
DR135.3     Tracking #055-23     Draft #1      Disapproved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 4/28/2023 Disapproved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The intent is to establsh a non-measuring and measuring "r" TD license.  Stewards already have this option and Dressage "r" TDs should also be considered 
for this.  After the initial TD training, there are no longer live onsite educational oportunites for pony meaurement review.  3 year testings after never 
measuring a pony are doomed to initial failure and cause anxiety and stress.  Now that there are penalites for incorrect Dressage pony measurements, only 
those "r" TDs who routinely measure ponies or those desiring to measure ponies should have a measuring certification.  All "R" TDs should be mandated to 
hold this certification.

USEF has discontinued live pony measurement clinics in favor of 3-year testing protocol.   After the initial TD clinic, there are no opportunities for a hands on 
review.  Most "r" TDs will not have measured any ponies within their 3 year certification.  To require pony measuring without a live refresher course and just a 
testing is unfair and does not improve the ability for confidence in measuring.  With the addition of penalties for any TD whose measurement is not correct, it 
is time to have only "R" and those "r" TDs who feel confident in pony measurement to have this certification.  There should be a non-measuring and 
measuring "r" TD license.

Having "R" and those "r" Dressage TDs who frequently measure dressage ponies being separately certified and responsible should reduce any chance for an 
incorrect measurement.  Most "r" TDs may never measure a pony or at best have very limited experience. Having the same option as Stewards for a 
measuring and non-measuring license will alleviate the stress for those TDs who do not routinely measure ponies.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Michele Nilhipali Michele Nihipali

nihipalim001@hawaii.rr.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: The Council agrees with the Dressage Committee comment that the impact of this proposal 
would result in non-measuring TDs not being hired or facing possible replacement if pony awards 
were added to a competition at the last minute. Conversely, it would result in a smaller number of 
available measuring TDs which could result in pony classes and awards being cancelled or not 
offered at all by competition management.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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GR314.1     Tracking #056-23     Draft #1      Disapproved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 6/9/2023 Disapproved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Eradicating the Mileage Rule USEF will not approve or disapprove of competitions based on mileage from a different competition. If the proposed competition 
is to occur on a date already held by another management company or individual within a 100 mile radius, USEF may suggest an alternate date to the 
organizer, but will not disapprove the competition.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Brian Wee Brian Wee

brian@homewoodfinancial.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: The Council agrees with committee comments that eliminating the mileage rules would have 
a significant adverse effect on competitions and competitors across all breeds and disciplines 
compromising the quality of competitions. Additionally, the Council feels this proposal conflicts 
with the Federation’s duty and responsibility to provide a sufficient and sustainable calendar of 
competitions that provides adequate competitive opportunities for horses and riders at varying 
levels that allow for appropriate advancement. There currently exists a mechanism for permitting 
competitions to operate within the boundary mileage of another competition when conditions 
warrant.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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GR307.1     Tracking #057-23     Draft #1      Disapproved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 6/9/2023 Disapproved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Competition Classifications The USEF will no longer classify its Hunter/Jumper and Equitation competitions. All recognized shows will follow the same 
guidelines regarding safety, efficiency, and financial responsibility. All recognized classes will have the same potential to earn the rider points toward annual 
awards (classes may still be split, and have different point values depending on the number of riders in the class, or following a rating system like the USEF 
Talent Search Medal).

Proponent Details Contact Information

Brian Wee Brian Wee

brian@homewoodfinancial.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: The Council feels the proponent provided no reasoning or justification for the proposed 
changes. Additionally, the proposal as written fails to contemplate the effect the changes would 
have on all breed and discipline competitions, the classification for which would be eliminated if the 
proposed changes were implemented. Members and stakeholders across all breeds and disciplines 
have worked hard to structure a competition classification system that accommodates the varying 
needs of each while still applying the unified structure and benefits of organized sport the 
Federation provides.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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GR307.2     Tracking #058-23     Draft #1      Disapproved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 6/12/2023 Disapproved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Allow USEF to focus on horse welfare, social license to operate horse shows, and governing. Allow affiliates (USHJA, USDF, etc.) to be responsible for 
awards. Horse of the Year awards encourages overuse of the horse and is often a competition based on who can spend the most money going to the most 
shows throughout the year rather than quality.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Brian Wee Brian Wee

