55 

Not entering the arena Eli mi nation All EV119.2c 
within 90 seconds after 
signal from the Judge 
at C 

Performing the test Elimination. All Subchapter EV-9 and 
with improper EV-10 
sadd lery, whip, or spurs 

Marked lameness Elimination. All EV118.8 

Leaving the arena Elimination. All EV118.9 
between the entry and 
fin al salute 

Resistance Elimination. All EV 118.10 

EV-9.8 

8. DRESS COMPLIANCE. Appointed personnel sh cul d inspect whips and spurs before any phase. The 
appointed personnel may refuse permission for an Alhl ete to start the phase whose whip or spurs are 
not permitted. The appointed personnel mu st immediately report the suspected violation to the Ground 
Jury, or Technical Delegate if the Ground Jury is unavailable, for confirmation. An Athlete who competes 
with an illegal whip or spurs must be Eliminated 4n <Vbf@te wbo G9r:t-lpefBr with probibited dt:on r:,:,g➔, 

be &.limir:1atedor irruedg Yello11• L4£Qn~ir~g '9rd, at tbe dirrcetion oftbe Q:o,,,~d 4,q,c 



PF107.1     Tracking #241-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Extraordinary 9/1/2024 4/8/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Extraordinary Change Reason

This rule change is extraordinary as it already has been approved by PFHA for their rulebook in order for 
riders to be able to meet the qualification requirements for the Confepaso Mundial International 
Competition. If this rule change is not put into effect, there will be a year span of time where exhibitors at 
USEF Paso Shows will be in the incorrect age groupings for the PFHA US Team for the International 
Confepaso Mundial. This change is necessary to align the USEF and PFHA age groups to provide riders with 
ample opportunities to qualify.

Rule Change Intent

PFHA fields a US Team for the Confepaso Mundial International Competition, in which the age groups listed in this proposal aligns the age groups required 
for the international competition. This rule change allows for the requirements to be met for those students that are practicing, qualifying, and applying for 
PFHA's US Team. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

PFHA Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Council - Intl Discipline
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SUBC HAPTER PF-2 PASO FINO YOUTH SECTION 

P F11 9 Intematioll81 Paso Equitation 

The Paso Horse Equitation higtiights the s~ e. grace, rhythm of the Paso horse, and the special relationship betvi.een 
the horse and rider. Paso Equitation is the art of effectively and correctly riding a horse using effective aids to achieve 
the best performance of the horse \Vlile maintaining corre ct posture, seat and balance tllat enhances the oneness 
bet\\een rider and horse. This event i s judged 100% on the international equitation parameters and rtAes as defined 
herein. 

ReslAts as shown by the performance of the horse are not to be considered' more important tllan the method, skils 
and aids used in obtaining the best performance of the horse. 

1. Class Separation: Classes tna'f be ottered as an Open class or can be divided into age groups as follows: 

a. Divided into International Paso Equitation Mini(4-5), International Paso Equitation (6·8}, 
lntRrnational Paso Equitation (9-11), lntRrnational Paso Equitation (12•14}, International Paso 
Equitation (15-17) 

b. Divided into International Paso Equitation Mini (4-8), lrAernational Paso Equitation (9·12), 
lnlPmationa/ Paso Equitation (13-17) 

1. The ''mini" category must us e a protective riding vest without any posture aids . 

2. In the 4•5 and 6·8 age groups, there should be a minimum of four helpers in the arena for 
safety, CRsignated by the Technical CommittRe, and music kept low. 

~2. Riders Position \Vlile the Horse is in Motion: ( ... ) 

• 3. Posture: ( ... ) 

M . Seat: ( .. ) 

4-,5, Head: ( ... ) 

S.6. Back: ( ... ) 

i,7, Arm and Hand Position: ( ... ) 

,:.,8. Leg and Feet Position: ( ... ) 

8.9. Judging Criteria: ( ... ) 

~10. Class Pro cedures ( ... ) 

SUBC HAPTER PF-2 PASO FI NO YOUTH SECTION 

PF1 07 Class Separations 

1. AAy youth class may be offered as open to all youth or may be dMd'ed i nto age groups as lol ows: (Exception: 
International Paso Equitation, s ee PF119.1} 

a. Di\lded into Junior Youth (13-17) and i nto Su1>1unior Youth (7-1 2) 

b. 0 i\lded into Junior Youth Level I (13-15 ), Junior Youth Level II (16-17), Sub-junior Youth Le"'II (7-9) and 
Sub-junior Youth Levelll (10-12) 



VA107.1     Tracking #242-23     Draft #1      Approved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

FEI Rule Change 9/1/2024 4/9/2024 Approved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To align with current FEI rules. We wish to align with current FEI rules regarding equipment as it affects competitors and horse welfare.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Vaulting Michelle McQueen

mmcqueen@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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VA107 Equipment Required: All equipment must be used \\ithout changing the purpose of its manufactured state: 
1. 

a. Bricle\\ith noseband or lunging cavesson (wlich may be used instead of a bridle and may be used\\ith 
or vJthout a SllB fie) 

1. Except for the buckles and padd ing, the headstal and noseband must be made entirely of 
leather or leather.fike material. 
2. Pad<ing is alowed on bricles. 

b. Snafte bft 
1. Bits must have a smooth surface. T\\isted and \-Jre bits are prohibited. 
2. Bi ts must be made of metal, rigid plastic, or durable synthetic material and may be covered \\-tth 
rubber/latex. 
3. Bits may have up to l\\O (2)joints; unjointed bits must be made from i exibte rubber or synthetic 
material. 
4. Rubber bit guards are permitted. (See Annex 1 of the current FE I Rules for \.aulting for visuals 
on acce ptabte Bridles and Bits) 

c. T\\O (2) side reins uith oruithout nibber rin gc or two (2) draw reins. 
1. Si de reins must be attached to the bit or cavesson and one (1) point of contact on the surci ng1e 
on the same side. 
2. Either two side re ins, or Draw reins, are pennitted, Draw reins are attached from the 
surcingle through the bit rings back to the surcingle on the same sick. The distance 
between the two attached points (top and bottom} on each sick of the surcingle must not be 
greater than 40 centimeters. The draw reins must be adjustable only as per manufacture and 
any homemade modification of the adjustments of the draw reins (for example making a 
knot} is not permitted, (Standing re ins or auxiliary re ins are not pennitted), See the FEI 
Rules for Vaulting Article 719.2.5. 

•below, a pictDgram of allowed draw reins: 