brian@homewoodfinancial.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: The Council agrees with and supports the comments made by the various breed, discipline, 
and administrative committees. Doing away with the HOTY program would not be beneficial for the 
sport. Not all of the USEF disciplines have an affiliate so they would be disadvantaged by this 
proposal. Furthermore, some affiliates already have award programs in place, while many without an 
awards program don’t have the resources to assume such a responsibility, which is why they 
appreciate, participate in, and support the HOTY program.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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DR119.3     Tracking #060-23     Draft #2      Disapproved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 2/1/2024 Disapproved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

January 1, 2023, FEI updated their definition of Adult Amateur in the Dressage Rulebook. To keep USEF rules consistent with FEI rules, a change of the 
USEF Adult Amateur definition is warranted. FEI Dressage Rules (page 64) – Annex 3 – Amateurs Article 2 – CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION 2. 
Amateur’s license - Eligibility The Athlete must possess a valid Amateur’s license granted by their NF. The Amateur’s license must be renewed by the NF 
every year. The NFs are responsible for verifying all the data provided by the Athlete. An Amateur’s license can only be granted by NFs to the Athlete who 
has signed a statement that the Athlete does not earn most of his/hers income from within the sport such as giving riding lessons, training Horses for third 
parties, professional Horse dealing/breeding, doesn’t hold any valid riding instructor/trainer license and did not get an education as a professional rider/trainer 
less than 5 years ago and is no longer working as such, etc. The buying and selling of Horses, as well as receiving prize money in cash, are not forbidden 
providing they do not constitute the Athlete’s main source of income. An Amateur’s license cannot be granted or can be suspended in the following cases: - 
The Athlete participated in international non-Amateur Grand Prix Competitions in Grand Prix or Grand Prix Special with a result of 68% and over more than 
twice in the last year. The rider is not eligible to get an Amateur’s license for 5 (five) years from the date when the second result was earned. - The Athlete 
participated in FEI Senior Continental Championships on Grand Prix level, World Championships, World Cup Finals, Olympic Games in the discipline of 
Dressage within the last 5 years.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Amy Swerdin Amy Swerdlin

abradleywlcc@hotmail.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 2: Recommends Disapproval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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GR1304.8     Tracking #062-23     Draft #2      Disapproved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 2/1/2024 Disapproved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Stewards would like more definitive parameters on when it’s appropriate to arrange an appointment for a competitor to meet with the judge(s). Coordinating a 
meeting at the conclusion of the horse’s rounds, and the classes the horses competed in that day, is preferable and encouraged. Having this procedure more 
detailed is beneficial for Stewards, who are the go-between for judges and competitors.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USHJA Katie Patrick

kpatrick@ushja.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 2: The Council strongly advises that more research and revising be completed on this rule 
change due to the verbiage "after the horse involved in the matter has finished competing for the 
day". This verbiage in particular does not suit all USEF's breeds and disciplines in the manner in 
which each operates. The main issue amongst many of the breeds and disciplines is the opportunity 
for an unfair advantage to those that hold a meeting with the judge whilst the competition is still 
underway. Many breeds and disciplines have the same set of judge(s) over multiple days of the 
show, which would cause an unfairness if an exhibitor was to speak with the judge on 
improvements or issues whilst showing back under the same judge the following days of the 
competition; whereas hunter jumpers have the possibility of a judge only being present for a 
particular day and showing under a different judge for the remaining days of competition.

Draft 2: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 2: The Council believes that the current rule is adequately addressed in the GRs and as 
needed in specific breed and discipline chapters. Furthermore, the Council feels that this proposed 
rule change should be considered for the HU Chapter rather than the GRs.

Draft 2: Recommends Disapproval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 2: The Council feels this proposal is unnecessary. The current rule is sufficient and works well 
for handling such circumstances and provides the flexibility needed across the breeds and 
disciplines whose competition structures vary widely. Furthermore, the Council believes the 
proponent's concern can be addressed through training for officials.

Draft 2: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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GR142.1     Tracking #064-23     Draft #1      Disapproved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 8/21/2023 Disapproved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The USEF will no longer classify riders as amateurs based on how they generate income.  A rider will be classified as based on a new system created by a 
USEF task force which will be posted on the usef.org.  The new system will take effect in the 2025-26 year.  The aim of the new system is to base 
qualification for classes and divisions based on horse and rider ability and show record, not how a person’s income is generated.  

We’ve lost sight of the very basics of our sport- starting to re-write this rule and searching for the term “amateur” in the rulebook (which brings up 1,019) 
mentions according to the finder function, brings us to the very first page of the general rules.  The Sportsman’s Charter.  Let us remember the Sportsman’s 
Charter- that this is pure sport, done for the love of the animal and the challenge, and not something to be bogged down by nitpicking, it should make sense, 
be enforceable, and be understandable to a casual participant or viewer.

For the purposes of this rule change, General Rules were mostly left untouched, except where pertaining specifically to Equitation, Hunters, and Jumpers.  
 Most changes take plae in Equitation, Hunters, and Jumper chapters.   It is our hope that other affiliates may follow suit in reclassifying their amateur riders 
but it is not our intention to make sweeping generalizations for other disciplines.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Brian Wee Brian Wee

brian@homewoodfinancial.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: The Council agrees with the various committee comments and feels the proposed changes 
would be chaotic to manage. Furthermore, the proponent has not provided reasoning as to how the 
proposed changes would improve or be better than the current amateur rule, which the Council 
feels is sufficient.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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DR126.1     Tracking #069-23     Draft #2      Disapproved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 2/1/2024 Disapproved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

This rule amendment addresses two identified problematic areas within the rule.

1.  There is a shortage of dressage technical delegates and the addition of DR126 1.a. mandatorily requiring a TD to check the bits and bridles of 50% of all 
horses entered in the competition, could potentially mean a TD is in violation and, subject to penalties, if the cannot be achieved due to other negating 
circumstances at the competition.  This undo stress is a deterrent to both current TDs and new applicants.

2.  The new GR 1211 4.e. rule lists 1 TD is required for 0-250 horses with 1-7 rings.  It also lists 1 TD for 251-500 horses with 1-3 rings.  While DR125 5. 
requires 2 TDs for over 300 rides, this still could amount to 150 horses or more.  Mathematically, if a competition has 299 rides, and 1 TD, requiring 
managment and the TD to arrange for 75-149 competitors to present their bits an bridles for inspection will be daunting and un manageable.

The language in DR126 1.a. states:  "The technical delegate "must" inspect at least 50% of the bits and bridles of horses entered in the competition."

New language for this sentence:  "The technical delegate "should try" to inspect at least 50% of the bits and bridles of horses entered in the competition."

The intent of the rule is maintained and, the threat of penalization is eliminated.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Michele Nihipali Michele Nihipali

nihipalim001@hawaii.rr.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 2: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 2: Recommends Disapproval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 2: The Council feels this rule change proposal is unnecessary. The Federation understands 
there may be circumstances that prevent the TD from completing the inspection of at least 50% of 
the bits and bridles, but there is already a system in place that allows them to document those 
circumstances and provide an explanation in the TD report, thereby ensuring the official is not 
penalized.

Draft 2: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services

DR 126.1 | Tracking #069-23 Page 48 of 62Friday, June 21, 2024 9:34 AM



DR 126.1 | Tracking #069-23 Page 49 of 62Friday, June 21, 2024 9:34 AM



DR123.2     Tracking #070-23     Draft #1      Disapproved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 8/29/2023 Disapproved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

While the intent of DR 123. 3 is for scores to be posted at the competition, several competitions are interpreting the option of an electronic format to mean 
"cloud-based" postings.  Posting signs with QR codes and site addresses, competitors, judges, spectators and interested parties are being directd to individual 
web-based sites to see class scores.  Scores are no longer be posted on the competition site.

By the addition of the the word "onsite" in the two sentences pertailning to posting scores, it will clarify that all scores must be posted at the individual 
competition.  The option of reviewing scores online can still be available for follow up but, show attendees will be able to see scores at the competition as 
originally intended.

Add "onsite" to the following sentences in DR 123. 3

Scores must be posted on an "onsite" public scoreboard as soon as possible after each ride.  The public "onsite" scoreboard may be in either paper or 
electronic format.

Proponent Details Contact Information

Michele Nihipali Michele Nihipali

nihipalim001@hawaii.rr.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline
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HU101     Tracking #071-23     Draft #1      Disapproved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 8/30/2023 Disapproved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Current Rule:

HU101 Ponies Shown By Juniors

Ponies shown by a junior in any rated pony hunter sections (i.e. Children’s Hunter Pony, Green Pony Hunter, Regular Pony Hunter), WIHS Pony Equitation, or 
USEF Pony Medal cannot be shown by an adult at the same competition. Exception: Breeding classes in-hand and breed restricted sections at a multi-
breed/discipline competition. (See also EQ103.4)

Proposed Change:

HU101 Ponies shown by Junior riders in any division are allowed to be prepared in the same manner as horses shown by junior riders.

Justifications

· The current rule gives an unfair advantage to low childrens/low adult/childrens hunter/adult amateur hunter riders.  There are no limitations on 
horses being prepared and shown in advance by professionals.  Pony riders (who are generally younger and less experienced) are not allowed to 
have their ponies prepared with the same quality and amount of professional riding. At times, these divisions are combined and the youngest 
children whose ponies have had the least preparation are expected to compete against the older riders who have no such restrictions.

· HU101 promotes exclusivity of the sport.  Junior riders who do not have the financial ability to purchase/lease a competitive schoolmaster are 
unable to compete in pony divisions. This exclusivity discourages students from getting started in the industry and inhibits them from participating 
in safe, accessible “stepping stone” divisions to progress their skills at competitions. 

· The current rule as written does not allow our youngest and most vulnerable students to learn and compete safely and successfully at horse shows. 
They are expected to ride at a level not even expected of our 3’6” junior and adult amateur riders as they must ride ponies who have not had all the 
opportunities to be prepared professionally as the horses. The gap in ability that it currently takes to move a young child out of short stirrup into low 
ponies/children's ponies is too great to expect many students and ponies to successfully and safely navigate. This level of difficulty is frustrating, 
discouraging, and unsafe for both ponies and children.

· The current rule makes bringing along young ponies inaccessible and leads to many ponies learning unsafe habits that are dangerous to our riders 
and unhealthy for our ponies. The expectation that young ponies become happy, healthy schoolmasters being trained primarily, if not solely by 
children (who do not have the confidence, experience, and consistency of a professional rider) seems unreasonable and unsafe. As a community, 
we do not expect this of our young horses learning the ropes of competitions and we allow them many opportunities to be ridden first professionally 
before experienced junior and adult riders. Moreover this means that breeders/trainers of ponies can anticipate a much longer time before their 
ponies will be ready for resale and/or are able to start paying for their upkeep. This discourages professionals from bringing along young ponies as 
they either need vast funds and time or that rare junior rider that rides at a professional level.

· Overall, changing this rule will benefit many as it will allow more students and ponies to participate in horse shows in a safe and encouraging 
manner. 

· It should be noted that being a junior rider does not exclude riders from being too large for ponies and there are many smaller adults and 
professionals of a size that is appropriate and safe for ponies to carry. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Jennifer Duncan Jennifer Duncan

laduncan42@yahoo.com

Linked Rules Comments
EQ 103 (172-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline
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Draft 1: The Council feels the proposal, as written, does not align with the intent and will not achieve 
the intended result. The Council also noted that there is a USHJA-proposed rule change (Tracking 
#172-23 to EQ106.3 and HU101) that addresses the same issue with clear language.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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GR872     Tracking #083-23     Draft #1      Disapproved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 9/12/2023 Disapproved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

Temperature logging is an important tool used in monitoring the health of horses. An increase in temperature may be indicative of an infectious disease agent 
causing illness before other observable clinic signs become apparent. While on competition grounds and exposed to other horses of unknown health 
status from varying goegraphical locations, timely identification of a fever will allow for prompt medical treatement to ensure horses' future health. This rule 
change requires horses on competition grounds to undergo twice daily temperature checks.  

Proponent Details Contact Information

Veterinary Stephen Schumacher

sschumacher@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 1: The Council feels this would be better suited as an advised best practice. There is a 
potential for putting amateur exhibitors in danger due to experience of proper equine temperature 
taking. This has the potential to be more practical once the microchip requirement is in place and if 
people are using the bio-thermal microchips.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

Draft 1: The Council agrees with this rule change proposal’s concept and intent but is concerned 
about its lack of enforceability. Implementing rules that are not enforceable discredits the 
importance of the rule and its intent. The Council recommends raising awareness in the community 
through recommended best practices and educational resources, not a rule at this stage. Once the 
technology catches up and biothermal chips and their thermal readers are more readily used, a rule 
change for recording twice-daily temperatures can be proposed.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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WD122.4     Tracking #154-23     Draft #1      Disapproved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 12/12/2023 Disapproved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

The committee would like to add the acceptance of goggles for use in the warm-up area, but prohibit the goggle's use in the competition arena. This stems 
from several cases of horses requiring protection for their eyes from the direct sunlight. Goggle's allowance will give these horses a more comfortable 
environment for schooling and warm-up during competition. 

Proponent Details Contact Information

Western Dressage Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments
JP 111 (188-23)

Committee Actions

Draft 1: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 1: The Council agrees with the Human and Equine Safety & Welfare Committee that the use of 
goggles on horses or ponies should be considered by the Federation on a case-by-case basis 
through the Presidential Modification process with verification from the treating veterinarian to 
ensure a horse’s fitness to compete.

Draft 1: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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NS101.1     Tracking #174-23     Draft #2      Disapproved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 5/6/2024 Disapproved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

In order to keep the communications thru an electronic communication device more strictly monitored, more detail on who is able to communicate with the 
exhibitor is added. The communicator will be limited to a designated person accompanied by a representative chosen by show management or show 
management may designate an individual as the official communicator.

Proponent Details Contact Information

National Show Horse Committee Ashton Street

astreet@usef.org

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 2: Recommends Approval 05/20/2024

Council - Natl Breed & Discipline

Draft 2: The Council does not feel it is competition management’s job to assign a representative 
attendant to monitor whether coaching is occurring via an electronic communication device and 
does not agree with this position being mandated. Applicants seeking the use of electronic 
communication devices should utilize the Presidential Modification process as circumstances for 
each situation may vary and conditions can be attached to a Presidential Modification decision.

Draft 2: Recommends Disapproval 05/20/2024

Council - Member Services
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EV104.8     Tracking #178-23     Draft #2      Disapproved

Rule Change Type Effective Date Draft Received Board Action

Standard 12/1/2024 5/6/2024 Disapproved  6/17/2024

Rule Change Intent

To add clarity to a horse’s performance record and assist the ground jury in making decisions regarding granting permission to ride in subsequent phases.

Proponent Details Contact Information

USEA Hannah Seagle

hseagle@useventing.com

Linked Rules Comments

Committee Actions

Draft 2: The second draft from USEA still proves to be problematic, the recommendations from the 
Eventing Sport Committee weren’t applied. The proposal does not include a holistic review of where 
Elimination vs. Technical Elimination needs to be differentiated throughout the Chapter. The 
proposed language would create contradictions through the EV Chapter. Secondly, the intent states 
it is to aid the Ground Jury to grant permission in subsequent phases if assessed at Technical 
Elimination but in the proposal it is not = defined how that determination/process would take place.

Draft 2: Recommends Disapproval 05/28/2024

Council - Intl Discipline

EV 104.8 | Tracking #178-23 Page 61 of 62Friday, June 21, 2024 9:34 AM



EV 104.8 | Tracking #178-23 Page 62 of 62Friday, June 21, 2024 9:34 AM


